
St. Jerome Church            

23 Half Mile Road  Norwalk, CT 06851    

203-847-5349 



TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME SEPTEMBER 30, 2018 

SABBATH MASSES 

Saturday 4:00 PM  

Sunday  8:00 AM 

 9:15 AM  Young Children's Mass  

             11:00 AM   

 6:00 PM  (September—June) 

 

DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

Holy Day  9:00 AM, 7:00 PM 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon-Sat  9:00 AM 

 

HOW TO FIND US…… 

Parish Website: www.stjeromenorwalk.org 

Parish Email:  office@stjeromenorwalk.org 

DRE email: dre@stjeromenorwalk.org 

REACH email:  reach@stjeromenorwalk.org 

TOTAL email: total @stjeromenorwalk.org 

Bulletin/Social Media: 

communications@stjeromenorwalk.org 

Fr. David: frdavid@stjeromenorwalk.org 

Fr. Rojin: frrojin@stjeromenorwalk.org 

 

Parish Facebook: stjeromenorwalk 

REACH & TOTAL Facebook:  

              REACH.TOTAL.stjerome  

 

Parish Twitter:  @StJeromeNorwalk 

REACH & TOTAL Twitter: 

@REACHstjerome 

 

Instagram: 

stjeromenorwalk 

 

PASTORAL STAFF ~ 203-847-5349 

Rev. David Blanchfield, Pastor 

Rev. Rojin Karickal, Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Michael Hoag, S.J., Weekend Assistant  

 

PARISH OFFICE ~ 203-847-5349 

Office Hours, Mon-Fri 9:00 AM—1 PM                                                                                

Natalie Raduazzo, Administrative Assistant  

Kathy Rohr, Administrative Assistant 

 

BULLETIN/SOCIAL MEDIA 

Kathy Rohr 

communications@stjeromenorwalk.org 

 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ~ 203-846-2111 

Director of Religious Education (DRE)  

Kathy Coyne 

dre@stjeromenorwalk.org 

REACH  

reach@stjeromenorwalk.org 

TOTAL Joe and Daniela OʼCallaghan 

Youth Ministers   

203-847-0321 

total@stjeromenorwalk.org 

 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

Donald Nelson   

 

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 

Dan Loch • 203-846-3980 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Jerry Holdridge • 203-966-3658 

 

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

203-847-3881    Pre K—Grade 8 

139 West Rocks Road 

Norwalk, CT 06851 

Linda Dunn, Principal 

 

FAITH DIRECT—ONLINE GIVING 

866-507-8757 www.faithdirect.net 

Sign up using our church code: CT46 or visit  our 

website at www.stjeromenorwalk.org/Faith-Direct-

enrollment.pdf 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. Jerome Parish, 

a Roman Catholic community, pro�

claim our belief in the message and 

mission of Jesus Christ.  As disciples 

of Jesus we are called to proclaim 

the Kingdom of God and to work 

for its values in the local community 

and beyond.  We are committed to:  

worship, religious education, 

shared faith and service.  We wel�

come all people with respect, ac�

ceptance and support. 

Parish Staff 



Altar Flowers 

Altar Flowers may be memorialized for a donation of 

$50. Please call the Parish Office several months prior 

to your desired date. 

 

Adoration & Silent Prayer  

Every day between 4:00PM and 5:00PM.  

 

Contemplative Prayer  

Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM.  

Come spend some quiet time with the Lord. 

 

Perpetual Novena   

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal takes place each 

Monday following morning Mass 

 

Rosary & Divine Mercy Prayers 

Monday through Saturday after daily Mass 

 

Baptisms  

Please call the parish office during regular office hours 

to schedule. Pre Baptism class 3rd Monday each 

month 

 

Required Pre-Baptism    

Class at 7PM third Monday of the month.  Please 

register ahead of time by calling the office. 

 

Reconciliation   

One hour before vigil on Saturday.  Also anytime by 

appointment. 

 

Marriages   

Please contact the Parish Office at least six months in 

advance. 

 

Anointing of the Sick   

First Wednesday of each month, immediately 

following the 9:00 AM Mass,  in the sanctuary.  

Anyone with an ongoing medical condition or who is 

seriously ill, anticipating a medical procedure or 

operation, is welcome to come. 

 

Gluten Free Hosts  

Available at all Masses. If you require a gluten-free 

host, please see the officiating priest before Mass.  

 

Bringing up the Gifts at Mass  

If the Mass intention has been requested by you or for 

your loved ones, and you would like to bring up the 

Gifts at the Offertory, please let the ushers know that 

you are present and would like to bring up the gifts.    

 

Widows’ Support Group 

Meets at 1:00 PM on the second & forth Tuesday of 

the month in the Kevin Eidt Youth Room. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9/29 9:00 am Jim Alvord 

   (Jamie Dance) 

       

  

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:00 pm  Anthony Lapolla, Jr. 

   (Vincent & Janet Genovese) 

 

TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY  

    IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

9/30 8:00 am Rose Toglia 

   (Peter & Domenica Gioiella)

  

 9:15 am  Michael Chuba, Sr. 

            (family) 

    

         11:00 am Maria Granata 

   (family)  

 

 6:00 pm Olga Culver 

   (Phil & Peach Kraft) 

              

              

10/1  9:00 am        Christopher Holmes 

   (Georgia Smith) 

   

    

10/2    9:00 am       Sue Sulla 

    

10/3    9:00 am   Sean Sullivan  

   (family) 

    

10/4    9:00 am Alina Michalski  

   (Ellen Ryan & Melissa Ryan)  

        

10/5    9:00 am for the People 

       

10/6 9:00 am for all those recovering  

   from natural disasters 

    

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:00 pm  Paul Kennedy (15th Ann.) 

    

 

TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY  

    IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

10/7 8:00 am Tom Rozzi 

   (family) 

  

 9:15 am  Emma L’Archevesque 

            (Anna & Lee L’Archevesque) 

    

         11:00 am   Vincenzo Iannone, Jr.  

   (16th Ann.) 

   (family)  

 

 6:00 pm Allen Doppke 

   (Nicole & Jim Tobin) 

               

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

Each week the altar flowers can  

be memorialized for a loved one.   

Please contact the parish office. 



Tough love. Very tough! What are we to make of the advice from Jesus in Sunday’s Gospel to cut off 

our limbs and pluck out our eyes? Jesus is speaking about the deadliness of sin by using extreme examples, 

which is typical of oral teaching. He uses startling exaggerations to make His point. 

The 2010 movie, 127 Hours, told the story of a young canyon climber whose arm was trapped be-

neath a boulder. His desire for life was so strong that he amputated his own arm, rather than remain trapped 

alone and die. That’s Jesus’ point: Choose life not death, even if choosing life costs you a whole lot. “Cut it 

out!” is another way to make Jesus’ point, especially with some sinful actions that are compulsive, addictive.  

The collection of teachings of Jesus in this Sunday’s Gospel shows Jesus trying to instruct his disci-

ples before his death. What makes teaching them so difficult is the disciples’ preconceived, unshakable, mis-

taken idea of the power and glory that is to come to them as the principal cronies of Christ, a miracle-

making, freedom-from-the-Romans Messiah. 

And that gets us to the first part of this Gospel – on acceptance – where beloved disciple John judg-

es another person’s actions completely in terms of that person’s belonging within the inner-circle discipleship 

group or not. Has this outsider followed Jesus from the beginning, or is he a Johnnie-come-lately? Does he 

recognize the preeminence of us, the inner group of disciples? Hey, Jesus! This outsider is cashing in on 

your name!  

Jesus’ reply that the disciples have no monopoly on His name is prefigured by the First Reading from 

Numbers: Joshua wants Moses to stop Eldad and Medad from prophesying because they were not in the in-

crowd. Moses answers, “Would that the LORD might bestow his spirit on everyone!” The “seventy elders” 

don’t hold an exclusive franchise. God is able to work outside their select group. In the Gospel, Jesus’ disci-

ples miss the good being done because they are more concerned about an outsider’s use of what they see 

as their own exclusive possession. They focused on differences rather than on what they had in common 

with someone. 

Jesus next talks about scandal: “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to 

sin8.” Being tied to a large stone and thrown into the sea was a grisly form of Roman execution. It would be 

better to undergo that than to give the wrong example to others. In fact, and here we enter the last part of 

this Gospel’s teaching, better to amputate my hand or foot, if it causes me to sin. 

My wife Florence’s diabetic uncle had to have his leg cut off by a surgeon in order to save his life. 

Saving my own life takes precedence over my limbs. I must “cut it out,” if I want to live. I know within myself 

when my actions are life-giving or life-destroying. Surprisingly, it’s often that destructive behavior persists 

even when knowing it is destructive. Jesus’ solution is simple: Cut out the negative, destructive behavior and 

get back on track. That’s the idea behind the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

I learned to share the exact nature of "my wrongs" as a way to come to terms with them. I learned 

from St. Ignatius Loyola to reflect on what in my day was positive or life-giving and what was not, to regularly 

examine myself to see where, when, how, and with whom I am most likely to walk away from the opportuni-

ties God gives me to do the good, so I could work out why I do it and change the pattern. By her example, 

Florence taught me everything in-between. 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JEROME……. 

 

   Sunday   9/30 11:00 AM Mass with Fr. Rojin’s Archbishop 

       Parish Festival 12-3:30 with Raffle drawing at 3PM

   Monday  10/1 Women’s Scripture Group 9:30 AM 

   Tuesday  10/2 Bible Study 9:30AM 

   Wednesday  10/3 Contemplative Prayer 7PM 

       Women’s Scripture Group 7:30 PM 

   Thursday  10/4  

   Friday  10/5  

   Saturday       10/6 Men’s Ministry 7:00 AM 



 WEEKLY OFFERTORY SUMMARY 

September 23, 2018                  $3,692 

September total to date     $38,766 

September Offertory Budget    $38,100 

As always, thank you for your  

generous support of our parish.  

We pray for those who bravely serve our country. 

Our service people include: 

PFC Devon Barker, United States Army 

PFC Andrew Chimento, United States Army  

Sgt. Jason Kulik, United States Army 

SSgt. Cameron Prescott, USAF 

Pvt. Patrick Ruther, CTARNG 

SSG Hendrik P. Sorensen, ARNG 

Airman Lauren A. Sorensen, USN 

LCpl. Jack H. Whitney,  USMC 

THANK YOU FOR 

YOUR FOOD DRIVE 

AND MILK FUND 

DONATIONS   

Thank you for your donations to our September 

Food Drive.  Our total number of food items was 

624, 327 of which were purchased at "the most 

needed items table" after each Mass.  The Milk Fund 

Collection total was $74.  Also, thank you to the vol-

unteers who staffed the table this weekend:  Kathy 

Jimenez, Sheila Rietano, Maureen Morrissey, and 

Beth O'Mara. It is the support of our parishioners 

that enables us to help our Norwalk families put food 

on their tables.       �

 

ALL VOLUNTEERS MUST COMPLETE  

VIRTUS TRAINING!!   

All volunteers 18 years and over must be in com-

pliance with the diocesan mandate.     

Please visit www.virtusonline.org to register.  

Some upcoming training dates: 

St. Cecilia (Stamford) 10/3 – 6 PM 

New Covenant Center (Stamford) 10/17—6 PM 

 

SAVE THE DATE—St. Jerome  

Shredding Fundraiser 

We will be holding a Shredding fund-

raiser at the end of the month.  If you 

wish to bring your documents, we will 

have a drop off day to our locked 

classroom on Sunday, October 28. (Call the office to 

come another time.)  Every box dropped off will be 

$20.  (Boxes should be the size that copy paper 

comes in.)  We will have extra boxes. The shredding 

truck will be onsite on Monday, October 29th. 

OLD TESTAMENT BIBLE 

STUDY  TUESDAYS 

Weekly Tuesday morning Bi-

ble Study program in the 

church hall after the 9:00 AM 

Mass. We will watch 25-

minute DVD presentations of 

“Enjoying the Old Testament” 

by Fr. Richard J. Clifford, S.J., Ph.D., from September 

25 through November 13. After each video, there will 

be a half-hour of discussion led by Fr. David. Each 

participant receives a free Study Guide. We conclude 

our Old Testament study with sessions 17-24: the 

Psalms, the Book of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and 

the Book of Daniel.  

TWEETS OF THE WEEK  

@Pontifex “Peace is a choice: it 

cannot be imposed and it isn’t found 

by chance.” 

 

@BishopCaggiano “In a world that tells us to 

avoid all sacrifice and suffering, we must remem-

ber that healing can come through someone who 

chooses to take up their cross for the sake of 

their neighbor.” 

 

@JamesMartinSJ “Gospel: (9/24) ‘No one who 

lights a lamp conceals it with a vessel or sets it 

under a bed,’ says Jesus.  Including God—who 

has endowed you with gifts and talents, and 

doesn’t want them to go unused. If you’re open 

to grace, God will use all you’ve been given for 

the benefit of others.” 



• REACH  – First parent/child session will take 

place on October 14th.  Please attend 9:15 Mass 

followed by the session in th hall. 

• REGISTRATION forms need to be returned 

ASAP so that we can plan for our space needs. 

• NEW Kindergarten or First graders,  please 

register ASAP. 

• There is NO TOTAL this Sunday due to the Par-

ish Festival or October 7th due to Columbus 

Day.   

• TOTAL resumes October 14th. 

• Sunday, Oct. 21, is Parent’s Night at TOTAL! 

Please join your child for Mass and then come 

down to the Kevin Eidt Youth Room to see what 

goes on at TOTAL.  

• If you are receiving the sacrament of Confirma-

tion on December 2nd, please make sure you 

have submitted an Official Parish Registry, 

Sponsor Certificate and a record of your service 

hours to Daniela by the end of October. 

• Teen lectors (readers) are needed for the 6:00 

Mass. Please contact Daniela or Joe if you are 

interested in becoming a lector. You will have to 

attend a few training sessions before you can be 

put on the schedule. Anyone who becomes a 

lector will receive service hours for each time 

that you read at Mass. 

 

ST. JEROME PARISH 

FESTIVAL TODAY 

OUR FESTIVAL takes place in 

the church hall on today from noon 

to 3:30 PM (food service ends at 

3:00). The festival starts right after 

the 11 AM Mass celebrated by Fr. Rojin’s Arch-

bishop Njaralakatt.  

OUR PARISH RAFFLE DRAWING for the 

three cash prizes will take place at 3:00 PM at the 

festival. Buying a parish raffle ticket gives you free 

admission to the parish festival – please pick up 

your ticket! 

 

 

ESL TUTORS NEEDED 

We have a local need for Volun-

teer Tutors for ESL classes for 

women at two Norwalk church-

es.  Classes take place on Mon-

day, Tuesday, and Thursday mornings at St. Lad-

islaus in South Norwalk from 9:30 to 11:30 AM 

and in the afternoons at St. Thomas in East Nor-

walk from 1:00 - 3:00 PM.  For more info or to vol-

unteer, please contact Sister Peg Regan  at 203-

635-3151 or  pegsita@aol.com. 


