
 

ST. JEROME CHURCH 

23 Half Mile Road  Norwalk, CT 06851   ~  203-847-5349 



 SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT FEBRUARY 21, 2016 

 

 

SABBATH MASSES 

Saturday 4:00 PM E.S.T. & 4:30 PM D.S.T. 

Sunday  8:00 AM 

 9:15 AM  Young Childrenʼs Mass  

             11:00 AM   

 6:00 PM  Teen Mass 

 

DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

Vigil   7:00 PM  

Holy Day  9:00 AM, 7:00 PM 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon-Sat  9:00 AM 

 

HOW TO FIND US…… 

Parish Website:  

www.stjeromenorwalk.org 

 

Parish Email:  

norwalkstjerome@cs.com 

 

REACH email:   

reachstjerome@optonline.net 

 

Facebook: St. Jerome Norwalk 

 

Twitter:  @StJeromeNorwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Facebook:  

REACH St.Jerome 

 

REACH & TOTAL Twitter: 

@REACHstjerome 

 

PASTORAL STAFF 

203-847-5349 

Rev. David Blanchfield, Pastor 

Rev. Rojin Zacharias K.M., Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Michael Hoag, S.J., Weekend Assistant 

Deacon Dean Finch • 203-246-3501 

deacon.dean.finch@gmail.com 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

203-847-5349 

Mrs. Pat Florio, Secretary   

Office Hours, Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (REACH)   

203-846-2111 

Mrs. Kathy Coyne, DRE 

Mrs. Anne Groener 

Mrs. Natalie Raduazzo   

Mrs. Kathy Rohr 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY (TOTAL) 

Joe and Daniela OʼCallaghan   

203-847-0321 

jocallaghan@optonline.net  

danielaoc@optonline.net 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

203-847-5349 

Mr. Donald Nelson   

Mrs. Joan McFarland   

 

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 

Robert Yap • 203-246-7447 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Jerry Holdridge • 203-966-3658 

 

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

203-847-3881    Pre K—Grade 8 

139 West Rocks Road 

Norwalk, CT 06851 

Mrs. Linda Dunn, Principal 

 

FAITH DIRECT—ONLINE GIVING 

866-507-8757 www.faithdirect.net 

Sign up using our church code: CT46, or 

by mailing a paper enrollment form available in 

the parish office.  Also available on our website at 

www.stjeromenorwalk.org/Faith-Direct-

enrollment.pdf 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. Jerome Parish, a 

Roman Catholic community, proclaim 

our belief in the message and mission of 

Jesus Christ.  As disciples of Jesus we are 

called to proclaim the Kingdom of God 

and to work for its values in the local 

community and beyond.  We are com-

mitted to:  worship, religious education, 

shared faith and service.  We welcome 

all people with respect, acceptance and 

support. 

Parish Staff 



Altar Flowers 

February 27/28—in memory of Deborah Piacente 

given by her parents. 

Altar Flowers may be memorialized for a donation 

of $50.  Please call the Parish Office several 

months prior to your desired date. 

 

Adoration & Silent Prayer  

Every day between 4:00PM and 5:00PM.  

 

Contemplative Prayer  

Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM.  

Come spend some quiet time with the Lord. 

 

Widows’ Support Group 

Meets at 9:30AM on the first Thursday of the 

month in the Kevin Eidt Youth Room. 

 

Perpetual Novena   

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal takes place 

each Monday following morning Mass 

 

Rosary & Divine Mercy Prayers 

Monday through Saturday after daily Mass 

 

Baptisms Every fourth Sunday at 12:15.  

Please call the parish office to schedule.  

 

Required Pre-Baptism Please contact  

Deacon Dean Finch at 203-246-3501 to arrange. 

Class is required for the first child baptized at  

St. Jerome. 

 

Reconciliation  One hour before vigil on 

Saturday.  Also Anytime by appointment. 

 

Marriages  Please contact the Rectory at least 

six months in advance. 

 

Anointing of the Sick  takes place on the first 

Wednesday of each month, immediately following 

the 9:00 AM Mass,  in the sanctuary.  Anyone 

with an ongoing medical condition or who is 

seriously ill, anticipating a medical procedure or 

operation, is welcome to come. 

 

Gluten Free Hosts are available at all 

Masses. If you require a gluten-free host, please 

see the officiating priest before Mass.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2/20 9:00 am George Genuario Jr, 

   (Kahn family) 

    

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:00 pm Bill Tucci 

   (wife, Esty) 

 

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 

2/21 8:00 am Eileen Kennedy  

   (Ed & Barbara Bagnato) 

 9:15 am         Frank Caroano  

   (Barbara Bagnato) 

 11:00 am Vincent Matro 

    (Daughter, Marguerite) 

   6:00 pm         Laura Smith 

   (Pat & Phil Florio) 

 

 

2/22 9:00 am        for our Nation’s Leaders 

    

     

2/23 9:00 am Claire Budnick 

   (Helen & Maureen Jansen) 

 

    

2/24 9:00 am for our homeless neighbors 

  

2/25 9:00 am for our hungry neighbors  

 

2/26 9:00 am Harry Clark 

   (Wife, Joanne) 

    

 

2/27 9:00 am Lorraine Vassallo 

   (daughter) 

    

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:00 pm Antoniette & Dominick Sentoro 

   (family) 

 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

2/28 8:00 am Michael Capabianco  

   (Anne Rubolino) 

 9:15 am         Ileane Glica  

   (family) 

 11:00 am Deborah Piacente 

    (parents) 

   6:00 pm         Eileen Kennedy 

   (Fr. David & parish staff) 

 

   

   

                                   

ST. MATTHEW CHURCH  

HAS BEEN NAMED  

A CENTER OF MERCY CHURCH  

Confession Schedule:  

Every Tuesday- 7:00-8:30pm   

& Every Saturday-3:15-4:00pm  



 

RANDOM THOUGHTS… 

You will be reading this on the Second Sunday of Lent, but don’t let that scare you, there is 

plenty of time to have a good Lent. The key is just to pay attention to the presence of the Lord. I will 

tell you what has been helpful to me. This year I have been re-reading and using Anthony de 

Mello’s book, “SADHANA, A WAY TO GOD: CHRISTIAN EXERCISES IN EASTERN FORM”. This 

is a spiritual classic by a Jesuit who trained many spiritual directors in India. In his book he has a 

section on how to pray constantly. To do so, he recommends choosing a simple line from Scripture 

and to recite it internally whenever you have a free moment. I have chosen the simple words “To 

You O Lord.” Those words are the first part of the prayer “To You O Lord, I lift up my Soul.” For me 

the key are the words “To You.” Implied is the prayer that I give whatever I am doing, and ultimately 

myself, to you the Lord. When I remember to say that prayer throughout the day it makes such a 

difference. The problem, of course, is to remember. Take yesterday for example, I was outside tak-

ing Murphy to open up Church at 6:30am when I discovered that, even though the temperature was 

40°, we had major black ice on the walkway to BusyBodies. I called our snow removal company 

and set out to put down ice melt. It just wasn’t working, so I went and got sand and put that down, 

stopping to escort the early comers over the icy walkway. The whole job took about 40 minutes. It 

was mindless work and if I had kept saying “To You O Lord”, what a difference it would have made.  

But I forgot! Today, Wednesday I am back on track! You see it all comes down to paying attention, 

noticing the constant presence of God and responding. 

Now on to the practical;..This coming Wednesday , February 24

th

, at 7pm we are having 

our first planning session for Fr. Joe’s retirement party which will be held on Sunday, April 3

rd

, at 

the 11am Mass, followed by a reception. The meeting presumes that a possible storm does not de-

velop. Fr. Joe is feeling much better and his family is excited to attend the party and hear all the 

wonderful things we have to say about Fr. Joe. In case of snow, the meeting will be on Thursday 

night, the 25

th

. 

Also, on Monday, March 7

th

, we are having an evening meeting both for those who attended 

the Conect winter assembly, as well as those who want to learn more about Conect and the very 

important work of community organizing.  Conect (Congregations Organized for a New Connecti-

cut) is greatly involved in the ‘DO NOT STAND IDLY BY’ CAMPAIGN which is designed to use the 

government purchase of guns to get the gun companies and the NRA to dialogue about both better 

policing of rogue dealers, as well as promoting gun safety through smart gun technology.  57% of 

the illegal guns in our country come from 1% of dealers, and the gun companies do nothing about 

their rogue dealers.  Conect is working on this national and long term issue. So come on the 7

th

 of 

March to the hall and hear what ‘power used for the good’ can accomplish. 

             ����������	����
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   Sunday  2/21 REACH—Grades 1-6 meet in the morning 

             Grades 7-8 meet in the eveing 

      TOTAL— regular meeting & “14 Steps” rehearsal 

   Monday 2/22 Women’s Scripture & Prayer 9:30 AM 

   Tuesday 2/23 Bible Study 9:30 AM 

                   Wednesday 2/24 Contemplative Prayer 7:00 PM 

      Women’s Scripture & Prayer 7:30 PM 

      Planning Meeting for Fr. Joe’s Celebration 7:00 PM 

   Thursday 2/25 REACH Singers Rehearsal 7:30 PM 

   Friday  2/26 Soup & Bread Supper & Talk 6:00 PM 

   Saturday      2/27 Men’s Ministry 7:00 AM 

      Parent & Child First Reconciliation Workshop 1:00—3:00 PM 



   

WEEKLY OFFERTORY SUMMARY 

February 14, 2016        $3,636 

Faith Direct for February     $18,316 

February total to date     $26,462 

February offertory budget      $36,189 

 

As always, thank you for your generous support of our 

parish.   

 

LENTEN SOUP & 

BREAD SUPPER 

FEBRUARY 26 6PM  

Our second free Lenten Fri-

day Soup & Bread Supper 

in the church hall will start 

at 6:00 PM. At 7:00 PM, Fr. Rojin will give a per-

sonal Witness Talk followed by small group dis-

cussions. We will end with evening prayer in the 

church sanctuary.  

Save the date for our third Lenten Witness Talk by 

Joan McFarland on March 4.   

 

Please sign up in the church hallway for mak-

ing meatless soups for Lenten Fridays. We 

need many soup-makers. Please bring your soup 

in a crock pot or large pot with a heating plate if 

you can. Please bring beverages. We’ll supply the 

breads, coffee, and tea. 

 

CONVIVIO 2016:  

"Uplift the World"       

     “Have you ever felt the gaze 

of everlasting love upon you? 

Do you realize how precious 

you are to God, who has given 

you everything out of love?” 

Have you ever experienced this 

joy and want to extend it to others? Jesus is waiting 

for you! Please join fellow students at Convivio, a 

high school congress where students come together 

to reflect upon contemporary society. Throughout 

the weekend there are group discussions, talks, vid-

eos, games, and more. There is also the opportunity 

to partake in Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, and the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation. This event is open to 

all high school students from grades 9-12 and will be 

held at Sacred Heart University on 

March 4, 5 and 6. Please visit 

www.convivio-us.org or swipe the 

QR code to register. 

     It doesn’t matter where you are 

in your faith, you are part of some-

thing greater. See you there!  

 

 

 

HOW CAN WE HELP OUT?? 

 

If you normally 

attend the 

4:30PM Saturday Mass and are interested in help-

ing a parishioner who would like a ride to the Mass, 

please contact Barbara Bagnato at 203-847-7657  

 

 

New Pillows are always needed 

for Open Door Shelter—please drop 

in the hallway anytime!  Thanks! 

 

 

The Social Concerns Committee 

is collecting “gently used” or 

new, early or intermediate 

reading books for the ‘English 

as Second Language (ESL)’ 

classes currently provided by 

our parishioners to participants 

in South Norwalk.  

These books would provide students with a 

learning tool so they can become more familiar 

with English. Please place your donations in 

the marked box in the Church hallway.  Thank 

you for all donations!! 

 

KEEP JESUS 

WARM!!  

Donations of new or 

gently used scarves, 

hats, gloves, jackets, 

as well as NEW socks 

will be accepted here at 

St. Jerome during until February 28th!!  All do-

nations (including monetary donations) will be 

brought to the OPEN DOOR SHELTER by our 

TOTAL teens. 

EXTENDED till Feb 21 

WATER - FLINT, MICHGAN 

Norwalk's Christ Episcopal 

Church is supporting a group of 

volunteers who are driving a van 

filled with cases of water to the deprived families 

of Flint.  If you would like to help, please make a 

monetary donation to the marked container in the 

hallway through Sunday, Feb. 21st.  All donations 

will be delivered by our Social Concerns Commit-

tee for the purchase of bottled water.    Thank 

you to everyone who has made donations to 

this worthy cause. 



• TOTAL meets this week with a regular ses-

sion and rehearsal for ‘The Fourteen Steps’. 

Teens can still be a part of this Good Friday 

presentation as part of the crowd or help with 

the props and tech crew. 

• As part of ‘Keep Jesus Warm’ and ‘Night in a 

Box’, TOTAL is collecting winter jackets, hats, 

scarves, gloves, NEW socks and monetary 

donations that will be dropped off at the Open 

Door Shelter. Last Friday we dropped off 12 

big black garbage bags filled with these items. 

We will continue to accept donations in the bin 

in the hallway until next weekend, Feb 27-28. 

Please encourage family and friends to make 

a donation to the shelter. 

• The ‘30 Hour Famine’ takes place at St. 

Philip’s next weekend, February 27-28. There 

are many ways you can help: Make a dona-

tion to World Vision or Manna House, Walk 

with Claire, be a prayer partner for a teen. 

• Please see the bulletin insert for all the ways 

you can help during this event.�  

• REACH—February 21— 

 Grades 1-6 meet in the morning 

 Grades  7-8 meet in the evening  

• Volunteers needed each week for REACH to 

function—sign up at@..  

      http://stjerome.ivolunteer.com/ 

• Up next——February 28— 

 Grades 1-6 meet in the morning 

 Grades  7-8 no class 

   

Lauralton Hall invites you to at-

tend Take-a-Look Tuesday on 

March 1, 2016 at 8:00 a.m. Join us 

for coffee and a tour of Lauralton 

Hall.  RSVP to (203) 877-2786 ext. 

144, but if you don’t know until the 

last minute – just drop in. Lauralton Hall, 200 

High Street, Milford.  

SAFE ENVIRONMENTS 

******IMPORTANT ******  

All volunteers 18 and over must be in compliance 

with the diocesan mandate.     

P l e a s e  s e e  t h e  V I R T U S  w e b s i t e 

(www.virtusonline.org) click “registration”, click “view a 

list of sessions”, search “Bridgeport, CT (Diocese)”. 

Some training dates: 

Holy Spirit Stamford—2/24  at 6:00 pm 

 

Coffee Hours on 

REACH Sunday 

mornings following 

the 9:15 Mass are a great gathering place for old 

and new parishioners. Donations of foods for 

the Coffee Hours are always welcome as are 

helpers for set-up and clean-up.  

Also, hosts for Coffee Hours on non-REACH 

Sundays would be much appreciated by Fr David 

and the parish Welcoming Committee as we 

would like to expand this Sunday morning minis-

try. Please consider joining in this ministry of Hos-

pitality and Welcoming.  Contact the Russo fam-

ily, Mary Ann Holowinko or Welcoming Commit-

tee Chairperson, Annette Maiberger for more in-

formation. 

TWEETS OF THE WEEK 

   

 @Pontifex “You have asked me for 

a word of hope: what I have to offer 

you has a name:  Jesus Christ.” 

 

@BishopCaggiano “Prayer is the life blood of 

our spiritual lives and without it, we are like a 

ship without a rudder.” 

LENTEN REGULATIONS 

 

Fasting is to be observed on Ash Wednesday 

and Good Friday by all Catholics who are 18 

years of age but not yet 59. Fasting means one 

full meal. Two smaller meals are permitted. 

Abstinence from meat is to be observed by 

everyone 14 years or older on Ash Wednesday, 

Good Friday and on all Fridays of Lent. 

REMEMBER TO  

TAKE A TAG OR TWO  

EACH WEEK FROM OUR 

LENTEN CROSS!  


