
 

ST. JEROME CHURCH 

23 Half Mile Road  Norwalk, CT 06851   ~  203-847-5349 



THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT DECEMBER 13, 2015 

 

 

SABBATH MASSES 

Saturday 4:00 PM E.S.T. & 4:30 PM D.S.T. 

Sunday  8:00 AM 

 9:15 AM  Young Childrenʼs Mass  

             11:00 AM   

 6:00 PM  Teen Mass 

 

DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

Vigil   7:00 PM  

Holy Day  9:00 AM, 7:00 PM 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon-Sat  9:00 AM 

 

HOW TO FIND US…… 

Parish Website:  

www.stjeromenorwalk.org 

 

Parish Email:  

norwalkstjerome@cs.com 

 

REACH email:   

reachstjerome@optonline.net 

 

Facebook: St. Jerome Norwalk 

 

Twitter:  @StJeromeNorwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Facebook:  

REACH St.Jerome 

 

REACH & TOTAL Twitter: 

@REACHstjerome 

PASTORAL STAFF 

203-847-5349 

Rev. David Blanchfield, Pastor 

Rev. Rojin Zacharias K.M., Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Michael Hoag, S.J., Weekend Assistant 

Deacon Dean Finch • 203-246-3501 

deacon.dean.finch@gmail.com 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

203-847-5349 

Mrs. Pat Florio, Secretary   

Office Hours, Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (REACH)   

203-846-2111 

Mrs. Kathy Coyne, DRE 

Mrs. Anne Groener 

Mrs. Natalie Raduazzo   

Mrs. Kathy Rohr 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY (TOTAL) 

Joe and Daniela OʼCallaghan   

203-847-0321 

jocallaghan@optonline.net  

danielaoc@optonline.net 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

203-847-5349 

Mr. Donald Nelson   

Mrs. Joan McFarland   

 

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 

Robert Yap • 203-246-7447 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Jerry Holdridge • 203-966-3658 

 

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

203-847-3881 

139 West Rocks Road 

Norwalk, CT 06851 

Mrs. Linda Dunn, Principal 

 

FAITH DIRECT—ONLINE GIVING 

866-507-8757 www.faithdirect.net 

using our church code: CT46, or by mailing a 

paper enrollment form available in the parish 

office.  Now on our website too: 

www.stjeromenorwalk.org/Faith-Direct-

enrollment.pdf 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. Jerome Parish, a 

Roman Catholic community, proclaim 

our belief in the message and mission of 

Jesus Christ.  As disciples of Jesus we are 

called to proclaim the Kingdom of God 

and to work for its values in the local 

community and beyond.  We are com-

mitted to:  worship, religious education, 

shared faith and service.  We welcome 

all people with respect, acceptance and 

support. 

Parish Staff 



Altar Flowers 

Altar Flowers may be memorialized for a donation 

of $50.  Please call the Parish Office several 

months prior to your desired date. 

 

 

Adoration & Silent Prayer Every day 

between 4:00PM and 5:00PM.  

 

Contemplative Prayer Wednesday evening 

at 7:00 PM and Friday morning at 7:00 AM.  

Come spend some quiet time with the Lord. 

 

Widows’ Support Group 

Meets at 9:30AM on the first Thursday of the 

month in the Kevin Eidt Youth Room. 

 

Perpetual Novena  Our Lady of the 

Miraculous Medal takes place each Monday 

following morning Mass 

 

Rosary & Divine Mercy Prayers 

Monday through Saturday after daily Mass 

 

Baptisms Every fourth Sunday at 12:15.  

Please call the parish office to schedule.  

 

Required Pre-Baptism Please contact  

Deacon Dean Finch at 203-246-3501 to arrange. 

Class is required for the first child baptized at  

St. Jerome. 

 

Reconciliation  One hour before vigil on 

Saturday.  Also Anytime by appointment. 

 

Marriages  Please contact the Rectory at least 

six months in advance. 

 

Anointing of the Sick  takes place on the first 

Wednesday of each month, immediately following 

the 9:00 AM Mass,  in the sanctuary.  Anyone 

with an ongoing medical condition or who is 

seriously ill, anticipating a medical procedure or 

operation, is welcome to come. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

The Banns of Marriage are announced  

for the third time between  

Michael Sgoutas and Karen Choy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12/12 9:00 am George Genuario, Jr. 

   (Kahn family) 

 

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:00 pm Thomas Pollak 

   (Jerry & Pat Pollak)  

  

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

12/13 8:00 am William Alvarez  

             (Concetta Tartaglia ) 

 9:15 am        Gaetano & Carmela Palumbo 

   (daughter) 

 11:00 am Angela Ferrone 

   6:00 pm       Gregory Murphy 

   (Chris & Helen Eidt) 

 

12/14 9:00 am James Ferrone 

  

12/15 9:00 am Joseph & Lorraine Vassallo 

   (Daughter) 

       

12/16 9:00 am Mass of Thanksgiving 

                

12/17 9:00 am        Richard Bartolot 

   (Jill Carabelli 

     

12/18 9:00 am Margaret Kemeny 

   (Rohr Family) 

    

12/19 9:00 am Timothy Cotter 

   (Ann Marie & Ed Cotter  

      & family) 

 

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:00 pm William & Josie Hollohan 

   (Daughter Margie & family) 

  

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

12/20 8:00 am George Genuario, Jr. 

   (Kahn family) 

 9:15 am         Eva Couture 

   (Frank & Pat Hauptman) 

 11:00 am Vincenzo Iannone, Jr. 

   (family) 

   6:00 pm       Marie Merole 

   (All Saints HSA & parents) 

     

  



This Third Sunday of Advent is known as Gaudete ("Rejoice!") Sunday. Rejoice because 

Christmas is near. The First Reading says to “Shout for joy” because “The LORD, your God is in 

your midst.” The Second Reading is “Rejoice in the Lord always. *Your kindness should be known 

to all. The Lord is near.”  The Responsorial repeats “Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you is 

the great and Holy One of Israel.” Then, all of a sudden, Luke's Gospel talks of baptizing with scary 

fire and threatens me with burning in “unquenchable fire”. Where’s the “good news”? What happened 

to the joy?  

The crowds asked John the Baptist, “What should we do?” He told them: “Whoever has two 

cloaks should share with the person who has none. And whoever has food should do likewise. Do 

not practice extortion, do not falsely accuse anyone, and be satisfied with your wages.”  

Luke is thought to be a native of Antioch, an ancient Greek city and the third largest city in the 

Roman Empire. His Gospel is addressed to an educated, Greek-speaking, urban audience. He tells 

us what happened, and also what it all means. This Sunday he deals with practical, everyday issues 

– how to live as a Christian in a demanding, urban, money-driven, multi-racial, often scary society, 

one like ours. We live as Christ in the choices we make with others at the supermarket, the job, and 

in the car, the money we spend, the opinions we wear, the assertions we make, the fairness we 

show, and the thanks we give for what we have. 

John the Baptist’s answers were not comfortable to those who expected a more “religious” an-

swer, such as “Pray longer in church.” Instead, John gets to the heart of the Gospel, the “good 

news.” Is being a Christian more than one hour of worship each week? I can desire God “in [my] 

midst” or I can seek money, possessions, and control, but I cannot have both. This sounds impossi-

ble, but the Baptist gives hope to people looking forward to the coming of “the Christ,” the Messiah.  

John baptized with water for repentance, cleansing, and a change of heart, a decision to live 

life differently. John tells me what I must decide to do, then speaks of what the Christ will do – bap-

tize me not just with water, but with “the Holy Spirit and fire.” I decide, then the fire of the Spirit will 

purify and transform me. God’s gift of an immersion in a personal Pentecost gives me power to 

choose Christian values. As Christmas gets near, I ask “What should I do?” listen for an answer, and 

rejoice when I get it. The answers are all around me – opportunities to share with the person who 

has none, to be honest, to be truthful, and to give thanks for what I have. Christmas, the not-yet, is 

already here. Christ is born in me. Gaudete! 

THIS WEEK AT  ST. JEROME…. 

    Scripture Corner   by Dan Loch 

    

 

   Sunday  12/13 REACH grades 1-6 meet in the morning 

      REACH grades 7-8 meet in the evening 

      TOTAL meets after the 6:00 PM Mass 

      Christmas Pageant practice #1 

   Monday 12/14 Women’s Scripture & Prayer 9:30 AM 

      Parish Council 7:30 

   Tuesday 12/15  

                   Wednesday 12/16 Contemplative Prayer 7:00 PM 

      Women’s Scripture & Prayer 7:30 PM 

   Thursday 12/17 REACH Singers 7:30 PM 

   Friday  12/18 Contemplative Prayer 7:00 AM 

   Saturday      12/19 Men’s Ministry 7:00 AM 

               Communal Penance Service 12:00 Noon   

TWEETS OF THE WEEK  

         

 @Pontifex “May the Jubilee of Mercy bring us all closer to God’s goodness and love!” 

@BishopCaggiano “This Advent, we ask ourselves:  What do you and I “see” in the events 

and people around us?  Are we ready to see what God wants us to see? 



   

WEEKLY OFFERTORY SUMMARY 

December 6, 2015        $6,531 

  (including Confirmation) 

December  offertory budget     $70,038 

  (including Christmas) 

 As always, thank you for your generous support 

of our parish, especially during the season of Ad-

vent. 

 

CHRISTMAS  

PAGEANT 2015 

Save the Date—The St. 

Jerome Christmas Pageant 

takes place at 6:00PM Mass 

on Christmas Eve. All chil-

dren age 4 and up are in-

vited to be angels and shep-

herds. Rehearsals will be held on the two Sun-

day’s prior:  

• Dec. 13 at 11:30 in the Hall (just after REACH). 

• Dec 20 at 11:30 start in the Hall and move to the  

   Church—this is our ONLY Full Rehearsal  

 

CALLING ALL  PAGEANT ALUMNI! 

This is the 25th Anniversary of our Christmas Pageant 

at St. Jerome.  We would love 

to see you and your families. 

Please join us this year at the 

6:00 PM Christmas Eve Mass 

(just like old times!!!) .  There 

will be a special blessing for all 

our Pageant Alumni!!! 

 

 

   

St. Jerome Advent Com-

munal Reconciliation—

Saturday, December 19th 

at 12:00 Noon. 

 

 

 

   

CHRISTMAS SIGN UPS FOR  

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS & USHERS  

We ask our Eucharistic Ministers to sign up in the 

sacristy for the Masses on Christmas Eve and 

Christmas Day.  

We also need eight people to sign up to be ushers 

for the 4:00 PM Mass on Christmas Eve and any-

one can be an "usher-for-a-day" at that Mass. The 

sign-up sheet lists the number of ministers needed 

for each Mass.  

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

HOW CAN WE HELP OUT?? 

 

Do you have plastic bags left over 

from shopping?  If so, here’s a 

great recycling idea. Person To 

Person is in dire need of plastic 

bags.  We can never have too 

many.  The are used for Clients to 

take home food they receive at Person To Person. 

Please bring your usable plastic bags and place in 

marked Plastic Bag collection box located behind 

the curtained alcove close to the rear church en-

trance. 

 

 

FOOD DRIVE  

this weekend 

Amidst the rush of your 

preparations for Christ-

mas celebrations, please 

remember the needs of our neighbors who rely 

on our local food pantries to feed their fami-

lies.  Our Social Concerns volunteers will be 

selling Person-2-Person Food Pantry's most 

needed items after each Mass for a $5.00 do-

nation:  canned vegetables, canned fruit, 

canned or dried beans, hearty chicken noodle 

soup, and pasta sauce.  Fresh produce -- pota-

toes, onions, carrots, apples, and oranges -- 

are always appreciated. Other items in short 

supply include hot and cold cereal, peanut but-

ter, jelly, tunafish, and nutritional snacks. 

Thank you for brightening Christmas for our 

struggling neighbors. 

 

OPEN DOOR SHELTER  

has an ongoing need for brand 

new pillows for their clients. If 

you would like to help, look for 

sales and bring your donation to 

specially marked box in the cur-

tained alcove close to rear church entrance/ 

exit.  

 



 

 

• TOTAL meets this Sunday after the 6:00 

Mass. There is a change in the schedule and 

TOTAL will not meet on Sunday December 

20

th

. 

• Emmaus 38 will be on January 15, 16, and 17. 

If you are a high school junior or a senior and 

would like to attend the retreat, please contact 

Daniela or Joe O’Callaghan for an application. 

It is always a weekend filled with faith, friend-

ship and fun. 

• Last Sunday, 31 teens and 1 adult received 

the sacrament of Confirmation with Bishop 

Frank Caggiano as the presider. We would like 

to congratulate all our Confirmandi and their 

families and hope the gifts of the Holy Spirit 

will always help them in their lives. Our Confir-

mandi are:  

Shea HELEN Balducci 

Kristen GRACE Beaumonte 

Victoria CLARA Chiappetta 

Jack FRANCIS Cocchia 

Richard MICHAEL Cordero 

CHRISTOPHER Cunningham 

Emma CHARLOTTE Daignault 

Carina VITTORIA DeBlasi 

Brian WILLIAM Denke 

Emily CATHERINE Dougherty 

William JOHN Dougherty 

SARA Grant 

ROBERT Gummer  

Christian ANDREW Haase 

Alton JEROME Hall 

John ANTHONY Hogan 

Jillian FAITH Howe 

Gabriella CASSANDRA Joseph  

Carlie JEANNE LaRochelle 

Rachel ELIZABETH LaRochelle 

Audrey DIANA Liao 

Michael JOSEPH Mallozzi 

Christi ANN Martinez 

Marco NICHOLAS Monteiro 

Mary TERESA Mottolese 

Dylan DAVID Persons 

Jonathan PETER Roach 

Christopher JOSEPH Shillinglaw 

Maria VERONICA Slowik 

Jenna SOPHIA Smeriglio 

Joseph VINCENT Somma 

EVANGELOS MICHAEL Uva 

SAFE ENVIRONMENTS 

******IMPORTANT ******  

All volunteers 18 and over must be in compliance 

with the diocesan mandate.     

P l e a s e  s e e  t h e  V I R T U S  w e b s i t e 

(www.virtusonline.org) click “registration”, click “view a 

list of sessions”, search ‘Bridgeport, CT (Diocese)”. 

Some local training dates: 

Greenwich Catholic School—12/16—9AM 

  

• REACH—December 13th 

 Grades 1-6 meet in the morning 

 Grades 7-8 meet in the evening 

• Volunteers needed each week for REACH 

to function—please check out our easy volun-

teer sign up at: http://stjerome.ivolunteer.com/ 

• Registration forms or payments can be 

dropped off in the office any time. 

• On the horizonOOOODecember 20th 

 Grades 1-6 meet in the morning 

  

 

ST. JEROME  

GIVING TREE 

• All gifts for Julie’s Kids 

at Education and Hope 

need to be purchased and 

placed under the Giving Tree 

by Sunday, December 

13th.  Thank you for your 

continued support of the Christmas Giving 

project. 

GIFTS SHOULD BE RETURNED  

UNWRAPPED, WITH THE TAG FROM  

THE GIVING TREE ATTACHED 

No wrapping paper this year!!  

 

Thank you for your continued support of the 

Christmas Giving project to share the Christ-

mas spirit of giving with those near and far!! 


