
 

ST. JEROME CHURCH 

23 Half Mile Road  Norwalk, CT 06851   ~  203-847-5349 



FOURTH SUNDAY ON ORDINARY TIME JANUARY 31, 2016 

 

 

SABBATH MASSES 

Saturday 4:00 PM E.S.T. & 4:30 PM D.S.T. 

Sunday  8:00 AM 

 9:15 AM  Young Childrenʼs Mass  

             11:00 AM   

 6:00 PM  Teen Mass 

 

DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

Vigil   7:00 PM  

Holy Day  9:00 AM, 7:00 PM 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon-Sat  9:00 AM 

 

HOW TO FIND US…… 

Parish Website:  

www.stjeromenorwalk.org 

 

Parish Email:  

norwalkstjerome@cs.com 

 

REACH email:   

reachstjerome@optonline.net 

 

Facebook: St. Jerome Norwalk 

 

Twitter:  @StJeromeNorwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Facebook:  

REACH St.Jerome 

 

REACH & TOTAL Twitter: 

@REACHstjerome 

 

PASTORAL STAFF 

203-847-5349 

Rev. David Blanchfield, Pastor 

Rev. Rojin Zacharias K.M., Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Michael Hoag, S.J., Weekend Assistant 

Deacon Dean Finch • 203-246-3501 

deacon.dean.finch@gmail.com 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

203-847-5349 

Mrs. Pat Florio, Secretary   

Office Hours, Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (REACH)   

203-846-2111 

Mrs. Kathy Coyne, DRE 

Mrs. Anne Groener 

Mrs. Natalie Raduazzo   

Mrs. Kathy Rohr 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY (TOTAL) 

Joe and Daniela OʼCallaghan   

203-847-0321 

jocallaghan@optonline.net  

danielaoc@optonline.net 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

203-847-5349 

Mr. Donald Nelson   

Mrs. Joan McFarland   

 

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 

Robert Yap • 203-246-7447 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Jerry Holdridge • 203-966-3658 

 

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

203-847-3881    Pre K—Grade 8 

139 West Rocks Road 

Norwalk, CT 06851 

Mrs. Linda Dunn, Principal 

 

FAITH DIRECT—ONLINE GIVING 

866-507-8757 www.faithdirect.net 

Sign up using our church code: CT46, or 

by mailing a paper enrollment form available in 

the parish office.  Also available on our website at 

www.stjeromenorwalk.org/Faith-Direct-

enrollment.pdf 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. Jerome Parish, a 

Roman Catholic community, proclaim 

our belief in the message and mission of 

Jesus Christ.  As disciples of Jesus we are 

called to proclaim the Kingdom of God 

and to work for its values in the local 

community and beyond.  We are com-

mitted to:  worship, religious education, 

shared faith and service.  We welcome 

all people with respect, acceptance and 

support. 

Parish Staff 



Altar Flowers 

Altar Flowers may be memorialized for a donation 

of $50.  Please call the Parish Office several 

months prior to your desired date. 

 

Adoration & Silent Prayer Every day 

between 4:00PM and 5:00PM.  

 

Contemplative Prayer Wednesday evening 

at 7:00 PM and Friday morning at 7:00 AM.  

Come spend some quiet time with the Lord. 

 

Widows’ Support Group 

Meets at 9:30AM on the first Thursday of the 

month in the Kevin Eidt Youth Room. 

 

Perpetual Novena  Our Lady of the 

Miraculous Medal takes place each Monday 

following morning Mass 

 

Rosary & Divine Mercy Prayers 

Monday through Saturday after daily Mass 

 

Baptisms Every fourth Sunday at 12:15.  

Please call the parish office to schedule.  

 

Required Pre-Baptism Please contact  

Deacon Dean Finch at 203-246-3501 to arrange. 

Class is required for the first child baptized at  

St. Jerome. 

 

Reconciliation  One hour before vigil on 

Saturday.  Also Anytime by appointment. 

 

Marriages  Please contact the Rectory at least 

six months in advance. 

 

Anointing of the Sick  takes place on the first 

Wednesday of each month, immediately following 

the 9:00 AM Mass,  in the sanctuary.  Anyone 

with an ongoing medical condition or who is 

seriously ill, anticipating a medical procedure or 

operation, is welcome to come. 

 

Gluten Free Hosts are available at all 

Masses. If you require a gluten-free host, please 

see the officiating priest before Mass.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1/30 9:00 am Marie Meyer 

   (Linda Dunn) 

    

 

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:00 pm Celine McCarthy 

   (Durkin family)) 

 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

1/31 8:00 am Julie Balazs   

   (Dan & Florence Loch) 

 9:15 am         Santo & Mary Orlando  

   (Orlando family) 

 11:00 am for the Souls in Purgatory 

    (July Mendoza) 

   6:00 pm         Arnaldo Mattera 

   (DiCostanzo family) 

 

 

2/1 9:00 am        for Pope Francis  

  

     

2/2 9:00 am Bill Maiberger 

   (Richard & Annette Maiberger) 

    

2/3 9:00 am John Patchen 

   (Antunes family) 

 

2/4 9:00 am Angie Mattera 

   (Husband, Angelo) 

 

2/5 9:00 am Roberty Pelletier (10th Ann.) 

   (wife & children) 

 

2/6 9:00 am for Bishop Caggiano 

    

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:00 pm Ann & Wally Regan 

   (family) 

 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

2/7 8:00 am Bob Holdsworth  

   (Pat Chocas) 

 9:15 am         Anna & Joe Czel  

   (Colin, Susan, & Dennis Kaiser) 

 11:00 am Vincent Iannone, Jr. 

    (family) 

   6:00 pm         Laura Smith 

   (St. Jerome Staff) 

 

   

   



 This Sunday's first two readings set the stage for the Gospel. First, Jeremiah declares his call from 

God was his destiny even before he was born: to proclaim the word of the LORD. Not easy, but God will 

fortify him; not deliver him, but make him crush-proof. Second, Paul’s praise of love, one of the best known 

Biblical passages, tells us that we can say all the right words about loving God and each other, but if we do 

not show it in how we live, then we are noisy gongs and clanging cymbals.  

Then for this Sunday's Gospel you have to remember last Sunday's Gospel when Luke gave us the 

start of the story. Jesus comes back to Nazareth, his boyhood home. He takes his turn in the synagogue 

and reads from Isaiah: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings 

to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives, and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the op-

pressed go free, and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord.” Jesus' one-line commentary, “Today this 

Scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing,” means he has just read his mission statement, his destiny, as 

the Messiah. 

Jesus knows the people are thinking he should do some miracles as proof of his statement. He 

doesn't. Remember Mark's (6:1-6) take on this same event: Jesus is amazed at their lack of faith and "was 

not able to perform any mighty deed there" in Nazareth precisely because of their lack of faith. Mark's of-

fended crowd vented, “Just who does he think he is? We know him and his family. He's the carpenter!” 

Luke's astonished crowd is hesitant and more respectful, “Can it be that he really is the Messiah? Joseph's 

son!?” 

Yet what drives the crowd here in Luke to try to throw Jesus off a cliff is that he dares to scold them -

- with the examples he uses from Elisha and Elijah. Bad enough that he makes clear that the Messiah is 

here for everybody, not just Jews. Many lepers and widows in Israel, yet the Syrian leper Naaman and the 

Sidonian widow, both non-Jews, were the ones helped. But it gets worse. Lepers were oppressed outcasts 

to Jews. And in Jewish tradition God entrusted all widows to the care of the whole town. Yet, there were 

many lepers and widows in Israel not helped. Jesus is reprimanding them for neglecting their duty of care.  

Like Elijah and Elisha, Jesus was not sent only to the Jews: Ok, guys, if you can't accept my mes-

sage, I'll take it to gentiles and the socially unacceptable. His message of release, recovery, and accep-

tance of the poor, afflicted, and oppressed is put right up front and the hope of salvation is offered to all 

people. 

This Sunday's Gospel makes me think. Was what Sister Mary Armbuster drummed into me in paro-

chial grade school misguided? Was Jesus sent only to Roman Catholics? For that matter, only to Catho-

lics? Only to Christians? Then I asked myself, What has Jesus said to get me annoyed? Well, likely candi-

dates might be pesky toughies like “Love your enemies,” “Turn the other cheek,” “Forgive others,” “Do not 

judge,” not to mention the Parable of the Workers or the Prodigal Son's brother. When you come right down 

to it, how comfortable am I at hearing what I don't want to hear? And the kicker is: Do I have a sense of a 

duty of care for the poor, afflicted, and oppressed? Do I, as Paul advised, show it in how I live? Is it my des-

tiny? Many widows and lepers in the land. No getting around it: Christian love always and everywhere in-

volves sacrifice. 

THIS WEEK AT  ST. JEROME…. 

 Scripture Corner   by Dan Loch 

    

 

                   

 

 

   Sunday  1/31 REACH grades 1-6 meet in the morning 

      REACH grades 7-8 in the evening 

      TOTAL & 14 Steps rehearsal in the evening 

   Monday 2/1 Women’s Scripture & Prayer 9:30 AM 

   Tuesday 2/2  

                   Wednesday 2/3 Contemplative Prayer 7:00 PM 

      Women’s Scripture & Prayer 7:30 PM 

   Thursday 2/4 Widow’s Support 9:30 AM 

      REACH Singers Rehearsal 7:30 PM 

   Friday  2/5 Contemplative Prayer 7:00 AM 

   Saturday      2/6 Men’s Ministry 7:00 AM 



   

WEEKLY OFFERTORY SUMMARY 

January 24, 2016        $2,099 

January total to date     $45,187 

January offertory budget      $44,989 

   

 As always, thank you for your generous support 

of our parish.   

 

All Saints Catholic School: A Community of 

Faith, Knowledge and Service 

 

Today marks the beginning of Catho-

lic Schools Week, the national cele-

bration of what makes Catholic educa-

tion exceptional and what we offer the 

families in our community.   

 

Come see what makes All Saints 

Catholic School exceptional at one of our open 

houses: Today, Sunday January 31

th

 12-2pm, Monday 

and Tues. Feb. 1 and 2 from  8:30am-10am. 139 West 

Rocks Road, Norwalk.  For more information, visit 

www.allsaintsnorwalk.com.   

 

 

GENESIS 

MORNING BIBLE STUDY  

Tuesdays, 2/16 – 3/22  

9:30 AM in the Church Hall 

Each session will offer a 25-

minute video by Sr. Dianne Bergant, Ph.D. followed by 

a half-hour of discussion led by Fr. David. As those 

who viewed the first six videos last fall can verify, Sr. 

Bergant opens up the Book of Genesis to make the 

familiar stories brand-new with her brilliant insights. 

Don't miss it! 

 

 

 

 

HOW CAN WE HELP OUT?? 

 The funeral reception 

teams are looking for more 

people who can help at our 

luncheons.  We have three 

teams and the day is divided between setting up 

and serving, so you might be called just three or 

four times a year for just three hours of work.   If 

you don’t work or work part-time, consider offering 

to help by contacting one of our team leaders:  An-

nette Maiberger (203-846-9329 or atpa-

tience@optonline.net),  Francie Mansager (203-853

-6489 or jfman02@hotmail.com) and Domenica 

G i o i e l l a  ( 2 0 3 - 8 4 6 - 1 9 5 5  o r  

domen1205@optonline.net 

If you normally 

attend the 

4:30PM Saturday Mass and are interested in help-

ing a parishioner who would like a ride to the Mass, 

please contact Barbara Bagnato at 203-847-7657  

 

Food Drive is extended 

through January 31. 

Thank you to everyone who 

braved the snow and brought grocery items or 

contributed  last weekend.   

PLEASE REMEMBER TO FILL OUT YOUR SURVEY!! 

• The survey was emailed to you by DiscipleMakerIndex@measuring-success.com . If you didn’t re-

ceive an email, please check your “spam/junk folder”.  

• Please help us participate by completing a 10-15 minute survey online.  

• Survey open until Ash Wednesday, February 10

th

.  

• All responses will be kept confidential - we will only receive information about the community as a 

whole.  

Other ways to participate:  

• A generic link will be available through our website that will take you to the survey.    The link is 

http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/2334891/df06576fe3d3-Generic 

• Obtain a paper copy from the office.  

****Each adult member of the household is asked to take the survey.   

Please have one member use the emailed link and  

other members use the generic link above.   

Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey.  It is important to St. Jerome and the Diocese. 

TWEETS OF THE WEEK 

   @Pontifex “In today’s society, in 

which forgiveness is so rare, mercy 

is ever more important.” 

 

@BishopCaggiano “When we look into the 

face of every infant, we’re invited to recognize 

the face of God in that infant who was created 

in Christ #iStand4Life” 



• TOTAL meets tonight after the 6:00 mass 

with a regular TOTAL session and re-

hearsal for “The Fourteen Steps”. You 

can still be part of the crowd, a reader or part 

of the tech crew. All teens are encouraged to 

be a part of this beautiful presentation. 

• KEEP JESUS WARM - The Scarf Project 

has been rescheduled to next Saturday, Feb. 

6. The TOTAL teens will be tying scarves to 

trees and poles around town to raise aware-

ness for homelessness. We will be collecting 

winter weather gear for the homeless shelter 

for the month of February. 

• If you are a Freshman and did not register 

for TOTAL and are planning to be Confirmed 

in the Fall, please contact Daniela immedi-

a t e l y .  Sma l l  g r o u p  c l a s s e s 

for Confirmation will begin on February 

15

th

 and must be completed during Lent. 

• Registration is now open for the 30 Hour 

Famine ,  Februar y 27-28, 2016! 

P l e a s e   v i s i t  h t t p : / /

stphilipnorwalk.weebly.com/ to register. All 

teens are encouraged to participate. 

 

 

 

• REACH—January 31— 

 Grades 1-6 meet at the 9:15 Mass  

           followed by class. 

 Grades 7-8 meet at the 6:00 Mass  

 followed by class. 

• Volunteers needed each week for REACH 

to function—sign up atM..  

      http://stjerome.ivolunteer.com/ 

• Up next——February 7th - 

 Grades K-6 meet at the 9:15 Mass  

           followed by class. 

 February 14—no classes 

 

 

SAFE ENVIRONMENTS 

******IMPORTANT ******  

All volunteers 18 and over must be in compliance 

with the diocesan mandate.     

P l e a s e  s e e  t h e  V I R T U S  w e b s i t e 

(www.virtusonline.org) click “registration”, click “view a 

list of sessions”, search ‘Bridgeport, CT (Diocese)”. 

Some training dates: 

The Catholic Center (Bridgeport) -  2/9 at 5:30 PM  

Greenwich Catholic School—2/19  at 10:00 am 

 

KEEP JESUS WARM!!  

Be on the lookout for 

scarves in trees and on 

poles around town. Why? 

Because there are home-

less people right here in 

Norwalk and the teenagers 

of St. Jerome want you and your friends to pay at-

tention to this incredible need. Donate your 

scarves, hats, gloves, jackets to the Norwalk 

Open Door Shelter on Merritt St. Drop them off at 

St. Jerome during the month of February!!   

You can also help raise awareness by tying a 

brightly colored scarf to the tree in front of your 

house with a note saying, “DONATE TO THE 

HOMELESS SHELTER!” 

 

PARISH PANCAKE  

BREAKFAST 

FEBRUARY 14TH  

Treat your Valentine to breakfast! 

Tickets are on sale after all the 

Masses this weekend for our par-

ish Pancake Breakfast in the 

church hall on Sunday, February 

14, Valentine's Day. Please buy your tickets in ad-

vance so we know how much food to purchase. 

Breakfast will be served from 8:45 to 11:00 AM in 

the church hall. Tickets are $8.00 for adults and 

FREE for children age 12 and younger. Come as a 

family and enjoy delicious pancakes, scrambled 

eggs, bacon, sausage, orange and apple juice, milk, 

chocolate milk, and tea and coffee.  

 

 

The 2016 Bellarmine Lecture 

“O Victorious General, Invincible in War: The Virgin 

Mary, the Church, and the State” 

Rev. Dr. Dorian Llywelyn, S.J.  

(Heythrop  Colllege, University of London ) 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016, 7:30 p.m. 

FAIRFIELD UNIVERSITY 

Dolan School of Business Dining Room  

Free & Open to the Public! 


