
 

ST. JEROME CHURCH 

23 Half Mile Road  Norwalk, CT 06851   ~  203-847-5349 



TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME OCTOBER 9, 2016 

 

 

SABBATH MASSES 

Saturday 4:00 PM E.S.T. & 4:30 PM D.S.T. 

Sunday  8:00 AM 

 9:15 AM  Young Children's Mass  

             11:00 AM   

 6:00 PM  Teen Mass 

 

DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

Vigil   7:00 PM  

Holy Day  9:00 AM, 7:00 PM 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon-Sat  9:00 AM 

 

HOW TO FIND US…… 

Parish Website:  

www.stjeromenorwalk.org 

 

Parish Email:  norwalkstjerome@cs.com 

 

REACH email:  reachstjerome@optonline.net 

 

Parish Facebook:  

St. Jerome Norwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Facebook:  

 REACH St.Jerome 

 

 

Parish Twitter:  @StJeromeNorwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Twitter: 

@REACHstjerome 

 

 

PASTORAL STAFF 

203-847-5349 

Rev. David Blanchfield, Pastor 

Rev. Rojin Zacharias K.M., Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Michael Hoag, S.J., Weekend Assistant 

Deacon Dean Finch • 203-847-6397 

deacon.dean.finch@gmail.com 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

203-847-5349 

Mrs. Pat Florio, Secretary   

Office Hours, Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (REACH)   

203-846-2111 

Mrs. Kathy Coyne, DRE 

Mrs. Natalie Raduazzo   

Mrs. Kathy Rohr 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY (TOTAL) 

Joe and Daniela OʼCallaghan   

203-847-0321 

jocallaghan@optonline.net  

danielaoc@optonline.net 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

203-847-5349 

Mr. Donald Nelson   

Mrs. Joan McFarland   

 

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 

Robert Yap • 203-246-7447 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Jerry Holdridge • 203-966-3658 

 

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

203-847-3881    Pre K—Grade 8 

139 West Rocks Road 

Norwalk, CT 06851 

Mrs. Linda Dunn, Principal 

 

FAITH DIRECT—ONLINE GIVING 

866-507-8757 www.faithdirect.net 

Sign up using our church code: CT46, or 

by mailing a paper enrollment form available in 

the parish office.  Also available on our website at 

www.stjeromenorwalk.org/Faith-Direct-

enrollment.pdf 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. Jerome Parish, a 

Roman Catholic community, proclaim 

our belief in the message and mission of 

Jesus Christ.  As disciples of Jesus we 

are called to proclaim the Kingdom of 

God and to work for its values in the lo-

cal community and beyond.  We are 

committed to:  worship, religious educa-

tion, shared faith and service.  We wel-

come all people with respect, accep-

tance and support. 

Parish Staff 



Altar Flowers 

Altar Flowers may be memorialized for a donation 

of $50.  Please call the Parish Office several 

months prior to your desired date. 

 

Adoration & Silent Prayer  

Every day between 4:00PM and 5:00PM.  

 

Contemplative Prayer  

Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM.  

Come spend some quiet time with the Lord. 

 

Widows’ Support Group 

Meets at 9:30AM on the second Thursday of the 

month in the Kevin Eidt Youth Room. 

 

Perpetual Novena   

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal takes place 

each Monday following morning Mass 

 

Rosary & Divine Mercy Prayers 

Monday through Saturday after daily Mass 

 

Baptisms Every fourth Sunday at 12:15.  

Please call the parish office to schedule.  

 

Required Pre-Baptism Please contact  

Deacon Dean Finch at 203-847-6397 to arrange. 

Class is required for the first child baptized at  

St. Jerome. 

 

Reconciliation  One hour before vigil on 

Saturday.  Also anytime by appointment. 

 

Marriages  Please contact the Rectory at least 

six months in advance. 

 

Anointing of the Sick  takes place on the first 

Wednesday of each month, immediately following the 

9:00 AM Mass,  in the sanctuary.  Anyone with an 

ongoing medical condition or who is seriously ill, 

anticipating a medical procedure or operation, is 

welcome to come. 

 

Gluten Free Hosts are available at all Masses. If 

you require a gluten-free host, please see the 

officiating priest before Mass.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10/8 9:00 am Safety of our Armed Forces 

 

        

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:30 pm  Nilda Canevari 

   (Pat Florio)  

 

TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

10/9 8:00 am Mark Harris, Sr. 

   (Robert & Beatrice Schriver)  

  

 9:15 am           Emma L’Archevesque 

   (Lee & Anna L’Archevesque) 

  

 11:00 am Richard C. Baluha  

   (Patricia Hungaski) 

    

 6:00 pm           Claire Budnik 

   (Helen & Maureen Jansen)  

 

10/10 9:00 am        Safety of First Responders 

       

10/11 9:00 am Rose Marie Lepore  

        

10/12 9:00 am Tony & Mitzi Mottola 

   (Daughter, Joanne) 

 

10/13 9:00 am Deceased Mothers 

  

10/14 9:00 am Deceased Fathers 

   

10/15 9:00 am for the People 

 

        

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:30 pm  Kelly Devine 

   (Sherry Alberta)  

 

TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

10/16 8:00 am Josephine Bonomo 

            (Doreen Como & Jeffrey Balasa)  

  

 9:15 am           Tucci & DiMeglio families 

    

  

 11:00 am Richard Tomeo  

   (Janet & Bob) 

    

 6:00 pm           Sr. Margaret Williams 

   (Mr. & Mrs. Robert Olson)  

    

 



     One year at the REACH Chil-

dren’s Mass Fr. Mike asked the 

children, "Who knows what a 

leper is?" A hand shot up. The 

boy ventured, "It’s like a tiger." 

Undaunted, Fr. Mike continued, "Only one cured leper came back to say thank you to Jesus. What did Jesus 

say?" Another hand shot up. The girl confidently answered, "You’re welcome." We think of the 10 Lepers Gospel 

as the "Thank you" Gospel. 

But disease, healing, and salvation are just as much what the readings are all about this Sunday. Both 

the First Reading and the Gospel tell of a person who has been cured returning to acknowledge and give thanks 

to God. In the First Reading Naaman, a great and powerful general and a foreigner like the Samaritan of the 

Gospel, emerges from the Jordan completely healed and this triggers another kind of healing or transformation. 

Naaman now says he is Elisha’s "servant" and professes faith in the God of the country that he previously 

mocked. This sets up for us the Samaritan's thank-you to Jesus after his cure in the Gospel.  

Naaman and the Samaritan each in his own way bring the healing power of God, the saving grace of 

God, to our full attention this Sunday. Paul, too, in the Second Reading is such a mediator of the good news. He 

brings the Gospel to those who are in need of salvation. When people are open to his preaching, they are trans-

formed and made ready to receive eternal glory. 

Leprosy was a dreaded disease in Biblical times. People with skin diseases were labelled "unclean" and 

forced to live away from others. Was this just wise contamination control? It likely also was the ancient-world's 

erroneous conviction that disease had to be a punishment from God for sinful behavior. Yet the leprosy, the dis-

ease, in the Gospel does generate a metaphor for sinfulness, the condition that makes me separated from God 

and alienated from society. 

We all recognize that what makes the Samaritan unique – and another "good Samaritan" – is his grati-

tude. One came back to give thanks. "He was a Samaritan" – that short, single, stand-alone line is devastating. 

Luke – and Jesus – again tweak the noses of the canonical Jews. The Samaritan is a double outcast, unclean 

and a foreigner. Once again the one on the margins, living in a "no-man’s-land," has shown up the shortcomings 

of the faith of the Jews, those more centrally-placed and self-presumptively more-favored. Once again we learn 

that the message of salvation that Jesus brings is available to all, not just the Jews. 

The Samaritan came back to glorify God – to acknowledge this manifestation of God's presence and 

power – and to say thank you. This faith, as Jesus said, saved him. The other nine lepers did what Jesus in-

structed, did go to show themselves to the priests for examination, and experienced physical healing. They did 

not experience "salvation." They did not acknowledge the source of their healing. Thanking and glorifying God 

got the Samaritan – and get me – beyond healing to salvation. 

Luke’s Gospel this Sunday is also about hope: It tells me the "good news" that nothing makes me taboo 

to Jesus, not leprosy, not addiction, not atheism. For me this Gospel is an emblem of spiritual healing, a meta-

phor for forgiveness, and a summons to conversion. If there is some part of me which needs healing, some 

dis—ease, something which makes me destructive, self-destructive, or just ill-at-ease with myself, other people, 

creation, or God, Jesus is only too willing to reach out to me and start the process of healing, salus (Latin), 

"salvation." Jesus will integrate and make whole the social and spiritual dimensions of my personality. To Jesus 

there is no such thing as an unclean or untouchable person. So too for us in the Christian community. 

Several significant questions jump into my mind upon hearing this Gospel:  What persons and events am I grate-

ful for? What gets in the way of my being grateful? What is my "leprosy," my dis—ease for which I need healing? 

Am I with the nine cured lepers, doing all the correct things, but without noticing and acknowledging the wonder 

of God’s creation and God's goodness to me? Or like the outsider, the Samaritan leper, do I see and acknowl-

edge the miracles of God unfolding around me?  

THIS WEEK AT ST. JEROME…….  

   Sunday  10/9 REACH Grades K-6 meet in the morning 

      REACH grade 7-8 meet in the evening 

      TOTAL meets in the evening      

   Monday 10/10 Women’s Scripture & Prayer 9:30 AM 

   Tuesday 10/11                     

   Wednesday 10/12 Contemplative Prayer 7:00 PM 

      Women’s Scripture & Prayer 7:30 PM 

   Thursday 10/13 Widow’s Support 9:30 AM 

   Friday  10/14  

   Saturday      10/15 Men’s Ministry 7:00 AM 



   

WEEKLY OFFERTORY SUMMARY 

October 2, 2016                        $4,257 

October offertory budget             $41,000 

 

As always, thank you for your  

generous support of our parish.   

 

Ever think about eGiving? …….. 

Fall into eGiving with Faith Direct! In a just few min-

utes, you can set up automatic contributions to St. 

Jerome Parish and save valuable leaf-crunching time 

both for yourself and our parish staff. 

 

To enroll, just go to www.faithdirect.net or download 

the free app and use our church code: CT46.  

 

 

BIBLE STUDY RE-

TURNS OCT. 18 – 

PSALMS!! 

This fall the five one-hour 

sessions in the church hall 

after the 9 AM Mass on 

Tuesday mornings run from Oct. 18 through Nov. 

15. We will study The Book of Psalms with 25-

minute DVD videos by Sr. Dianne Bergant, Ph.D. 

After each video we will have a half-hour of dis-

cussion led by Fr. David. You will experience the 

timeless power of the psalms and see how they 

are essential both in Scripture and the life of the 

Church. A free Study Guide will be provided.   

Don’t miss it!! 

 

FLU  SHOT CLINIC  

 

Save the dateKK..Flu Shot Clinic held 

right here at St. Jerome next Sunday, 

October 16th from 9:00 AM —12:30 

PM 

“SHREK THE MUSICAL”—Lauralton Hall will be 

presenting "Shrek the Musical" at the Parsons Center, 

70 West River Street in Milford on Oct. 21 at 7:30 

pm, Oct. 22 at 7 pm and Sun. matinee Oct. 23 at 2 

pm. $10, seniors and students, $15 general public. 

The performers are students from Lauralton Hall, Fair-

field Prep, Notre Dame and a few of them are Diocese 

of Bridgeport, High School Apostles.  

TWEETS OF THE WEEK 

 

@Pontifex “God changes the 

world by transforming our hearts.  

When God finds an open and trust-

ing heart, he can work wonders there.” 

 

@BishopCaggiano  “Having faith is like falling 

in love.  It comes from the center of your being 

and occupies all your waking thoughts.” 

 

@JamesMartinSJ  “Gospel:  Jesus’ Parable of 

the Good Samaritan is not just about being 

charitable, but this:  The one you hate turns 

out to be the one you need.” 

KEEP NORWALK WARM 

COAT DRIVE!   

This year's Norwalk Coat 

Drive is being held earlier -- 

the coat giveaway will take 

place on 10/22 at the Nor-

walk Police Station.  Our So-

cial Concerns Committee 

invites you to bring dona-

tions of new or gently-used coats, hats, 

gloves and mittens to the hallway 

through OCTOBER 16, which will give us time 

to get them dropped off for the giveaway.  Our 

parishioners have traditionally donated beautiful 

coats that are immediately given to our 

neighbors in need.  Please take the time to 

search through your homes for outgrown coats 

or coats you no longer wear.  Any size coat 

(children’s or adults) will be gratefully accepted.  

Catholic School Info Corner 

HIGH SCHOOLS………... 

Open House Info*.. 

Trinity Catholic (Stamford) - 10/16 11-2pm 

St. Joseph (Trumbull) - 10/16 1-4pm 

Notre Dame (Fairfield) - 10/23 1:30 PM  

 

Entrance Exam Dates*. 

Lauralton Hall (Milford) —10/15 or 10/22 8 AM 

Fairfield Prep (Fairfield) - 10/15 or 10/22 8:30 

AM 

Trinity—10/29—8 AM 

St. Joseph—10/29—7:30 AM 

Notre Dame—10/29—8 AM 

 

Please contact the individual school to register 

for the exams or to schedule a shadow date.  

 

ELEMENTARY……… 

Our Lady of Fatima Catholic School  (Wilton) - 

OPEN HOUSE—10/16 10:30—2:00 PM.   

For admissions info, please contact Stan Steele, 

Principal 203-762-8100 or visit 

www.olfcatholic.org 



SAFE ENVIRONMENTS 

******IMPORTANT ******  

All volunteers 18 years and over must be in 

compliance with the diocesan mandate.     

P l e a s e  s e e  t h e  V I R T U S  w e b s i t e 

(www.virtusonline.org) click “registration”, click “view a 

list of sessions”, search ‘Bridgeport, CT (Diocese)”. 

Some upcoming training dates: 

St. Thomas Aquinas (Fairfield) 10/13—6:00 PM 

St. Pius X (Fairfield) 10/20—6:00 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is the process 

to prepare adults to be welcomed into the Catho-

lic Church.   

St. Jerome will be hosting an “Inquiry Night” on 

Tuesday, October 18th at 7:00 PM in the Re-

source Room.  This is a ‘no-strings attached’ 

place for you to come an ask questions to see if 

RCIA is right for you.  Join us!! 

October 9— 

GRADES K-6 meet at the 9:15 Mass followed by 

class. 

Grades 7-8 meet after the 6:00 Mass 

If you still need to register for classes, please fill 

o u t  t h e  f o rm  ( f o u n d  o n l i n e  a t 

www.stjeromenorwalk.org and bring it when you 

bring your student to class.  You can always reach 

the office at reachstjerome@optonline.net or 203

-846- 2111. 

• TOTAL meets this week after the 6pm Mass, and 

again on October 16, 23, and 30. Our program 

this week at TOTAL will be devoted to sharing 

memories about Sean Sullivan, a TOTAL gradu-

ate who died earlier this week. 

• Sunday, October 23rd is Parent’s Night at TO-

TAL! Please join your child for Mass and then 

come down to the Kevin Eidt Youth Room to see 

what goes on at TOTAL.  

• Thank you so much to the teens who helped with 

our Parish Festival on September 25

th

. They 

helped with food prep, set up, kid’s crafts & 

games. We have a wonderfully talented group of 

teenagers here at St. Jerome and we are grateful 

and blessed that they share their gifts with us 

every day. Some of our TOTAL teens even 

brought friends and siblings to help. Thanks to 

those who volunteered their time:  Nicole 

Andruchow, Shea Balducci, Claire Bonasera, 

Ryan Cappadona, Seamus Carbin, Lauren Daig-

nault, Cristian Davalos, Mateo Davalos, AJ Fedor, 

Kevin Feighery, Alyssa Gayle, Sara Guaglione, 

Lily Guilbault, Hugh Ireland, Jason Mandras, An-

drea Mejia, Sean Murawski, Mya Negron, Adeline 

Oustafine, Christian Papadakos, Madeline Pare, 

Victoria Russo, Alex Ruther, Teresa Salamone, 

Andrew Sciglimpaglia, Laura Uzar, Allison Uzar, 

Bianca Velez, and Ryan Williams. 

• If you are receiving the sacrament of Confirmation 

on December 6th, please make sure you have 

submitted an Official Parish Registry, Sponsor 

Certificate and a record of your service hours to 

Daniela or Joe by the end of October. 

Third Annual Diocese of  

Bridgeport  Women’s Conference 

 

Women of all ages are invited to participate in the 

third annual Women’s Conference for the Diocese of 

Bridgeport, “Made By Love, For Love,” to be held 

Saturday, November 12, at the St. Catherine of Siena 

Family Center (Trumbull).  Check-in at 9:30 am - 

Mass at 5:30 pm. 

Enjoy time spent away “from the world” to focus on 

personal spiritual health while surrounded by other 

Catholic women doing the same. The conference will 

feature dynamic keynote speakers, Mass celebrated 

by Msgr. Thomas Powers, opportunities for the Sac-

rament of Reconciliation and private Eucharistic ado-

ration, Eucharistic procession, communal prayer and 

Catholic vendors.  Speakers include Simcha Fisher, 

Catholic mom and blogger; Damon Owens, certified 

speaker for the Theology of the Body Institute; and 

Sr. Mary Elizabeth Wusinich, SV, Vicar General for 

t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  L i f e . 

Cost is $45/person (includes breakfast, lunch, snack, 

and hospitality bag). Religious sisters are free. Ac-

commodations are available for nursing moms of in-

fants. Financial assistance is available for women in 

need or students. For scholarship information, please 

c o n t a c t  M a u r e e n  C i a r d i e l l o 

at mciardiello@diobpt.org or 203.416.1445. For more 

information about the conference, visit http://

www.bridgeportwomensconference.org/.  


