
St. Jerome Church 

23 Half Mile Road  Norwalk, CT 06851                                 203-847-5349 



FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME FEBRUARY 8, 2015 

 

 

SABBATH MASSES 

Saturday 4:00 PM E.S.T. & 4:30 PM D.S.T. 

Sunday  8:00 AM 

 9:15 AM  Young Childrenʼs Mass 

 11:00 AM   

 6:00 PM  Teen Mass 

 

DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

Vigil   7:00 PM  

Holy Day  9:00 AM, 7:00 PM 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon-Sat  9:00 AM 

 

HOW TO FIND US…… 

Parish Website:  

www.stjeromenorwalk.org 

 

Parish Email:  

norwalkstjerome@cs.com 

 

REACH email:   

reachstjerome@optonline.net 

 

Facebook: St. Jerome Norwalk 

 

Twitter:  @StJeromeNorwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Facebook:  

REACH St.Jerome 

 

REACH & TOTAL Twitter: 

@REACHstjerome 

PASTORAL STAFF 

203-847-5349 

Rev. David Blanchfield, Pastor 

Rev. Joseph Palacino, Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Michael Hoag, S.J., Sunday Assistant 

Deacon Dean Finch • 203-246-3501 

deacon.dean.finch@gmail.com 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

203-847-5349 

Mrs. Pat Florio, Secretary   

Office Hours, Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (REACH)   

203-846-2111 

Mrs. Kathy Coyne, DRE 

Mrs. Anne Groener 

Mrs. Natalie Raduazzo   

Mrs. Kathy Rohr 

Facebook (REACH St.Jerome)   

Twitter (@REACHstjerome) 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY (TOTAL) 

Joe and Daniela OʼCallaghan   

203-847-0321 

jocallaghan@optonline.net  

danielaoc@optonline.net 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

203-847-5349 

Mr. Donald Nelson   

Mrs. Joan McFarland   

 

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 

Dan Loch  • 203-846-3980 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Jerry Holdridge • 203-966-3658 

 

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

203-847-3881 

139 West Rocks Road 

Norwalk, CT 06851 

Mrs. Linda Dunn, Principal 

 

FAITH DIRECT—ONLINE GIVING 

866-507-8757 

Sign up online at www.faithdirect.net using our 

church code: CT46, or by mailing a paper 

enrollment form available in the parish office. 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. Jerome Parish, a 

Roman Catholic community, proclaim 

our belief in the message and mission of 

Jesus Christ.  As disciples of Jesus we are 

called to proclaim the Kingdom of God 

and to work for its values in the local 

community and beyond.  We are com-

mitted to:  worship, religious education, 

shared faith and service.  We welcome 

all people with respect, acceptance and 

support. 

Parish Staff 



Altar Flowers 

February 14/15—in memory of Donna Vincent 

from the Vincent Family. 

Altar Flowers may be memorialized for a donation 

of $50.  Please call the Parish Office several 

months prior to your desired date. 

 

Adoration & Silent Prayer Every day 

between 4:00PM and 5:00PM.  

 

Contemplative Prayer Wednesday evening 

at 7:00 PM and Friday morning at 7:00 AM.  

Come spend some quiet time with the Lord. 

 

Widows’ Support Group 

Meets at 9:30AM on the first Thursday of the 

month in the Kevin Eidt Youth Room. 

 

Perpetual Novena  Our Lady of the 

Miraculous Medal takes place each Monday 

following morning Mass 

 

Rosary & Divine Mercy Prayers 

Monday through Saturday after daily Mass 

 

Baptisms Every fourth Sunday at 12:15.  

Please call the parish office to schedule.  

 

Required Pre-Baptism Please contact  

Deacon Dean Finch at 203-246-3501 to arrange. 

Class is required for the first child baptized at  

St. Jerome. 

 

Reconciliation  One hour before vigil on 

Saturday.  Also Anytime by appointment 

 

Marriages  Please contact the Rectory at least 

six months in advance. 

 

Anointing of the Sick  takes place on the first 

Wednesday of each month, immediately following 

the 9:00 AM Mass,  in the sanctuary.  Anyone 

with an ongoing medical condition or who is 

seriously ill, anticipating a medical procedure or 

operation, is welcome to come. 

 

2/7 9:00 am for the People 

       

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY  

 4:00 pm Sharon Virgulak 

   (Joanne & Jackie Slaker)  

 

FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

2/8 8:00 am Anna Mangan 

    

           9:15 am Carmela DiDemetrio 

   (Michael & Maria Granata) 

 11:00 am Vincenzo Iannone, Jr.  

   (The Family) 

           6:00 pm         Eleanor Fahey 

                                 (Chris & Helen Eidt) 

 

2/9 9:00 am Elaine Emmanuelle 

   (DiCostanzo family) 

 

2/10 9:00 am Angelo Pace 

   (Richard & Jacquelin Ivanko)

        

2/11 9:00 am for the People 

       

2/12 9:00 am for Veterans 

 

2/13 9:00 am for deceased family members 

 

2/14 9:00 am Cristina Ruffo 

   (Colosiono family) 

       

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY  

 4:00 pm Ann & Wally Regan 

   (the Family)  

 

SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

2/15 8:00 am Mike & Pat DiMeglio 

   (Ursula DiMeglio & family) 

 9:15 am Janis Chuba 

   (the Family) 

 11:00 am Rich Lusniak  

   (wife & kids) 

           6:00 pm         Stephen Vicenzi 

                                 (Bill & Ann Groener) 

MASS INTENTIONS 2015 

****There are many available times for 

Mass intentions.  Please drop by or call the 

Parish Office. 



 Random Thoughts 

     Earlier this month the diocese put on an all day workshop by a woman named Sherry 

Anne Weddell. It was based on her book about discipleship   (Forming Intentional Disci-

ples: the Path to Knowing and Following Jesus.) Her thinking is sweeping the country, and 

that evening she was to give a presentation to the seminarians for the Archdiocese of New 

York. 

     I think she is on to something but let me start with the picture she paints of the Catholic Church in Amer-

ica. You can tell me if you think she is also describing our parish. First the fastest growing religious group in 

America is those who claim to have no religion and this is true of one third of those under age thirty. Weddell 

claims that this large group of unaffiliateds comes primarily from those who have claimed in the past to be 

affiliated with a denomination but have since stopped going to Church or synagogue. Here at St. Jerome, we 

have a large number of Catholics who stop coming to Church once their children age out of REACH and 

TOTAL. (By the way, don’t miss the great publicity in the HOUR about our teens and the campaign to put 

scarves on posts as a way of drawing attention to the homeless.) 

     The Catholic Church has the same problems as most other main line Churches: Episcopal, Lutheran, 

Presbyterian, and Congregational.  In the years between 2008 and 2012, the Catholic Church in America 

lost 5.4 million Catholics. Only 24% of Catholics attend Church weekly. 

     Weddell’s explanation for this phenomenon is simple. She claims, based on survey data from Pew, that 

only 60% of Catholics believe that God is “personal” and that of that group only 48% believe you can have a 

personal relationship with God. Another way to say her point is this: over half the people in Church on any 

given weekend are there not because they have come to encounter Jesus but because it is the thing to do. 

You go to Church on Sunday and what many folks believe in, without being aware of it, is “The Church.” 

Weddell would argue that in the Catholic Church “the name of Jesus is not to be mentioned.”  By the way, 

she herself is a convert from a small Protestant sect and has been a Catholic most of her adult years. 

     To put her argument another way, many active Catholics have an external sacramental relationship with 

the Church but they are not on interior journeys of Faith. She claims that many people who leave do so be-

cause they want to have a personal relationship with Jesus and the Church, but as most churches operate, 

people don’t perceive that as possible. So what do you think? Is she right or wrong? More to followB.. 

 

 

 

 

 

      

THIS WEEK AT   

ST. JEROME…. 

Sun., 2/8 REACH 1-6 after 9:15 Mass 

     TOTAL after the 6:00 Mass 

 

Mon., 2/9  Women’s Scripture & Prayer 9:30 AM 

                 Parish Council 7:00PM 

                 Social Concerns Meeting 7:00PM 

                 Liturgy Committee 7:30PM 

 

Tues 2/10 Second Grade Parent Meeting 7:30PM 

 

Wed., 2/11 Contemplative Prayer 7:00 PM 

                  Women’s Scripture & Prayer 7:35 PM 

  

Thurs.,2/12 REACH Singers Rehearsal 7:30 

  

 Fri., 2/13 Contemplative Prayer 7:00 AM 

 

Sat., 2/14 Men’s Ministry 7:00 AM 

    

Notre Dame Catholic High School       

(Fairfield)  

4

th

 Lancer Legacy Gala 

Saturday, February 28, 2015 at Sacred 

Heart University at 6pm. This is the 

school's largest fundraiser of the year 

and promises to be a wonderful eve-

ning celebrating Notre Dame's past, present, and 

exciting future.  For more information regarding 

reservations for Gala, please contact Notre 

D a m e ' s  A l u m n i  O f f i c e 

at tmarzik@notredame.org or 203-372-6521.  

 

Volunteers and Prayer Team Members 

needed! The Office for Pastoral Services is look-

ing for individuals who are interested in volunteer-

ing for a group called St. Gabriel’s Helpers. Indi-

viduals in this group would be available to the Of-

fice for Pastoral Services [at the Catholic Center] 

to help with mailings, assist as ushers for Dioce-

san events, or make phone calls as needed from 

the office.  If you are interested in helping in this 

much needed ministry, contact Carmela Setti 

at csetti@diopbt.org  or (203) 416-1623.  



  SAFE ENVIRONMENTS  

All volunteers 18 and over 

must be in compliance with 

the diocesan 4 step mandate. We encourage our 

young families with young children to take the VIRTUS 

DVD discussion “Protecting God’s Children.” It only 

takes 2.5 hours and you leave with a wealth of infor-

mation and the 5 step plan to protect your children 

and others.   Please see the VIRTUS website 

(www.virtusonline.org) for all upcoming sessions and 

to pre-register for a session that works for you. 

 

WEEKLY OFFERTORY SUMMARY 

February 1, 2015       $5,151 

February offertory budget    $39,050 

For January 2015M. 

January offertory received    $44,248 

January offertory budget    $45,050 

As always, thank you for your continued generous 

support of our parish. 

**You can make help make our counting 

teams job easier….we would like to ask all pa-

rishioners who are including checks in their offertory 

envelopes to fill in both the donation amount and 

check number in the appropriate spaces.  Thank 

you for helping them! 

 

Want to help and get more involved in 

our parish? 

Meals at the Norwalk Emergency Shelter 

We are in need of volunteers to help with the monthly 

service at the Norwalk Emergency Shelter. On the 

fourth Wednesday every month, St. Jerome volun-

teers buy, prepare, and serve the mid-day meal. 

Are you available to help?  Call Helen Gaal, volunteer 

coordinator, at 847-1839. 

 

Funeral Reception Support 

Help prepare and serve a mid-day luncheon for fami-

lies who are celebrating the loss of a loved one.  

There are three teams who prep and serve in rota-

tion.  Commitment is usually 9 to 12 or 12 to 2:30.  

Team leaders are  Annette Maiberger, Marian Ains-

worth, and Francie Mansager.   

Call Francie Mansager at 853-6489 with questions or 

to help. 

 

Funeral Reception Desserts & Salads 

Over 65 women contribute a salad or dessert to sup-

port our funeral ministry.  If you can drop off either the 

day before or in the morning of a funeral, we could 

use more help. Each team has a coordinator who will 

request your contribution in advance of the fu-

neral.  We can use more assistance from others. 

 

Scripture Corner 

     Those of you who attend our Bible studies each year have heard me say over and over, “I 

love the Old Testament because it is so complex and holds together things in tension with each 

other”. This Sunday’s first reading is from the book of Job, and the book itself is a classic exam-

ple of what I mean. 

     The Old Testament is an edited work that holds together different traditions. One tradition 

holds that the key to Faith is obedience. If you are obedient, blessings follow, and if you are dis-

obedient, bad things happen to you. This view is represented in Job by his free friends who ar-

gue that although Job claims to be perfectly obedient to God, his great sufferings and loss of 

everything important to him, mean that he has sinned and is being punished by God. This view 

comes from what is known as the Deuteronomical tradition. 

     But the Bible also has another tradition that believes that God is faithful to and loves his peo-

ple even when they sin. This tradition is found in 2 Samuel 7 where God enters into an uncondi-

tional Covenant with King David who has sinned greatly. The Bible, in its wisdom tradition also 

puts great emphasis on what Walter Brueggemann calls “the lived experience of people.” Job 

knows both that he is obedient to the law and yet suffers greatly. 

     This weekend’s first reading has Job bemoaning his fate and complaining to God. In the end 

of the Book, Job has a face to face encounter with God. In that meeting Job’s view on life, that 

you can both be good and suffer, is affirmed by God. Job is given the okay for being argumenta-

tive with God. We all need to know that what God wants with us is a personal relationship. Argu-

ments are part of the deal and divinely sanctioned. 



PARISH UPDATE 

NAME__________________________________ 

ADDRESS______________________________ 

CITY ___________________________________ 

PHONE _________________________________  

EMAIL__________________________________ 

�

��

� New Registration  

�

��

� Change of Address 

�

��

� Want Envelopes  

�

��

� Moving Out of Parish 

 

TOTAL NEWS 

•  For the next few weeks 

we will have a regular session 

of TOTAL along with small group rehearsals for 

The Fourteen Steps. Even if you didn’t attend the 

auditions on January 25

th

, you can still participate. 

You can be part of the crowd or help with the 

props and tech crew. 

• As part of Keep Jesus Warm, TOTAL is collect-

ing winter jackets, hats, scarves, gloves, NEW 

socks and monetary donations that will be dropped 

off at the Open Door Shelter. Last Saturday, 15 

teens tied scarves to trees around Norwalk to raise 

awareness for the homeless plight as part of the 

ongoing Night in a Box project. The teens who par-

ticipated were Alexa Chiappetta, Alyssa Per-

schino, Christina Ronzitti, Jack Cocchia, Connor 

Fitton, Elizabeth Markow, Erin Vallerie, Catherine 

Robinson, Isabella Bruni, Rachael Cortese, Kyle 

Pisacrita, AJ Hall, Allison Hall, Riley Williams and 

Victoria Chiappetta. Check out The Hour, News 12 

and ‘It’s Relevant’ online for coverage on the activ-

ity. 

• Registration is now open for the 30 Hour Famine, 

on February 28

th

 and March 1

st

! Visit http://

s t p h i l i p n o r w a l k . w e e b l y . c om / 3 0 - h o u r -

famine.html  to register. All teens are encouraged 

to participate. Volunteers must register as well. 

  

 REACH NEWS 

 

• Today,  February 8thM. 

     Grades 1-6 meet at the 9:15 Mass then class. 

     Grades 7-8 meet after the 6:00 Mass. 

• Next Sunday, February 15thM. No classes 

• First Reconciliation/First Communion Par-

ents—meeting this Tuesday, Feb 10 at 7:30 

(for those that did not attend this past Satur-

day’s meeting). 

• Volunteers needed each week for REACH 

to function—please check out our easy 

volunteer sign up at:  http://

stjerome.ivolunteer.com/ 

 

NEW DIOCESE OF BRIDGEPORT 

FREE PHONE APP available early 

February 2015!   Details on Diocese 

of Bridgeport website and February 14 

issue of the Fairfield County Catholic!     

 .  

TWEET OF THE WEEK 

POPE FRANCIS   @Pontifex  

“True love does not pay attention to the 

evil it suffers.  It rejoices in doing good.” 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

February 15 

Tickets on sale now!!! 

Please buy your tickets in advance 

so we know how much food to pur-

chase. Breakfast will be served 

from 8:45 to 11:00 AM in the church hall. Tickets 

are $7.00 for adults and FREE for children age 12 

and younger. Come as a family and enjoy delicious 

pancakes, scrambled eggs, bacon, sausage, or-

ange and apple juice, milk, chocolate milk, and tea 

and coffee. 

 

The Welcoming Committee is 

pleased to invite new parishioners 

to be our guests at the Pancake 

Breakfast on Sunday, February 

15.  There will be a special gather-

ing area at the Breakfast for new 

parish members. Email flor-

ence_loch@hotmail.com if you haven't reserved 

yet. 

New parishioners along with all parishioners have 

an opportunity to meet and mingle with one another 

on Sunday mornings after the 9:15 Mass.  Amy and 

Vinnie Russo and their children host the " Coffee 

&..." on REACH Sundays. Lorraine and Tom Larkin 

are hosts on some other select Sundays. Panera 

Restaurant on Main Ave. donates the generous of-

fering of baked goods for these Sunday morning 

gatherings so please remember to thank them and 

patronize the restaurant.   

Lastly, our parish Lenten Program schedule offers 

many different opportunities for faith enrich-

ment.  New parishioners will find our Parish Re-

newal sessions on February 25, 26 and 27 chal-

lenging, thought provoking  and  prayerful.   Like-

wise , the Witness Talks by parish members fol-

lowing the Bread and Soup Suppers on 3 Fridays in 

March are inspiring and yet another way to meet 

your fellow parishioners. 

 

 


