
 

ST. JEROME CHURCH 

23 Half Mile Road  Norwalk, CT 06851   ~  203-847-5349 



FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT DECEMBER 20, 2015 

 

 

SABBATH MASSES 

Saturday 4:00 PM E.S.T. & 4:30 PM D.S.T. 

Sunday  8:00 AM 

 9:15 AM  Young Childrenʼs Mass  

             11:00 AM   

 6:00 PM  Teen Mass 

 

DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

Vigil   7:00 PM  

Holy Day  9:00 AM, 7:00 PM 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon-Sat  9:00 AM 

 

HOW TO FIND US…… 

Parish Website:  

www.stjeromenorwalk.org 

 

Parish Email:  

norwalkstjerome@cs.com 

 

REACH email:   

reachstjerome@optonline.net 

 

Facebook: St. Jerome Norwalk 

 

Twitter:  @StJeromeNorwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Facebook:  

REACH St.Jerome 

 

REACH & TOTAL Twitter: 

@REACHstjerome 

PASTORAL STAFF 

203-847-5349 

Rev. David Blanchfield, Pastor 

Rev. Rojin Zacharias K.M., Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Michael Hoag, S.J., Weekend Assistant 

Deacon Dean Finch • 203-246-3501 

deacon.dean.finch@gmail.com 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

203-847-5349 

Mrs. Pat Florio, Secretary   

Office Hours, Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (REACH)   

203-846-2111 

Mrs. Kathy Coyne, DRE 

Mrs. Anne Groener 

Mrs. Natalie Raduazzo   

Mrs. Kathy Rohr 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY (TOTAL) 

Joe and Daniela OʼCallaghan   

203-847-0321 

jocallaghan@optonline.net  

danielaoc@optonline.net 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

203-847-5349 

Mr. Donald Nelson   

Mrs. Joan McFarland   

 

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 

Robert Yap • 203-246-7447 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Jerry Holdridge • 203-966-3658 

 

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

203-847-3881 

139 West Rocks Road 

Norwalk, CT 06851 

Mrs. Linda Dunn, Principal 

 

FAITH DIRECT—ONLINE GIVING 

866-507-8757 www.faithdirect.net 

using our church code: CT46, or by mailing a 

paper enrollment form available in the parish 

office.  Now on our website too: 

www.stjeromenorwalk.org/Faith-Direct-

enrollment.pdf 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. Jerome Parish, a 

Roman Catholic community, proclaim 

our belief in the message and mission of 

Jesus Christ.  As disciples of Jesus we are 

called to proclaim the Kingdom of God 

and to work for its values in the local 

community and beyond.  We are com-

mitted to:  worship, religious education, 

shared faith and service.  We welcome 

all people with respect, acceptance and 

support. 

Parish Staff 



Altar Flowers 

Altar Flowers may be memorialized for a donation 

of $50.  Please call the Parish Office several 

months prior to your desired date. 

 

 

Adoration & Silent Prayer Every day 

between 4:00PM and 5:00PM.  

 

Contemplative Prayer Wednesday evening 

at 7:00 PM and Friday morning at 7:00 AM.  

Come spend some quiet time with the Lord. 

 

Widows’ Support Group 

Meets at 9:30AM on the first Thursday of the 

month in the Kevin Eidt Youth Room. 

 

Perpetual Novena  Our Lady of the 

Miraculous Medal takes place each Monday 

following morning Mass 

 

Rosary & Divine Mercy Prayers 

Monday through Saturday after daily Mass 

 

Baptisms Every fourth Sunday at 12:15.  

Please call the parish office to schedule.  

 

Required Pre-Baptism Please contact  

Deacon Dean Finch at 203-246-3501 to arrange. 

Class is required for the first child baptized at  

St. Jerome. 

 

Reconciliation  One hour before vigil on 

Saturday.  Also Anytime by appointment. 

 

Marriages  Please contact the Rectory at least 

six months in advance. 

 

Anointing of the Sick  takes place on the first 

Wednesday of each month, immediately following 

the 9:00 AM Mass,  in the sanctuary.  Anyone 

with an ongoing medical condition or who is 

seriously ill, anticipating a medical procedure or 

operation, is welcome to come. 

 

 Faith Direct In this season of Advent, we are 

continuously preparing ourselves for the celebration 

of Christ's birth. Why not help our own parish 

prepare for the coming new year by signing up 

with Faith Direct? By supporting St. Jerome Parish 

through Faith Direct, both you and our parish can 

more easily project your future contributions.   

You can sign up online at www.faithdirect.net using 

our church code: CT46, or by mailing a paper 

enrollment form available in the parish office.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12/19 9:00 am Timothy Cotter 

   (Ann Marie & Ed Cotter  

      & family) 

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:00 pm William & Josie Hollohan 

   (Daughter Margie & family)  

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

12/20 8:00 am George Genuario, Jr.  

   (Kahn family) 

 9:15 am         Eva Couture 

   (Frank & Pat Hauptman) 

 11:00 am Vincenzo Iannone, Jr. 

   (family) 

   6:00 pm        Marie Merole 

   (All Saints HSA & parents) 

12/21 9:00 am Claire Trudel (2nd Ann.) 

   (husband & family) 

 

12/22 9:00 am Patrick Mattera (10th Ann.) 

   (father, Angelo) 

       

12/23 9:00 am Robert Pelletier &  

    Madeline Hayes 

   (Mary & family) 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE               

12/24 9:00 am        Angela Ferrone 

 4:00 pm Harry Clark 

   (family) 

 6:00 pm Chris Groener 

   (family) 

         10:30 pm Wally Regan 

   (family) 

 

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 

12/25 8:00 am William Ainsworth 

   (wife, Marian) 

         11:00 am Vincent Mendoza, Jr. & 

    Teodocio Lopez 

         12:30 pm Guiseppe Giglio 

   (wife & family) 

    

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

12/26 4:00 pm Anthony DiSantis 

   (family)   

HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, & JOSEPH 

12/27 8:00 am Eileen Kennedy  

   (Peter & Domenica Gioiella) 

 9:15 am         Angelo Pace 

   (sister) 

 11:00 am Gloria Esposito 

   (Dulvi & Gene Gaudio) 

   6:00 pm         Helen Francechiello 

   (Secchi & Ramos families) 



 

Random Thoughts… 

 

You will be reading this on the fourth Sunday of Advent, the Sunday that always has Mary as 

the central focus. Before I make some reflections about Mary, let me give you the lay of the land 

about Christmas at St. Jerome. 

Each Christmas Mass has its own mood. On Christmas Eve, the most crowded Mass is the 

4:00 PM. In all my years as a priest that is the Mass I have presided at wherever I was assigned.  

Here at St. Jerome, I have done this Mass for 21 years. It is mobbed, but with such a festive spirit 

because so many people who have been away because of school or jobs are back. It is old home 

week. The music is always upbeat. The musicians are Ryan Laney on piano and Don Nelson on 

organ.  Allison Rohr and Megan O’Callaghan are the cantors and Michael O’Callaghan will be on 

trumpet.  There is a great sense of community and everyone is out in an hour. But if you do not like 

crowds, this is not the Mass for you. 

The 6:00 PM in the evening is the children’s Mass with the Nativity pageant. It is lovely, 

prayerful, and celebrative all at the same time.  Long time parishioners come to this Mass, and it, 

too, has a great sense of community. The music at this Mass is done by the Reach singers and Fr. 

Mike is the presider. It will be full but not overflowing. 

Then comes the 10:30 PM Mass on Christmas Eve. The music will be done by Don Nelson 

with Monica and Andrew Harrington as the cantors.  Fr. Rojin will be the presider. There will be 

about 150 people at this Mass, and it is peaceful with many visitors. 

On Christmas Day, itself, we have a contemplative mood. There is a cellist at every Mass 

and the cantors are Jack O’Melia at the 8am and Jennifer Lyke at the 11am and 12:30pm. The 

8am Mass will have about 150 people, 11am will see 250 worshippers and the 12:30pm will have 

about 80. Christmas day is quiet and peaceful. If I were a parishioner, I would probably go to Mass 

on Christmas day itself. Whatever Mass you choose you cannot go wrong. 

Finally, this Sunday we honor Mary, who shows us what it is to be a faithful disciple. She 

trusted even in the midst of the strange and mysterious. She was brave, obedient, generous and so 

very strong. It is her we honor this fourth Sunday of Advent.  

THIS WEEK AT  ST. JEROME…. 

    

 

    

   Sunday  12/20 REACH grades 1-6 meet in the morning 

      Christmas Pageant practice #2 

   Monday 12/21 Women’s Scripture & Prayer 9:30 AM 

   Tuesday 12/22  

                   Wednesday 12/23 Contemplative Prayer 7:00 PM 

      Women’s Scripture & Prayer 7:30 PM 

   Thursday 12/24  

   Friday  12/25 Merry Christmas! 

   Saturday      12/26 Men’s Ministry 7:00 AM 

                

TWEETS OF THE WEEK  

         

 @Pontifex “One goal for each day: to convey the tenderness of  

Christ to those who are most in need.” 

@BishopCaggiano “Every locked door has a key.  And that key is not something— 

it is someone.  It is the Lord Jesus Himself!” 



   

WEEKLY OFFERTORY SUMMARY 

December 14, 2015        $4,108 

Faith Direct for December      $21,150 

December total to date     $33,900 

December  offertory budget     $70,038 

  (including Christmas) 

 As always, thank you for your generous support 

of our parish, especially during the season of Ad-

vent. 

 

 

 

F L U  V A C C I N E  U p d a t e … . . 

Our visiting nurse, Melody, from Visiting Nurse & 

Hospice of Fairfield County, informed us that she 

still has 163 high dose flu vaccines (for age 65+).  

She is willing to make home visits for our home-

bound parishioners.  Please contact Melody di-

rectly at 203-762-8958 to arrange a shot.  

 

   

 

CHRISTMAS  

PAGEANT 2015 

Save the Date—The St. 

Jerome Christmas Pageant 

takes place at the 6:00PM 

Mass on Christmas Eve. All 

children age 4 and up are 

invited to be angels and 

shepherds. Rehearsals will be held on the two 

Sunday’s prior:  

• Dec 20 at 11:30 start in the Hall and move to the  

   Church—this is our ONLY Full Rehearsal  

 

CALLING ALL  PAGEANT ALUMNI! 

This is the 30th Anniver-

sary of our Christmas 

Pageant at St. Jerome.  We 

would love to see you and 

your families. Please join us 

this year at the 6:00 PM 

Christmas Eve Mass (just 

like old times!!!) .  There will 

be a special blessing for all our Pageant Alumni!!! 

 

   

 

CHRISTMAS SIGN UPS FOR  

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS & USHERS  

We ask our Eucharistic Ministers to sign up in the 

sacristy for the Masses on Christmas Eve and 

Christmas Day.  

We also need eight people to sign up to be ush-

ers for the 4:00 PM Mass on Christmas Eve and 

anyone can be an "usher-for-a-day" at that Mass. 

The sign-up sheet lists the number of ministers 

needed for each Mass.  

HOW CAN WE HELP OUT?? 

Do you have plastic bags left over 

from shopping?  If so, here’s a 

great recycling idea. Person To 

Person is in dire need of plastic 

bags.  We can never have too 

many.  The are used for Clients to 

take home food they receive at 

Person To Person. Please bring your usable plastic 

bags and place in marked Plastic Bag collection 

box located behind the curtained alcove close to 

the rear church entrance. 

 

THANK YOU FOR 

YOUR DONATIONS 

TO OUR DECEMBER 

FOOD DRIVE!!! 

The tally for our December 

food drive was outstanding -- we collected 

1,152 food items, 650 of which were the most 

needed items (canned vegetables and fruits, 

dried beans, chicken noodle soup. and pasta 

sauce) sold after each Mass.  In addition, we 

collected 101 pounds of produce, including po-

tatoes, onions, carrots, oranges, and ap-

ples.  The Milk Fund Collection total was 

$167.  Thank you to the REACH fifth graders 

and their families who sorted all the food on the 

tables for us. A debt of gratitude to all our pa-

rishioners who always respond with food dona-

tions to help feed our Norwalk hungry families. 

 

OPEN DOOR SHELTER  

has an ongoing need for brand 

new pillows for their clients. If 

you would like to help, look for 

sales and bring your donation to 

specially marked box in the cur-

tained alcove close to rear church entrance/ 

exit.  



 

 

 

• TOTAL meets on January 3

rd

. The TOTAL 

team would like to wish you all a peaceful and 

joyful Christmas and a happy and healthy New 

Year. 

• On December 6, 32 candidates received the 

sacrament of Confirmation with Bishop Frank 

Caggiano presiding. Much planning and prepa-

ration went into this beautiful ceremony with 

the help of many. We would like to thank Fa-

ther David, Father Rojin, Father Joe, Father 

Mike, and Deacon Dean for their support and 

encouragement. We would also like to thank 

the following people who helped with the Con-

firmation Mass and the reception that followed: 

The REACH singers, Pat and Bob Olson, Dick 

Maiberger, Claire Budnik, Kathy Coyne, Anne 

Groener, Natalie Raduazzo, Kathy Rohr, and 

Yvonne Flaherty for taking photos. Thank you 

to Pam Pitasi and the TOTAL teens who 

helped set up for the reception, Mya Negron, 

Brian Mallozzi, Cristian Davalos, David Chuba, 

and Jack Spahr and lastly to our altar servers, 

Matthew O’Callaghan, Antonia Gasparro, Liam 

Mottolese, Austin Hall, Edvardine Joseph and 

James Howe. 

• NIGHT IN A BOX UPDATE: TOTAL would 

like to thank the parish for their help with our 

second annual Night in a Box Project. We col-

lected enough toiletries and monetary dona-

tions to deliver 90 adult kits and 18 children's 

kits along with $3,300 to the Open Door Shel-

ter.  Also, we bought new socks for all of the 

adults and there were lots of surplus toiletries 

that were packaged in other gifts for the Shel-

ter. Thank you for your help in making this a 

successful event. 

• Plans for Emmaus 38 are underway. Juniors 

and Seniors are welcome to attend our retreat 

the weekend of January 15, 16, and 17. 

 

  

SAFE ENVIRONMENTS 

******IMPORTANT ******  

All volunteers 18 and over must be in compliance 

with the diocesan mandate.     

P l e a s e  s e e  t h e  V I R T U S  w e b s i t e 

(www.virtusonline.org) click “registration”, click “view a 

list of sessions”, search ‘Bridgeport, CT (Diocese)”. 

Some local training dates: 

 

 

 

REACH—December  20th 

 Grades 1-6 meet in the morning 

• Volunteers needed each week for REACH 

to function—please check out our easy volun-

teer sign up at: http://stjerome.ivolunteer.com/ 

• Registration forms or payments can be 

dropped off in the office any time. 

• On the horizonPPPP 

   

 December 27—no class 

 January 3—no class 

 January 10—Grades K-6 meet in the 

 morning 

 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 

CHRISTMAS EVE, December 24, 2015 

4:00 PM—piano, organ, tumpet, cantors 

6:00 PM—Children’s Mass with Nativity Pageant 

                 REACH Singers 

10:30 PM—Organ with cantors 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY, December 25, 2015 

8:00 AM—cellist, organ, cantor 

11:00 AM—cellist, organ, cantor 

12:30 PM—cellist, organ, cantor 

 


