
St. Jerome Church 

23 Half Mile Road  Norwalk, CT 06851                                 203-847-5349 



THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME JANUARY 25, 2015 

 

 

SABBATH MASSES 

Saturday 4:00 PM E.S.T. & 4:30 PM D.S.T. 

Sunday  8:00 AM 

 9:15 AM  Young Childrenʼs Mass 

 11:00 AM   

 6:00 PM  Teen Mass 

 

DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

Vigil   7:00 PM  

Holy Day  9:00 AM, 7:00 PM 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon-Sat  9:00 AM 

 

HOW TO FIND US…… 

Parish Website:  

www.stjeromenorwalk.org 

 

Parish Email:  

norwalkstjerome@cs.com 

 

REACH email:   

reachstjerome@optonline.net 

 

Facebook: St. Jerome Norwalk 

 

Twitter:  @StJeromeNorwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Facebook:  

REACH St.Jerome 

 

REACH & TOTAL Twitter: 

@REACHstjerome 

PASTORAL STAFF 

203-847-5349 

Rev. David Blanchfield, Pastor 

Rev. Joseph Palacino, Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Michael Hoag, S.J., Sunday Assistant 

Deacon Dean Finch • 203-246-3501 

deacon.dean.finch@gmail.com 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

203-847-5349 

Mrs. Pat Florio, Secretary   

Office Hours, Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (REACH)   

203-846-2111 

Mrs. Kathy Coyne, DRE 

Mrs. Anne Groener 

Mrs. Natalie Raduazzo   

Mrs. Kathy Rohr 

Facebook (REACH St.Jerome)   

Twitter (@REACHstjerome) 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY (TOTAL) 

Joe and Daniela OʼCallaghan   

203-847-0321 

jocallaghan@optonline.net  

danielaoc@optonline.net 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

203-847-5349 

Mr. Donald Nelson   

Mrs. Joan McFarland   

 

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 

Dan Loch  • 203-846-3980 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Jerry Holdridge • 203-966-3658 

 

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

203-847-3881 

139 West Rocks Road 

Norwalk, CT 06851 

Mrs. Linda Dunn, Principal 

 

FAITH DIRECT—ONLINE GIVING 

866-507-8757 

Sign up online at www.faithdirect.net using our 

church code: CT46, or by mailing a paper 

enrollment form available in the parish office. 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. Jerome Parish, a 

Roman Catholic community, proclaim 

our belief in the message and mission of 

Jesus Christ.  As disciples of Jesus we are 

called to proclaim the Kingdom of God 

and to work for its values in the local 

community and beyond.  We are com-

mitted to:  worship, religious education, 

shared faith and service.  We welcome 

all people with respect, acceptance and 

support. 

Parish Staff 



Altar Flowers 

Altar Flowers may be memorialized for a donation 

of $50.  Please call the Parish Office several 

months prior to your desired date. 

 

Adoration & Silent Prayer Every day 

between 4:00PM and 5:00PM.  

 

Contemplative Prayer Wednesday evening 

at 7:00 PM and Friday morning at 7:00 AM.  

Come spend some quiet time with the Lord. 

 

Widows’ Support Group 

Meets at 9:30Am on the first Thursday of the 

month in the Kevin Eidt Youth Room. 

 

Perpetual Novena  Our Lady of the 

Miraculous Medal takes place each Monday 

following morning Mass 

 

Rosary & Divine Mercy Prayers 

Monday through Saturday after daily Mass 

 

Baptisms Every fourth Sunday at 12:15.  

Please call the parish office to schedule.  

 

Required Pre-Baptism Please contact  

Deacon Dean Finch at 203-246-3501 to arrange. 

Class is required for the first child baptized at  

St. Jerome. 

 

Reconciliation  One hour before vigil on 

Saturday.  Also Anytime by appointment 

 

Marriages  Please contact the Rectory at least 

six months in advance. 

 

Anointing of the Sick  takes place on the first 

Wednesday of each month, immediately following 

the 9:00 AM Mass,  in the sanctuary.  Anyone 

with an ongoing medical condition or who is 

seriously ill, anticipating a medical procedure or 

operation, is welcome to come. 

 

 

1/24 9:00 am for the Parish Youth 

       

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY  

 4:00 pm Benjamin Olmstead 

   (Bill & Anne Groener)  

 

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

1/25 8:00 am for the People 

                                  

 9:15 am Phyllis Rice 

   (Chris & Helen Eidt) 

 11:00 am Joe Pacific  

   (Dan & Florence Loch) 

           6:00 pm         Kevin Eidt 

                                 (parents, Chris & Helen) 

 

1/26 9:00 am Lorraine Vassallo 

   (Theresa Fritz) 

 

1/27 9:00 am Carmela Abruscato 

   (Abruscato &  

                                       Trombetto families) 

    

1/28 9:00 am Clorinda Florio 

   (the Family) 

    

1/29 9:00 am for our troops 

 

1/30 9:00 am for deceased mothers 

 

1/31 9:00 am for deceased fathers 

       

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY  

 4:00 pm Mary Bua 

   (Abruscato &  

                   Trombetta families)  

 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

2/1 8:00 am Rita Saverino 

   (O’Melia family) 

           9:15 am Phyllis Rice 

   (Anne Green) 

 11:00 am William C. Clyne  

   (Justin Smith & family) 

           6:00 pm         Gerry Pinto 

                                 (Zita & family) 

MASS INTENTIONS 2015 

****There are many available times for 

Mass intentions.  Please drop by or call the 

Parish Office. 



 Random Thoughts 

          As we enter into the new year, I want to give you an update on CONECT-

Congregations Organized For A New Connecticut. This is an Ecumenical, 

multi-ethnic, urban and suburban organization to which we belong and one that is doing im-

portant work locally and even nationally, since some of our projects are shared by other sister 

faith based organizations throughout the country. 

     It is important to point out that we work on issues that come from member congregations and that we work 

on both sides of the political aisle. Former state senator John McKinney publicly stated that we were a model on 

how to have political discourse since we look for relationships with everyone. Today’s opponent will be tomor-

row’s ally. 

     Just this past week, four people from our parish were on the front page of the Connecticut Post for our work 

on the national campaign “Do Not Stand Idly By”. This is a national faith based campaign to use market forces 

both to encourage gun companies to make safer smart guns as well as to have them better police the few deal-

ers that are responsible for getting guns into the hands of criminals. As of today, here in Connecticut, we have 

the support of Governor Malloy as well as eight other mayors or first Selectmen including our own Mayor Rilling, 

a Democrat, and First Selectmen Liodra of Newtown, a Republican.  At our Press Conference in December, we 

had Police Chiefs from Newtown, Bridgeport, and many towns who support our efforts to make it harder for 

criminals or children to use guns that do not belong to them. Just last week a two year old in Ohio accidentally 

shot her mother while out shopping. If the mother, who had a right to carry a concealed gun, had had a smart 

gun she would be alive today and her two year old would not have the life-long burden of having killed his 

mother.  

     But CONECT also works on many issues, all of which come from the concerns of individuals in the local 

Church or synagogue. We have done excellent work on health care and have worked for public hearings when 

insurance companies try to raise rates by more than 15%. Just this past year a public hearing and the work of 

the state insurance commission saved us 66 million dollars in proposed health care increases. Dan Loch is in-

volved on that task force and the next issue may well be the huge and varied hospital charges that plague many 

of us. There is also an education committee that is looking into the problem of getting services for special stu-

dents as well as bullying issues in our schools. 

     I am always looking for people who have a passion for one of these issues. We have groups working on 

each issue, but they need more help. If you want to work on a team, let me know. If you are interested in the 

work of CONECT, let me know. In March there will be training with other congregations to learn more about 

community organizing and its ability to level the playing field. Power is everywhere in life. It is important to lever-

age the power of the average religious person to work against institutional power when that larger force harms 

individuals. In community organizing, we define power as “organized money” and “organized people”. Power is 

neither good nor bad but can be used to build up the community or to do harm. CONECT is in the business of 

using power to promote the common good. 

     I am proud that our parish is a charter member and that we are in the forefront of helping our Diocese be-

come more active in the area of social justice. 

THIS WEEK AT   

ST. JEROME…. 

 

 

 

Sun., 1/25 REACH 1-6 after 9:15 Mass 

        REACH 7-8 after 6:00 Mass 

        TOTAL—14 Steps auditions 

Mon., 1/26 Women’s Scripture & Prayer 9:30 AM 

        Social Concerns Committee 7:00 PM 

        Liturgy Committee 7:30 PM 

Tues., 1/27  

Wed., 1/28  Contemplative Prayer 7:00 PM 

                  Women’s Scripture & Prayer 7:35 PM  

Thurs.,1/29 REACH Singers Rehearsal 7:30  

 Fri., 1/30 Contemplative Prayer 7:00 AM 

Sat., 1/31 Men’s Ministry 7:00 AM 

    WEEKLY OFFERTORY SUMMARY 

January 18, 2015       $2,628 

January total to date    $37,729 

January offertory budget    $45,050 

As always, thank you for your generous support 

of our parish. 

 

Notre Dame Catholic High School (Fairfield)  

4

th

 Lancer Legacy Gala 

Saturday, February 28, 2015 at Sacred Heart Univer-

sity at 6pm. This is the school's largest fundraiser of 

the year and promises to be a wonderful eve-

ning celebrating Notre Dame's past, present, and ex-

citing future.  For more information regarding reserva-

tions for Gala, please contact Notre Dame's Alumni 

Office at tmarzik@notredame.org or 203-372-6521.  



   

 

SAFE ENVIRONMENTS  

All volunteers 18 and over 

must be in compliance with 

the diocesan 4 step mandate. 

We encourage our young families with young children 

to take the VIRTUS DVD discussion “Protecting God’s 

Children.” It only takes 2.5 hours and you leave with a 

wealth of information and the 5 step plan to protect 

your children and others.   Please see the VIRTUS 

website (www.virtusonline.org) for all upcoming ses-

sions and to pre-register for a session that works for 

you. 

Lauralton Hall  

200 High Street, Milford 

invites you to attend Take-a-Look 

Tuesday on February 3, 2015 at 8:00 

am  Join us for coffee and a tour.  

RSVP to 203-878-3333—but if you 

don’t know until the last the last minute—just drop in.  

200 High Street, Milford. 

 

The St. Jerome Women’s 

Guild will meet on February 

2nd at 1:00 PM in the church 

hall. 

 

Want to help and get more involved in our parish? 

Meals at the Norwalk Emergency Shelter 

We are in need of volunteers to help with the monthly 

service at the Norwalk Emergency Shelter. On the 

fourth Wednesday every month, St. Jerome volun-

teers buy, prepare, and serve the mid-day meal. 

Are you available to help?  Call Helen Gaal, volunteer 

coordinator, at 847-1839. 

 

Funeral Reception Support 

Help prepare and serve a mid-day luncheon for fami-

lies who are celebrating the loss of a loved one.  

There are three teams who prep and serve in rota-

tion.  Commitment is usually 9 to 12 or 12 to 2:30.  

Team leaders are  Annette Maiberger, Marian Ains-

worth, and Francie Mansager.   

Call Francie Mansager at 853-6489 with questions or 

to help. 

 

Funeral Reception Desserts & Salads 

Over 65 women contribute a salad or dessert to sup-

port our funeral ministry.  If you can drop off either the 

day before or in the morning of a funeral, we could 

use more help. Each team has a coordinator who will 

request your contribution in advance of the fu-

neral.  We can use more assistance from others. 

 

Scripture Corner 

     Today is the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time and finally we are back to Mark’s Gospel, the focus of 

cycle B. As I have mentioned, once the liturgists chose the Gospel passage, they then look for an Old 

Testament reading that will have a tie in.  

     Today the Gospel is about the call to repent and so the prophet Jonah is center stage. Every year 

my first scripture class for 6th graders starts with the Book of Jonah. I use it because it is short, but 

more importantly for its message that God’s love is universal, and that He is in charge of even the 

chaos represented by a storm. I also want them to know that the Bible consists of many books repre-

senting many different literary genres. The Bible has history, short stories, poetry, songs, lists, and so 

much more. 

     The Book of the prophet Jonah is a classic example of that diversity. It is a fable that teaches theo-

logical truth. Written in the time after the Jews return from exile and are ruled by the Greeks, it imagina-

tively and humorously describes a most reluctant prophet. God calls him to go to his enemy the 

Ninevites and call upon them to repent. Jonah wants them to die, so he runs in the opposite direction 

and gets on a boat with pagan sailors who pray when they get caught in a storm. Jonah knows God is 

after him so he tells the sailors to throw him overboard. The storm then ends, Jonah is swallowed by a 

whale, and after his prayer of thanksgiving, he is spit up back where he started. Reluctantly he goes to 

Nineveh and in a miracle they all repent immediately. Jonah is bummed out and just wants to die until 

God intervenes and gets him to see that God loves the Ninevites and in fact everyone. 

     So Jonah is about repentance and the mystery of how it happens. John the Baptist and Jesus both 

called for repentance, but Jesus does it in a way that shows great love for the sinner even as he gets 

annoyed with the religious establishment that talks repentance but refuses to pen their hearts and 

minds to a radical change. Jesus would have given the fictional Jonah a hard time even as he would 

have delighted in sitting down for a big meal with the fictional Ninevites.     



PARISH UPDATE 

NAME__________________________________ 

ADDRESS______________________________ 

CITY ___________________________________ 

PHONE _________________________________  

EMAIL__________________________________ 

�

��

� New Registration  

�

��

� Change of Address 

�

��

� Want Envelopes  

�

��

� Moving Out of Parish 

 

TOTAL NEWS 

•   TOTAL meets tonight 

af ter the 6:00 mass 

with auditions for the Fourteen Steps. You can 

choose to be part of the cast, a reader or part of 

the tech crew. All teens are encouraged to be a 

part of this beautiful prayer that will be presented 

to the Parish on Good Friday. 

• Last weekend 17 teens from St. Jerome and 

nearby parishes attended the Emmaus retreat at 

the Seton Neumann Center in Danbury. The week-

end was filled with lots of love, prayer, fun, friend-

ship and lots and lots of food! Thank you to the 

team who helped make the weekend a success. 

The teens in attendance were Adriel Alvarado, 

Devon Barker, Shannon Buttling, Alexa Chiap-

petta, Miles Cooper, Ashley Evans, Madeline Hef-

feran, James Muldowney, Alyssa Perschino, Kyle 

Pisacrita, Allison Pitasi, Christina Ronzitti, Paul 

Stumpf, Sean Sullivan, Erin Vallerie, Teague 

Whalen, and Riley Williams. 

• Freshmen – Information about small group 

classes for Confirmation will be sent out soon. 

Classes will be held during lent. 

• Registration is now open for the 30 Hour Famine, 

February 28- March 1, 2015! Please  visithttp://

s t p h i l i p n o r w a l k . w e e b l y . c om / 3 0 - h o u r -

famine.html  to register. All teens are encouraged 

to participate. 

REACH NEWS 

 

• Today, January 25thK. 

     Grades 1-6 meet at the    

      9:15 Mass then class. 

     Grades 7-8 meet after the 6:00 Mass. 

• Next Sunday, February 1K. 

     Grades K-6 meet at the 9:15 Mass then class. 

• Volunteers needed each week for REACH 

to function—please check out our easy 

volunteer sign up at:  http://

stjerome.ivolunteer.com/ 

 

SOCIAL CONCERNS MEETING 

First meeting of the Social Concerns 

Committee will be Monday, 1/26 in 

Room 5 at 7:00 PM. All Committee 

members are asked to attend to plan for 2015 

projects. Any interested parishioners are welcome 

to share their ideas.       

 

POPE FRANCIS   @Pontifex  

“How often we forget to dedicate our-

selves to that which truly matters!   

We forget that we are children of God.” 

 

All Saints Catholic School 

OPEN HOUSE 

Today marks the beginning of Catholic 

Schools Week, the national celebration 

of what makes Catholic education ex-

ceptional and what we offer the families in our com-

munity.  Come see what makes All Saints Catholic 

School exceptional at one of our open houses:  

Sunday January 25

th

 12-2pm, and Monday Jan. 26 

from 8:30am-10am 139 West Rocks Road, Norwalk.  

For more information, visit www.allsaintsnorwalk.com.  

 

Food Drive this weekend  

Our first food drive of 2015 kicks off 

this weekend.    After each Mass, So-

cial Concerns volunteers will be sell-

ing a package of chicken soup, pea-

nut butter, macaroni and cheese, 

spaghetti sauce for $5.00, which will 

be added to our food collection.  In addition, other 

items always needed include:  beef ravioli, tuna, 

canned peaches, hot and cold cereal, and fresh 

produce – potatoes, onions, carrots, squash, ap-

ples, oranges.  Thank you for helping to ease the 

daily struggle of our hungry neighbors.   

 

SAVE THE DATE  

Sunday—February 15 

Breakfast will be served from 8:45 to 

11:00 AM in the church hall. Tickets 

are $7.00 for adults and FREE for 

children age 12 and younger. Tickets 

go on sale after all Masses next weekend, Jan. 31- 

Feb. 1. Come as a family and enjoy delicious pan-

cakes, scrambled eggs, bacon, sausage, orange and 

apple juice, milk, chocolate milk, and tea and coffee. 

 

 

 


