
 

ST. JEROME CHURCH 

23 Half Mile Road  Norwalk, CT 06851   ~  203-847-5349 



THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD DECEMBER 25 , 2015  

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH DECEMBER 27 , 2015 

 

 

SABBATH MASSES 

Saturday 4:00 PM E.S.T. & 4:30 PM D.S.T. 

Sunday  8:00 AM 

 9:15 AM  Young Childrenʼs Mass  

             11:00 AM   

 6:00 PM  Teen Mass 

 

DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

Vigil   7:00 PM  

Holy Day  9:00 AM, 7:00 PM 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon-Sat  9:00 AM 

 

HOW TO FIND US…… 

Parish Website:  

www.stjeromenorwalk.org 

 

Parish Email:  

norwalkstjerome@cs.com 

 

REACH email:   

reachstjerome@optonline.net 

 

Facebook: St. Jerome Norwalk 

 

Twitter:  @StJeromeNorwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Facebook:  

REACH St.Jerome 

 

REACH & TOTAL Twitter: 

@REACHstjerome 

PASTORAL STAFF 

203-847-5349 

Rev. David Blanchfield, Pastor 

Rev. Rojin Zacharias K.M., Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Michael Hoag, S.J., Weekend Assistant 

Deacon Dean Finch • 203-246-3501 

deacon.dean.finch@gmail.com 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

203-847-5349 

Mrs. Pat Florio, Secretary   

Office Hours, Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (REACH)   

203-846-2111 

Mrs. Kathy Coyne, DRE 

Mrs. Anne Groener 

Mrs. Natalie Raduazzo   

Mrs. Kathy Rohr 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY (TOTAL) 

Joe and Daniela OʼCallaghan   

203-847-0321 

jocallaghan@optonline.net  

danielaoc@optonline.net 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

203-847-5349 

Mr. Donald Nelson   

Mrs. Joan McFarland   

 

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 

Robert Yap • 203-246-7447 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Jerry Holdridge • 203-966-3658 

 

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

203-847-3881 

139 West Rocks Road 

Norwalk, CT 06851 

Mrs. Linda Dunn, Principal 

 

FAITH DIRECT—ONLINE GIVING 

866-507-8757 www.faithdirect.net 

using our church code: CT46, or by mailing a 

paper enrollment form available in the parish 

office.  Now on our website too: 

www.stjeromenorwalk.org/Faith-Direct-

enrollment.pdf 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. Jerome Parish, a 

Roman Catholic community, proclaim 

our belief in the message and mission of 

Jesus Christ.  As disciples of Jesus we are 

called to proclaim the Kingdom of God 

and to work for its values in the local 

community and beyond.  We are com-

mitted to:  worship, religious education, 

shared faith and service.  We welcome 

all people with respect, acceptance and 

support. 

Parish Staff 



Altar Flowers 

Altar Flowers may be memorialized for a donation 

of $50.  Please call the Parish Office several 

months prior to your desired date. 

 

Adoration & Silent Prayer Every day 

between 4:00PM and 5:00PM.  

 

Contemplative Prayer Wednesday evening 

at 7:00 PM and Friday morning at 7:00 AM.  

Come spend some quiet time with the Lord. 

 

Widows’ Support Group 

Meets at 9:30AM on the first Thursday of the 

month in the Kevin Eidt Youth Room. 

 

Perpetual Novena  Our Lady of the 

Miraculous Medal takes place each Monday 

following morning Mass 

 

Rosary & Divine Mercy Prayers 

Monday through Saturday after daily Mass 

 

Baptisms Every fourth Sunday at 12:15.  

Please call the parish office to schedule.  

 

Required Pre-Baptism Please contact  

Deacon Dean Finch at 203-246-3501 to arrange. 

Class is required for the first child baptized at  

St. Jerome. 

 

Reconciliation  One hour before vigil on 

Saturday.  Also Anytime by appointment. 

 

Marriages  Please contact the Rectory at least 

six months in advance. 

 

Anointing of the Sick  takes place on the first 

Wednesday of each month, immediately following 

the 9:00 AM Mass,  in the sanctuary.  Anyone 

with an ongoing medical condition or who is 

seriously ill, anticipating a medical procedure or 

operation, is welcome to come. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE               

12/24 9:00 am        Angela Ferrone 

 4:00 pm Harry Clark 

   (family) 

 6:00 pm Chris Groener 

   (family) 

         10:30 pm Wally Regan 

   (family) 

 

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 

12/25 8:00 am William Ainsworth 

   (wife, Marian) 

         11:00 am Vincent Mendoza, Jr. & 

    Teodocio Lopez 

         12:30 pm Guiseppe Giglio 

   (wife & family) 

 

    

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

12/26 4:00 pm Anthony DiSantis 

   (family) 

 

HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, & JOSEPH 

12/27 8:00 am Eileen Kennedy  

   (Peter & Domenica Gioiella) 

 9:15 am         Angelo Pace 

   (sister) 

 11:00 am Gloria Esposito 

   (Dulvi & Gene Gaudio) 

   6:00 pm         Helen Francechiello 

   (Secchi & Ramos families) 

 

12/28 9:00 am        Allen Doppke 

   (family) 

  

12/29 9:00 am Fritz & Vassallo Families 

   (family) 

 

12/30 9:00 am William Miller (10th Ann.) 

   (Joan Miller) 

 

12/31  9:00 am Sam, Marie & June Trombetti 

   (Sal Trombetti) 

 

VIGIL FOR THE HOLY DAY 

 4:00 pm for all fathers 

 

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 

1/1 9:00 am for all mothers 

 11:00 am for families 

 

1/2 9:00 am for Deceased family members 

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:00 pm Peter Guglielmo &  

   Fr. Elio Perschino 

   (family) 

   

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

1/3 8:00 am William Alvarez  

   (Barbara & Edward Bagnato) 

 9:15 am         William & Emma Miller 

   (Colin, Susan, &  

    Dennis Kaiser) 

 

 11:00 am Vincent Iannone, Jr.   

   (family) 

   6:00 pm         Arnaldo Mattera 

   (Balestriere family) 

      



Random Thoughts… 

 

Every year, I am tempted to do two things at the 

Christmas Eve 4pm Mass. I am inclined to read the long genealogy from Matthew as well as to read a certain 

Christmas poem that haunts me. This year I will do neither, but what I will do is give you the poem, entitled “To 

Christ Our Lord” by Galway Kinnell. I hope you will find it haunting as well. But first some back ground. I have 

always been struck by the theological insight that Christmas is closely connected to the Cross. 

Years ago, I was also fascinated by the book MARKINGS by Dag Hammarskjold, who ended up as both 

a public figure and a closet mystic. On Christmas Eve 1960, shortly before he was killed in a plane accident that 

may not have been an accident, he said this, “How proper it is that Christmas should follow Advent -- for him who 

looks forward to the future, the Manger is situated on Golgotha and the Cross has already been raised in Bethle-

hem.” 

As the carol says, “I wonder as I wander out under the sky, how Jesus our Savior did come forth to die.” 

Even in Matthew’s version of the birth of Jesus, King Herod wants to see Jesus killed. Yet into this frightening 

world the Son of God enters that we might know light, grace, and love - even when darkness may enter into our 

lives. Now for the poemE.. 

“To Christ Our Lord” 

 

The legs of the elk punctured the snow's crust 

And wolves floated lightfooted on the land 

Hunting Christmas elk living and frozen; 

Inside snow melted in a basin, and a woman basted 

A bird spread over coals by its wings and head. 

 

Snow had sealed the windows; candles lit 

The Christmas meal. The Christmas grace chilled 

The cooked bird, being long-winded and the room cold. 

During the words a boy thought, is it fitting 

To eat this creature killed on the wing? 

 

He had killed it himself, climbing out 

Alone on snowshoes in the Christmas dawn, 

The fallen snow swirling and the snowfall gone, 

Heard its throat scream as the gunshot scattered, 

Watched it drop, and fished from the snow the dead. 

 

He had not wanted to shoot. The sound 

Of wings beating into the hushed air 

Had stirred his love, and his fingers 

Froze in his gloves, and he wondered, 

Famishing, could he fire? Then he fired. 

 

Now the grace praised his wicked act. At its end 

The bird on the plate 

Stared at his stricken appetite. 

There had been nothing to do but surrender, 

To kill and to eat; he ate as he had killed, with wonder. 

 

At night on snowshoes on the drifting field 

He wondered again, for whom had love stirred? 

The stars glittered on the snow and nothing answered. 

Then the Swan spread her wings, cross of the cold north, 

The pattern and mirror of the acts of earth. 

    



   

WEEKLY OFFERTORY SUMMARY 

The rest of December  will be reported in the 

January 3 bulletinE.. 

December  offertory budget     $70,038 

  (including Christmas) 

 As always, thank you for your generous support 

of our parish, especially during the season of Ad-

vent. 

 

 

Faith Direct Online Giving In this season of 

Christmas, we are celebrating of Christ's birth. Why 

not help our own parish prepare for the coming new 

year by signing up with Faith Direct? By supporting 

St. Jerome Parish through Faith Direct, both you 

and our parish can more easily project your future 

contributions.   

You can sign up online at www.faithdirect.net using 

our church code: CT46, or by mailing a paper enroll-

ment form available in the parish office.  

 

 

F L U  V A C C I N E  U p d a t e … . . 

Our visiting nurse, Melody, from Visiting Nurse & 

Hospice of Fairfield County, informed us that she 

still has 163 high dose flu vaccines (for age 65+).  

She is willing to make home visits for our home-

bound parishioners.  Please contact Melody di-

rectly at 203-762-8958 to arrange a shot.  

 

   

GLUTEN-FREE HOSTS Gluten-free hosts are 

available at all masses. If you require a gluten-

free host, please see the officiating priest before 

mass.  

 

2016 Catholic Calendars are now available! 

Many thanks to Magner Funeral Home for cover-

ing the cost of the calendars for our parish!  

HOW CAN WE HELP OUT?? 

Do you have plastic bags left over 

from shopping?  If so, here’s a 

great recycling idea. Person To 

Person is in dire need of plastic 

bags.  We can never have too 

many.  They are used for Clients to 

take home food they receive at 

Person To Person. Please bring your usable plastic 

bags and place in the marked Plastic Bag collection 

box located behind the curtained alcove close to 

the rear church entrance. 

 

 

OPEN DOOR SHELTER  

has an ongoing need for brand 

new pillows for their clients. If 

you would like to help, look for 

sales and bring your donation to 

the specially marked box in the 

curtained alcove close to rear church entrance/ 

exit.  

Knights of Columbus Museum— 

Joy to the World: Crèches of Central Europe 

The museum’s 11th annual Christmas exhibition will feature 76 Nativity scenes 

from the central European nations of Austria, Czech Republic, Germany, Hun-

gary, Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia. Additionally, the museum’s own collec-

tion of crèches from around the world will be on display, including its recent 

acquisition, a modern Neapolitan diorama. 

In addition, the museum’s 15th annual Christmas Tree Festival is on display, featuring 24 trees 

decorated with handmade ornaments and trim by Connecticut schoolchildren. Other events include a 

Christmastime Family Day scheduled for Dec. 27 and a presentation on the history and distinction of 

the szopka, “The Polish Nativity: A Beautiful Palace for the King of Kings,” by Connecticut artist and 

iconographer Mark Czarnecki, planned for Jan. 16, 2016.�

Joy to the World: Crèches of Central Europe and the Christmas Tree Festival continue until 

Jan. 31, 2016. The museum, at 1 State Street in New Haven, Connecticut, is open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

daily (except Christmas Eve and Christmas Day) with free admission and parking.� 203-865-0400  



• The TOTAL team would like to wish you all a 

peaceful and joyful Christmas and a happy and 

healthy New Year. 

• On Epiphany Sunday, January 3rd, the 

teens of TOTAL invite all parishioners 

to join us for an Epiphany celebration 

after the 6:00 Mass. We will mark the end 

of the Christmas season with a special prayer 

service where we will mark the door of the 

Church as a blessing for the new year. This is 

a lovely service that you can also do at your 

house to bless your home as the new year be-

gins. After this short prayer service everyone is 

invited to join us for hot chocolate, cider, 

snacks and to sing a few carols around the 

bonfire. We hope you will join us! Plenty of 

time to get the kids home for bed! 

• Plans for Emmaus 38 are underway. Juniors 

and Seniors are welcome to attend our retreat 

the weekend of January 15, 16, and 17. 

SAFE ENVIRONMENTS 

******IMPORTANT ******  

All volunteers 18 and over must be in compliance 

with the diocesan mandate.     

P l e a s e  s e e  t h e  V I R T U S  w e b s i t e 

(www.virtusonline.org) click “registration”, click “view a 

list of sessions”, search ‘Bridgeport, CT (Diocese)”. 

Some local training dates: 

• The REACH team would like to wish everyone 

a blessed Christmas filled with peace and 

love. 

• REACH—December  27—no class 

• Volunteers needed each week for REACH 

to function—please check out our easy volun-

teer sign up at: http://stjerome.ivolunteer.com/ 

• Registration forms or payments can be 

dropped off in the office any time. 

• On the horizonEEEE 

   

 January 3—no class 

 January 10—Grades K-6 meet in the 

 morning 

 

THIS WEEK AT  ST. JEROME…. 

 

 

 

   Thursday 12/24  

   Friday  12/25 Merry Christmas! 

   Saturday      12/26 Men’s Ministry 7:00 AM 

 

   Sunday  12/27 no classes 

   Monday 12/28  

   Tuesday 12/29  

                   Wednesday 12/30 Contemplative Prayer 7:00 PM 

   Thursday 12/31  

   Friday  1/1 Happy New Year! 

   Saturday      1/2 Men’s Ministry 7:00 AM 

   TWEETS OF THE WEEK 

   @Pontifex “One goal for each day: to convey the tenderness of  

Christ to those who are most in need. 

 

@BishopCaggiano “If we love one another as God loves us,  

there is nothing we can’t accomplish!” 


