
 

ST. JEROME CHURCH 

23 Half Mile Road  Norwalk, CT 06851   ~  203-847-5349 



SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  MAY 8, 2016 

 

 

SABBATH MASSES 

Saturday 4:00 PM E.S.T. & 4:30 PM D.S.T. 

Sunday  8:00 AM 

 9:15 AM  Young Childrenʼs Mass  

             11:00 AM   

 6:00 PM  Teen Mass 

 

DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

Vigil   7:00 PM  

Holy Day  9:00 AM, 7:00 PM 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon-Sat  9:00 AM 

 

HOW TO FIND US…… 

Parish Website:  

www.stjeromenorwalk.org 

 

Parish Email:  

norwalkstjerome@cs.com 

 

REACH email:   

reachstjerome@optonline.net 

 

Facebook: St. Jerome Norwalk 

 

Twitter:  @StJeromeNorwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Facebook:  

REACH St.Jerome 

 

REACH & TOTAL Twitter: 

@REACHstjerome 

 

PASTORAL STAFF 

203-847-5349 

Rev. David Blanchfield, Pastor 

Rev. Rojin Zacharias K.M., Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Michael Hoag, S.J., Weekend Assistant 

Deacon Dean Finch • 203-246-3501 

deacon.dean.finch@gmail.com 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

203-847-5349 

Mrs. Pat Florio, Secretary   

Office Hours, Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (REACH)   

203-846-2111 

Mrs. Kathy Coyne, DRE 

Mrs. Anne Groener 

Mrs. Natalie Raduazzo   

Mrs. Kathy Rohr 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY (TOTAL) 

Joe and Daniela OʼCallaghan   

203-847-0321 

jocallaghan@optonline.net  

danielaoc@optonline.net 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

203-847-5349 

Mr. Donald Nelson   

Mrs. Joan McFarland   

 

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 

Robert Yap • 203-246-7447 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Jerry Holdridge • 203-966-3658 

 

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

203-847-3881    Pre K—Grade 8 

139 West Rocks Road 

Norwalk, CT 06851 

Mrs. Linda Dunn, Principal 

 

FAITH DIRECT—ONLINE GIVING 

866-507-8757 www.faithdirect.net 

Sign up using our church code: CT46, or 

by mailing a paper enrollment form available in 

the parish office.  Also available on our website at 

www.stjeromenorwalk.org/Faith-Direct-

enrollment.pdf 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. Jerome Parish, a 

Roman Catholic community, proclaim 

our belief in the message and mission of 

Jesus Christ.  As disciples of Jesus we are 

called to proclaim the Kingdom of God 

and to work for its values in the local 

community and beyond.  We are com-

mitted to:  worship, religious education, 

shared faith and service.  We welcome 

all people with respect, acceptance and 

support. 

Parish Staff 



Altar Flowers 

May 14/15—altar flowers in memory of  

          Alfred & Nilda Canevari 

Altar Flowers may be memorialized for a donation 

of $50.  Please call the Parish Office several 

months prior to your desired date. 

 

Adoration & Silent Prayer  

Every day between 4:00PM and 5:00PM.  

 

Contemplative Prayer  

Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM.  

Come spend some quiet time with the Lord. 

 

Widows’ Support Group 

Meets at 9:30AM on the second Thursday of the 

month in the Kevin Eidt Youth Room. 

 

Perpetual Novena   

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal takes place 

each Monday following morning Mass 

 

Rosary & Divine Mercy Prayers 

Monday through Saturday after daily Mass 

 

Baptisms Every fourth Sunday at 12:15.  

Please call the parish office to schedule.  

 

Required Pre-Baptism Please contact  

Deacon Dean Finch at 203-246-3501 to arrange. 

Class is required for the first child baptized at  

St. Jerome. 

 

Reconciliation  One hour before vigil on 

Saturday.  Also Anytime by appointment. 

 

Marriages  Please contact the Rectory at least 

six months in advance. 

 

Anointing of the Sick  takes place on the first 

Wednesday of each month, immediately following the 

9:00 AM Mass,  in the sanctuary.  Anyone with an 

ongoing medical condition or who is seriously ill, 

anticipating a medical procedure or operation, is 

welcome to come. 

 

Gluten Free Hosts are available at all Masses. If 

you require a gluten-free host, please see the 

officiating priest before Mass.  

 

 

The Banns of Marriage are 

announced for the second time 

between Drew Sgoutas and 

Mira Fajardo 

 

 

 

 

 

5/7 9:00 am Elizabeth 

   (family) 

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:30 pm  Ann & Wally Regan 

   (family) 

      

SEVENTH SUNDAY of EASTER  

5/8 8:00 am Mary Angela Bivona  

              (Steven R. Bivona) 

 9:15 am         Angela Monarchie 

   (Nancy & John Wagner) 

 11:00 am Angela Ferrone 

   (Kuczo family) 

  6:00 pm          Carol Garvey 

   (John Garvey) 

 

5/9 9:00 am        James Marren 

   (Mary Vota) 

    

5/10 9:00 am Christine Romano  

   (D’Alto family) 

    

5/11 9:00 am Susan Marie & Samuel Testa 

   (Michele & family) 

   

5/12 9:00 am Betty V. Butting 

   (Lisa & Jack O’Melia) 

  

5/13 9:00 am Our Lady of Fatima 

    

5/14 9:00 am Elvira Bedoya 

   (family) 

 

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:30 pm  Howard & Verla Christensen 

   (Jeff & Karen Christensen) 

      

PENTECOST SUNDAY 

5/15 8:00 am Leonard Mecca, Sr.  

              (Son, Len) 

 9:15 am         Felix Glica 

   (Chuba family) 

 11:00 am Vincent Iannone, Jr. 

   (family) 

  6:00 pm          Bob Knight 

   (Rohr family) 

PICK UP YOUR PHOTOS!!! 

All photo’s that were dropped off to be 

used in Fr. Joe’s video can be picked up 

in the parish office!!   

Thanks for sharing them with us! 



In the backstory to Stephen's martyrdom in the First Reading today, he is taken before the San-

hedrin for blasphemy (Acts 6:8-15 to 7:1-54). He preaches all of salvation history and then calls the 

Sanhedrin stiff-necked, uncircumcised, murderers, and disobedient to the Law. Ouch! Cover your ears! 

Then we hear of the glorious death of Stephen, the first martyr. 

"Glorious"? How so? Told this story by Sister Mary Armbuster when I was in grade school, my 

young mind saw only the glory of Stephen's sacrifice. He paid the price for what he believed. I can do 

that! After all, I had read "A Man on Fire," a children's life of St. Paul, so I knew who this Saul was who 

watched the coats. I knew he became St. Paul. Even more glorious! Cue background music: "Mine 

Eyes Have Seen the Glory of the Coming of the Lord." 

Today I see a bit deeper: The death of Stephen is parallel to the death of Jesus. Luke has 

Stephen, like Jesus, ask God to forgive the people killing him. As Stephen dies, he says, “Lord Jesus, 

receive my spirit,” which is much like Jesus' saying on the Cross, "Father, into your hands I commend 

my spirit" (Luke 23:46). Stephen patterns his life after that of Jesus and he is sure Jesus is standing 

with him. Still pretty darn glorious! 

Flash forward to the recent past. Millions of Irish Catholics came to the US in the late 19th century be-

cause of the Irish Potato Famine. Children threw stones at Irish children while yelling "Micks" or 

"Papists". Many Catholics used to treat other Catholics who entered into "mixed marriages" as pariahs. 

The world was simply Catholic and non-Catholic. Families were divided and jobs, education, and 

friendship were out of the question because you fell in love with a Protestant or, worse, a Jew. Sister 

Mary Armbuster pounded it into the child-me that all those outside the Roman Catholic Church were 

going to have a tough time getting into heaven. Talk about throwing mental rocks! Then the Second 

Vatican Council ushered in ecumenical dialogues and meetings and throwing mental stones at non-

Catholics became passé. 

And that get us to today's Gospel, the seventh and last Sunday of the Easter season. It is the 

climax of the long discourse Jesus gives at the Last Supper in the Gospel of John. It can seem hard to 

understand. I sure did not know what it meant when I was a young boy. But, and this is important, this 

Gospel includes us! Jesus speaks directly to his Father in prayer and we get to overhear it. Joined to 

Jesus in faith, we share in His glory, share in the union of Jesus and his Father. Our love for one an-

other, the "oneness," the unity, between the disciples – and between us – for which Jesus prays, is to 

be a reflection, an extension, of the love that exists between the Father and the Son. Our love for one 

another must take on that role. 

Jesus prays that those who do not know God will do so through the witness of we believers. A 

witness not only of faith, but also of actions, deeds. And we can do it, because Jesus is rooting for us, 

praying for us, being with us. We can be Stephen. We can be Jesus to the world. We can take care of 

one another. Don't throw rocks; throw bread. Just do it! We can love one another as Jesus loves us. Be 

unafraid to be Christian. We do it, as Fr. Mike said last Sunday, by changing a diaper, by taking care of 

an ailing mother, by caring for those in need. Glorious! 

              THIS WEEK AT ST. JEROME…….    

   Sunday  5/8 May Crowning at 9:15 Mass 

      REACH & TOTAL  - no classes  

   Monday 5/9 Women’s Scripture & Prayer 9:30 AM 

   Tuesday 5/10  

                   Wednesday 5/11 Contemplative Prayer 7:00 PM 

      Women’s Scripture & Prayer 7:30 PM 

   Thursday 5/12 Widow’s Support 9:30 AM 

      REACH Singers rehearsal 7:30 PM 

   Friday  5/13  

   Saturday      5/14 Men’s Ministry 7:00 AM 



   

WEEKLY OFFERTORY SUMMARY 

May 1, 2016         $5,340 

May offertory budget      $47,047 

 

As always, thank you for your generous  

support of our parish.   

 

 

Tap into Calm…. 

 Spring into Healthy 

Monday, 5/23, 6:30—7:30 PM 

Learn another effective tool to 

dealing with life’s stress, trauma, 

fears, anxieties.  EFT—emotional freedom technique 

and essential oils will be discussed.   

 Free Event—right here with our own  

        Marian Edvardsen! 

How can you help??? 

 

RECYCLABLE GROCERY BAGS NEEDED 

If you have extra recyclable grocery 

bags, we have a home for them to be 

used at Person To Person in Nor-

walk.  You can place them in the 

large box behind the alcove curtain 

as you exit to the back parking 

lot.  Any size would be appreci-

ated.  Thanks for your help.  

PIG ROAST RAFFLE PICNIC - SATURDAY, JUNE 4  

BUY YOUR RAFFLE TICKETS TODAY 

Our 21th Annual Raffle is Saturday, June 4 with a raffle barbeque picnic!!! 

This year we will have an old-fashioned pig roast with all the trimmings beginning 

in the church hall after the 4:30 PM Mass.  

The prize drawings will be at 7:00 PM. You can help fund the parish's operations 

and good works by buying $50.00 raffle tickets on sale before and after all week-

end Masses. Tickets are $50.00 each. First prize is $12,000, second prize is 

$2,000, and third prize is $1,000. Over the years our parish raffle has raised a sig-

nificant amount of money to support St. Jerome's. We greatly appreciate your past 

support and need it more than ever this year!  

ELECTIONS MAY 7/8—Final Weekend 

This is the last weekend that ballots are being ac-

cepted to elect members to our parish council.  The 

following parishioners have accepted nominations to 

be candidates for election to the St. Jerome Pastoral 

Council for the 2016-2018 term: 

Joe Abruscato, Neil Dennehy, Maureen Faulkner, 

Jay Fusci, Keith Garvey, Maria Granata,  

Dave Hall, Jennifer Romano, Maureen McElaney,  

Carol Oustafine, Brian Stone, Nicole Tobin,  

Dom Vento and Bob Yap. 

You can vote for a maximum of seven (7) candidates 

from the above list. Resumes with photographs of 

the candidates are posted on the bulletin board in the 

hallway and also on an easel in the rear of the 

church.  

Ballots are located in the folders labeled 

“FORMS” hanging from each of the four bulletin 

stands.  

Please sign the ballot for authentication and place it 

in one of the green and gold boxes at the bulletin 

stands.  Only signed ballots will be counted! 

Voting ends after the 6:00 PM Mass on Sunday, 5/8!! 

 

Please show your support for our Parish by vot-

ing! 



• Next Sunday, May 15, is our last night of TOTAL 

for this year. Next year’s 9

th

 graders and all TO-

TAL teens are invited for an ice cream social in 

the Kevin Eidt Youth Room after the 6:00 Mass. 

• We have scheduled the Confirmation retreats for 

students receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation 

in the fall of 2016 for Tuesday, June 28

th

 and 

Wednesday, July 6

th

 at St. Birgitta’s in Darien from 

9:00 to 3:00. 9th graders must attend one retreat 

in order to fulfill their requirements for Confirma-

tion. 

• REACH— May  8— no classes 

• Last Classes—May 15—  

 (Last Classes of the school year.) 

 Grade 1-6 meet in the morning 

 Grade 7-8 meet in the evening   

   (pick-up at 8:15) 

 

Congratulations to our Parish chil-

dren that received First Communion 

yesterday. Please remember them in 

your prayers at this special time.  

WE WELCOME TO THE LORD’S 

TABLE…. 

Alexis Adcock    Anthony Ackerson 

Natalie Andruchow   Bryan Acosta 

Valeria Antunes   Kayla Barta 

Richard Courville   Jaxon Ermo 

Gino DeBernardo   Cristian Escalante 

Devon Emmet   Dylan Forte 

Morgan Emmet   Grace Gagnon 

Katherine Fedor   Caitlyn Getty 

Finnley Forero   Joshua Muro 

Christa Gasparino   Efrain Negron 

Andrew Gjoka   Colleen Piney 

Mackenzie Grey   Gabriel Pote 

Brenden Griffin   Brianna Pullia 

Noah Lawrence   Elijah Restrepo 

Gavin Long    Dean Robinson 

Natalia Martinez    Maria Robinson 

Madelyn Mattera    Dominick Scarpelli 

Xavier Myles   Adriana Sforza 

Daniel Nadybal   Cooper Strazza 

Patrick Neville   Sofia Tullio 

Madison O’Brien   Gia Ventrella 

Ava Oustafine 

Gianni Poku 

Tyler Tarnok  

Document Shredding Fundraiser  

St. Stephen Church  

6948 Main St., Trumbull  

Saturday, May 21, 2016 Noon-3pm  

$10 per box or $25 for 3 boxes  

(Standard size of a paper box)  

All shredding done immediately in your presence. 

Proceeds benefit the St. Stephen Youth Ministry 

Merton House Feeding Program! 

Over the years many corporations in the Dio-

cese have participated in the Matching Gift Pro-

gram. When making your pledge to the 2016 An-

nual Catholic Appeal, please consult with your 

employer to determine if they match gifts. If your 

company does participate, the Diocese of 

Bridgeport or its designated agencies such as 

Catholic Charities or the Catholic Academy of 

Bridgeport, they may qualify for these additional 

funds. The company match will increase the dol-

lar amount received at no extra cost to you. A list 

of Matching Gift companies has been posted on 

our website, www.2016ACAbridgeport.com. For 

further information please contact the Develop-

ment Office at (203) 416-1312 or email us at 

2016ACA@diobpt.org.  

REACH REGISTRATION 2016-2017  

     Registration materials were sent home with cur-

rent grade K-6 students. Please check your child’s 

folder for the information. Early Bird pricing is 

effective through June 15th. All forms should be 

submitted now (with or without payment) to qual-

ify for that price break.  

     If you know of a new family or a family with a 

child entering kindergarten or 1st Grade, please 

h a v e  t h e m  c o n t a c t  u s  a t 

reachstjerome@optonline.net or 203-846- 2111.  

TWEETS OF THE WEEK 

 @Pontifex “Jesus conquered evil at 

the root:  he is the Door of Salvation, 

open wide so that each person may 

find mercy.” 

 

@JamesMartinSJ “Gospel: How often do you 

ask for the help of the Holy Spirit, the breath, the 

“ruah” of God?  Call on her in time of need.  

Count on her help.” 


