
 

ST. JEROME CHURCH               

23 Half Mile Road  Norwalk, CT 06851   ~  203-847-5349 



SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER  APRIL 23, 2017 

SABBATH MASSES 

Saturday 4:00 PM E.S.T. & 4:30 PM D.S.T. 

Sunday  8:00 AM 

 9:15 AM  Young Children's Mass  

             11:00 AM   

 6:00 PM  Teen Mass 

 

DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

Vigil   7:00 PM  

Holy Day  9:00 AM, 7:00 PM 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon-Sat  9:00 AM 

 

HOW TO FIND US…… 

Parish Website:  

www.stjeromenorwalk.org 

 

Parish Email:  norwalkstjerome@cs.com 

 

REACH email:  reachstjerome@optonline.net 

 

Parish Facebook:  

St. Jerome Norwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Facebook:  

 REACH St.Jerome 

 

 

Parish Twitter:  @StJeromeNorwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Twitter: 

@REACHstjerome 

 

 

 Instagram: 

reach.total.stjerome 

 

PASTORAL STAFF 

203-847-5349 

Rev. David Blanchfield, Pastor 

Rev. Rojin Zacharias K.M., Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Michael Hoag, S.J., Weekend Assistant 

Deacon Dean Finch • 203-847-6397 

deacon.dean.finch@gmail.com 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

203-847-5349 

Mrs. Pat Florio, Secretary   

Office Hours, Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (REACH)   

203-846-2111 

Mrs. Kathy Coyne, DRE 

Mrs. Natalie Raduazzo   

Mrs. Kathy Rohr 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY (TOTAL) 

Joe and Daniela OʼCallaghan   

203-847-0321 

jocallaghan@optonline.net  

danielaoc@optonline.net 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

203-847-5349 

Mr. Donald Nelson   

Mrs. Joan McFarland   

 

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 

Robert Yap • 203-246-7447 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Jerry Holdridge • 203-966-3658 

 

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

203-847-3881    Pre K—Grade 8 

139 West Rocks Road 

Norwalk, CT 06851 

Mrs. Linda Dunn, Principal 

 

FAITH DIRECT—ONLINE GIVING 

866-507-8757 www.faithdirect.net 

Sign up using our church code: CT46, or 

by mailing a paper enrollment form available in 

the parish office.  Also available on our website at 

www.stjeromenorwalk.org/Faith-Direct-

enrollment.pdf 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. Jerome Parish, a Ro-

man Catholic community, proclaim our 

belief in the message and mission of Jesus 

Christ.  As disciples of Jesus we are called 

to proclaim the Kingdom of God and to 

work for its values in the local community 

and beyond.  We are committed to:  wor-

ship, religious education, shared faith and 

service.  We welcome all people with re-

spect, acceptance and support. 

Parish Staff 



Altar Flowers 

Altar Flowers may be memorialized for a donation 

of $50.  Please call the Parish Office several 

months prior to your desired date. 

 

Adoration & Silent Prayer  

Every day between 4:00PM and 5:00PM.  

Contemplative Prayer  

Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM.  

Come spend some quiet time with the Lord. 

Widows’ Support Group 

Meets at 9:30AM on the second Thursday of the 

month in the Kevin Eidt Youth Room. 

Perpetual Novena   

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal takes place 

each Monday following morning Mass 

Rosary & Divine Mercy Prayers 

Monday through Saturday after daily Mass 

Baptisms Please call the parish office to 

schedule.  

Required Pre-Baptism Please contact  

Deacon Dean Finch at 203-847-6397 to arrange. 

Class is required for the first child baptized at  

St. Jerome. 

Reconciliation  One hour before vigil on 

Saturday.  Also anytime by appointment. 

Marriages  Please contact the Rectory at least 

six months in advance. 

Anointing of the Sick  takes place on the first 

Wednesday of each month, immediately following the 

9:00 AM Mass,  in the sanctuary.  Anyone with an 

ongoing medical condition or who is seriously ill, 

anticipating a medical procedure or operation, is 

welcome to come. 

Gluten Free Hosts are available at all Masses. If 

you require a gluten-free host, please see the 

officiating priest before Mass.  

 

Bringing up the Gifts at Mass If the Mass 

intention has been requested by you or for your loved 

ones, and you would like to bring up the Gifts at the 

Offertory, please let the ushers know that you are 

present and would like to bring up the gifts.    

 

Birthright is an emergency 

pregnancy service offering 

free pregnancy tests, 

friendship, counseling, and practical support.  We 

help anyone that calls.  Volunteers are needed 

and training is provided.  If you would like to help 

out, please call 1-800-550-4900.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4/22 9:00 am Jeanne Orlowski 

   (Linda Dunn) 

 

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:30 pm  Nilda Canevari 

   (Howe family) 

      

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 

4/23 8:00 am Paul Sweeney   

              (Joe & Andrea Licek) 

 

 9:15 am         Phil Glica 

   (Chuba family) 

 

 11:00 am Beverly DiBlasio 

   (Howe family) 

 

  6:00 pm         James Bergmann 

   (Dulvi & Gene Gaudio) 

    

    

4/24 9:00 am        Irene Eula 

    

4/25 9:00 am Joseph Abruscato 

   (Abruscato family) 

    

4/26 9:00 am Amelia Werner 

    

4/27 9:00 am Clara DiMeglio 

  

4/28 9:00 am Carol Chacon 

   (Lauri Vicelli) 

           

4/29 9:00 am for the People 

    

 

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:30 pm  Nilda Canevari 

   (Rohr family) 

      

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

4/30 8:00 am Vincent Bonasera  

              (family) 

 

 9:15 am         Alice Goodfellow 

   (Pat & Frank Hauptman) 

 

 11:00 am Frank &  Michael Allegretta 

   (Rosalind) 

 

  6:00 pm         Stephen Sildi 

   (Karen Gasper) 

    

   

                                   



Sunday’s Gospel from John is packed! A bonanza 

for investigation and inspiration: The appearance 

of the Risen Lord. Peace be to you (Do not be 

afraid)! Sending the disciples. The giving of the 

Holy Spirit. The forgiveness of sins. Blessed are we who have not seen and have believed. Why John wrote his 

Gospel. And, most prominently and dramatically enduring, the disciple Thomas.  

But first, the First Reading from Acts. It puts the cart before the horse. This idealized picture of the primitive 

church describes the evolution of the followers of Jesus in the 60-65 years since the time of today’s Gospel story. 

The fearful disciples of the Gospel have become the faith-professing. Now they are devoted to their community, to 

the breaking of the bread (the Eucharist), to prayer, – and to income redistribution! They “would sell their property 

and possessions and divide them among all according to each one’s need.”  

The Second Reading from 1 Peter, a hymn of praise, describes what God has done for believers, but says 

Christians will have to suffer “for a little while.” Its “even though you do not see him now yet believe in him” reso-

nates with the Gospel’s “Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed.” That’s them and that’s us. 

In the Gospel, the disciples see the Risen Lord on Easter Sunday. Christ “sends” them to do the Father’s work 

and gives them the Holy Spirit and the power to forgive sins. Alleluia! Alleluia?? One week later they are still locked 

in the upper room and fearful when Jesus appears again. It took time for them to get bold for their faith. Good news 

for those who struggle with faith.  

Even though Thomas refuses to believe them about the Resurrected Christ, the disciples do not throw him out of 

their group. I think they held on to him in the hope that he would believe. Really good news for those who struggle 

with faith. 

Thomas, the realist, gets a bad rap and a bad rep. “Doubting Thomas” has become synonymous with his name 

and is the pejorative tag for anyone who doubts anything. Yet Thomas’ declaration of absolute, full-blown faith a 

few lines later, “My Lord and my God,” often goes under-appreciated. Thomas is the only person in the New Testa-

ment to proclaim that Jesus is God. Tradition says Thomas went on to proclaim the Gospel in Kerala, India. Yet 

what Thomas is remembered for is that he doubted.  

In March, Florence and I saw the stage play “Doubt: A Parable.” It seems to be about whether Father Flynn is 

the sexual abuser of a young boy. We were motivated to watch the DVD movie version where Meryl Streep (strict, 

formidable, and utterly sure Sister Aloysius) and Philip Seymour Hoffman (personable, warm, but suspect Father 

Flynn) square off.  

But “Doubt” is not about the possible clerical sexual abuse of a young boy. “Doubt” is “A Parable” that teaches a 

lesson. The play/movie is about the title word, doubt, in a world of certainty personified by Sister Aloysius. For her, 

Flynn is certainly guilty. That the priest seems innocent, that Sister James, who originally suggested Flynn might be 

an abuser, comes to believe she was mistaken, means nothing to Sister Aloysius.  

She at least gets Father Flynn transferred (but he is promoted to a pastor). At the very end, in a shocking scene 

that whacks the audience like a hammer, Sister Aloysius breaks down in tears and cries in anguish to Sister 

James: “I have doubts...I have such doubts.” Some people leave the play/movie completely convinced Father Flynn 

is guilty and loudly arguing with others who are just as certain that he is innocent.  

 “Doubt” sticks a thought in my head like a driven nail: I am Thomas. After 17 years of Catholic education, when I 

was completely certain of my inherited, rote faith, I had doubts, I had such doubts. I am Thomas. In graduate 

school I decided I was too smart to believe in God. I saw no tangible proof there was a God. So I decided I was 

god.  

After 19 years of being god, I again had doubts, I had such doubts. And I was finding out the hard way. Things 

were not working out. I hit bottom. Yes, I had stopped believing in God, but God had not stopped believing in me. I 

am Thomas. AA was my lifeline, my resurrection appearance.  

I am Thomas. Teaching REACH was my seeing His hands and His side. Something inside me, some urging of 

the Spirit, prompted me to volunteer at Mass one September Sunday when the call was made for fourth grade 

REACH teachers. I re-learned my faith by teaching it to nine- and ten-year-olds for 10 years.  

I am Thomas. In making the events, parables, teachings, and pattern of the life of Jesus, and later, at the 

REACH 10:30 AM Mass for seven years, the liturgical seasons, come alive for them, it all come alive for me, too. I 

am Thomas. My Lord and my God.  

Sometimes I do not find it any easier to believe in the body of Christ than Thomas did. I resist and try to cast it 

out of my mutinous mind when I have doubts. I have too much to lose. I have gained so much.  

Thomas had tangible proof. I am Thomas. When I live by faith, I discover tangible proof – in the community of 

our parish, in the way this parish reaches out in care and support to others, in the Men’s Meeting discussions, in 

the work of CONECT. These are proofs of faith like those in the First Reading, by “those who have not seen and 

have believed.” I pray each day: Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!  

I am Thomas. Our wedding song sings through my mind: “Day by day, oh, dear Lord, three things I pray / To see 

thee more clearly / Love thee more dearly / Follow thee more nearly, / day by day by day by day.”  



  WEEKLY OFFERTORY SUMMARY 

Easter  2017                           $11,891 

April total to date      $26,716 

April offertory budget      $54,000 

Faith Direct contributions (expected to be about 

$20,000) will be reported next week. 

As always, thank you for your  

generous donations to St. Jerome  

especially during this Easter season.   

This is the third and final weekend that 

PASTORAL COUNCIL NOMINATIONS are 

being accepted by the elections committee for the 

upcoming two year term ending in June 2019.   

The Council advises Father David on issues impor-

tant to the spiritual and material well-being of our 

parish.  If you would like to nominate a parishioner 

who will help to make a difference at St. Jerome, 

please fill out a nomination form and place it into 

one of the two large nomination boxes.  One box is 

located in the rear of the church and the other is in 

the hallway.   Also, for your convenience, you may 

fill out and submit a new online form from home or 

from your smart phone at any time.  The online 

form can easily be accessed on our parish website 

or via the St Jerome AP from your phone.   Nomi-

nations will close after the 6:00 PM mass on Sun-

day, April 23rd.  

 

Calling all youth and young adults……. 

Bishop Caggiano would like to know your thoughts 

on faith, your prayer life, and more.  Visit 

www.tellbishopfrank.org and share your thoughts 

anytime between now and April 15th.  The survey 

is open to anyone between 12 and 29. 

We pray for those who bravely serve our country 

in the military and those deployed in dangerous 

locations. Thank God for those who have re-

turned home safely.  Our service people include: 

 

Spec. Jason Kulik, United States Army 

PFC Andrew Chimento, United States Army  

PFC Devon Barker, United States Army 

 

If you or a family member are on active duty and 

would like to be prayed for, please let the office 

k n o w  ( 2 0 3 - 8 4 7 - 5 3 4 9  o r 

reachstjerome@optonline.net)  

CONNected Catholics is the new outreach minis-

try of the Diocese to young adults, aged 18-35. 

The mission of this ministry is to accompany the 

young adults of the Diocese on their faith journey. 

This is accomplished through Diocesan Young 

Adult Masses, Catholic Underground, Theology 

on Tap, and various other social and service 

oriented events. This ministry is vital in trying to 

keep the young adult population connected to the 

Catholic Church.  

April Food Drive next weekend  

APRIL 29 & 30 

Each month we have the opportunity to help our 

Norwalk neighbors who worry where their next 

meal will come from. Please consider purchasing 

a few non-perishable food items while grocery 

shopping this week to help to stock the shelves of 

Person 2 Person's food pantry, MidFairfield 

AIDS, and Open Door Shelter.  

The food items always needed are: canned 

fruit, jar pasta sauce, hearty soups, cereal, and 

dried beans. 

Thank you for providing our Norwalk families with 

food they cannot afford to obtain on their own. 

TWEETS OF THE WEEK 

@Pontifex “Let us meditate with won-

der and gratitude on the great mystery 

of the Lord’s Resurrection.” 

 

@BishopCaggiano “It is good and necessary to 

cry in life, especially when we are upset or sor-

rowful.  However, tears alone cannot heal our 

hearts.” 

 

@JameMartinSJ “Gospel:  At Easter, Mary Mag-

dalene recognizes Jesus only when she hears 

him say her name: Mariam.  God speaks to us in 

very personal ways.” 



• TOTAL meets this Sunday and next 

Sunday. Sunday, May 7, is our last night of 

TOTAL for this year. Next year’s 9

th

 graders 

and all TOTAL teens are invited for an ice 

cream social in the Kevin Eidt Youth Room 

after the 6:00 Mass. 

• Coming soon: dates for the 9

th

 grade Con-

firmation retreat and TOTAL graduation for 

high school seniors. 

• Joe and I would like to thank the TOTAL team 

for their help and support during the prepara-

tion for “The Fourteen Steps”. They dedicated 

a tremendous amount of time, patience and 

hard work to help make this year’s presenta-

tion to the parish a memorable one. We truly 

appreciate their love and support. Special 

thanks goes to Pete Pisacrita, Jerry 

Holdridge, Michael O’Callaghan, Pat Olson 

and Dick Maiberger for their help with the 

teens behind the scenes with sound, lights 

and props. We’d also like to thank Monica 

Harrington and Megan O’Callaghan for their 

help with directing and music. 

• There is still time to order a DVD for the 

Fourteen Steps. DVDs are $25 and a won-

derful keepsake. Please send your order form 

with payment to the REACH office by Mon-

day, May 1.  

Lauralton Hall will be offering an 

Entrance Exam for 7th grade girls 

on Sat., 5/6 at 8AM.  Pre-register for 

the exam at www.lauraltonhall.org.  

Questions?  Call the Admissions 

office 203-877-2786 ext. 144 

2017 Wedding Ju-

bilee Mass  

On Sunday, April 30, 

2017 at 2:30pm at St. 

Theresa Parish in 

Trumbull, Bishop Cag-

giano will be celebrat-

ing the 2017 Wedding Jubilee Mass. This Mass is 

for couples celebrating 25, 30, 35, 40, 45 and 50 

plus year wedding anniversaries. This will be the 

only Wedding Jubilee Mass for 2017. Mass will 

be followed by a reception in the Parish Hall.  

To register to attend, please contact your local 

parish or visit: http://x.co/diobpt  

Please RSVP before April 24th  

For questions, please contact Kim Quatela at 

(203) 416-1334 or kquatela@diobpt.org 

 

April 23—Grades K-6 meet at the 9:15 Mass 

                     followed by class. 

     -Grades 7 & 8—meet in the evening. 

 

 

 

Please join us for this years 

Drama Club presentation of  

 

“Les Misérables”  

 

May 5  at 8:00 PM 

May 6 at 1:30 PM and 8:00 PM 

Information and tickets on the 

school website 

www.notredame.org 

 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JEROME…….  

 

   Sunday   4/23 REACH & TOTAL meet today 

   Monday  4/24 Women’s Scripture Group 9:30 AM 

   Tuesday  4/25  

   Wednesday 4/26 Contemplative Prayer 7:00 PM 

       Women’s Scripture Group 7:30 PM 

   Thursday  4/27 Fr. Mike’s Book Club 4PM 

   Friday  4/28  

   Saturday      4/29 Men’s Ministry 7:00 AM 


