
St. Jerome Church 

23 Half Mile Road  Norwalk, CT 06851                                 203-847-5349 



SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  MAY 10, 2015 

 

 

SABBATH MASSES 

Saturday 4:00 PM E.S.T. & 4:30 PM D.S.T. 

Sunday  8:00 AM 

 9:15 AM  Young Childrenʼs Mass 

 11:00 AM   

 6:00 PM  Teen Mass 

 

DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

Vigil   7:00 PM  

Holy Day  9:00 AM, 7:00 PM 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon-Sat  9:00 AM 

 

HOW TO FIND US…… 

Parish Website:  

www.stjeromenorwalk.org 

 

Parish Email:  

norwalkstjerome@cs.com 

 

REACH email:   

reachstjerome@optonline.net 

 

Facebook: St. Jerome Norwalk 

 

Twitter:  @StJeromeNorwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Facebook:  

REACH St.Jerome 

 

REACH & TOTAL Twitter: 

@REACHstjerome 

PASTORAL STAFF 

203-847-5349 

Rev. David Blanchfield, Pastor 

Rev. Joseph Palacino, Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Michael Hoag, S.J., Sunday Assistant 

Deacon Dean Finch • 203-246-3501 

deacon.dean.finch@gmail.com 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

203-847-5349 

Mrs. Pat Florio, Secretary   

Office Hours, Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (REACH)   

203-846-2111 

Mrs. Kathy Coyne, DRE 

Mrs. Anne Groener 

Mrs. Natalie Raduazzo   

Mrs. Kathy Rohr 

Facebook (REACH St.Jerome)   

Twitter (@REACHstjerome) 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY (TOTAL) 

Joe and Daniela OʼCallaghan   

203-847-0321 

jocallaghan@optonline.net  

danielaoc@optonline.net 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

203-847-5349 

Mr. Donald Nelson   

Mrs. Joan McFarland   

 

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 

Dan Loch  • 203-846-3980 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Jerry Holdridge • 203-966-3658 

 

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

203-847-3881 

139 West Rocks Road 

Norwalk, CT 06851 

Mrs. Linda Dunn, Principal 

 

FAITH DIRECT—ONLINE GIVING 

866-507-8757 

Sign up online at www.faithdirect.net using our 

church code: CT46, or by mailing a paper 

enrollment form available in the parish office. 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. Jerome Parish, a 

Roman Catholic community, proclaim 

our belief in the message and mission of 

Jesus Christ.  As disciples of Jesus we are 

called to proclaim the Kingdom of God 

and to work for its values in the local 

community and beyond.  We are com-

mitted to:  worship, religious education, 

shared faith and service.  We welcome 

all people with respect, acceptance and 

support. 

Parish Staff 



Altar Flowers 

May 9/10—in memory of Alfred Canervari 

donated by his wife, Nilda. 

May 16/17—in memory of Ray Carrano donated 

by the DiCostanzo Family. 

Altar Flowers may be memorialized for a donation 

of $50.  Please call the Parish Office several 

months prior to your desired date. 

 

Adoration & Silent Prayer Every day 

between 4:00PM and 5:00PM.  

 

Contemplative Prayer Wednesday evening 

at 7:00 PM and Friday morning at 7:00 AM.  

Come spend some quiet time with the Lord. 

 

Widows’ Support Group 

Meets at 9:30AM on the first Thursday of the 

month in the Kevin Eidt Youth Room. 

 

Perpetual Novena  Our Lady of the 

Miraculous Medal takes place each Monday 

following morning Mass 

 

Rosary & Divine Mercy Prayers 

Monday through Saturday after daily Mass 

 

Baptisms Every fourth Sunday at 12:15.  

Please call the parish office to schedule.  

 

Required Pre-Baptism Please contact  

Deacon Dean Finch at 203-246-3501 to arrange. 

Class is required for the first child baptized at  

St. Jerome. 

 

Reconciliation  One hour before vigil on 

Saturday.  Also Anytime by appointment. 

 

Marriages  Please contact the Rectory at least 

six months in advance. 

 

Anointing of the Sick  takes place on the first 

Wednesday of each month, immediately following 

the 9:00 AM Mass,  in the sanctuary.  Anyone 

with an ongoing medical condition or who is 

seriously ill, anticipating a medical procedure or 

operation, is welcome to come. 

 

 

5/9 9:00 am Virginia Russotti 

   (Doriana Brancato) 

    

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:30 pm Howard & Verla Christensen 

   (Christensen family) 

    

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

5/10 8:00 am Rose Kirouac 

   (Fabian family) 

 9:15 am Carol Murone 

   (Richard & Annette Maiberger) 

         11:00 am Vincenzo Iannone, Jr. 

   (the Family) 

           6:00 pm         Angela Ferrone 

                                   

5/11  9:00 am  Anita Paterno 

   (Maureen Thresher) 

    

5/12 9:00 am Andy Davey 

   (Sheila & Tom Rietano)  

                           

5/13 9:00 am for all mothers 

VIGIL FOR THE ASCENSION  

 7:00pm Rose Marie Lepore 

 

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD   

5/14 9:00 am Sue Sulla 

 7:00 pm for the People 

    

5/15 9:00 am Joyce Moran 

   (Moran Family) 

    

5/16 9:00 am Jack Halloran 

   (Susan & Dennis Kaiser) 

    

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:30 pm Alfred Canevari 

   (wife, Nilda) 

    

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

5/17 8:00 am Elvira & Everett Watson 

    

 9:15 am Carmela Pitasi 

   (Chris & Helen Eidt) 

         11:00 am Sam & Susan Testa 

   (Michele & family) 

           6:00 pm         Will Clyne 

                                 (Rohr Family) 

MASS INTENTIONS 2015 & 2016 

****There are many available times for 

Mass intentions.  Please drop by or call the 

Parish Office. 



  

RANDOM THOUGHTS 

 

     Part of being Catholic is believing that the experience of God usually comes to us, not directly, 

but rather as mediated or coming in and through the immediate relationships in our lives. Accord-

ingly, if you explore the significant events in your life you will see the hand of God, if you have the 

eyes to see. When you look deeply at a story in your life and sense a deeper mystery in its midst, 

you have encountered the Lord and often the experience comes with a beginning change in our 

lives.  

     John Shea, whom I mentioned in the column two weeks ago, classifies religiously significant ex-

perience into three overlapping categories: 

“(1.) Mystery experiences that stress expanded consciousness;  

 (2.) Conversion experiences that stress change of mind, heart, and behavior and 

 (3.) Revelatory experiences that stress the communication of a message.” 

AN EXPERIENCE OF SPIRIT: SPIRITUALITY  AND STORY TELLING, pg 76 , (John Shea, 

Liguori Publications, ( 1983, 1996, 2004.) 

     So let me give you an example from my own life, a religiously significant story I have told be-

fore. Around the year 1977, I was teaching theology at a Catholic College in Erie, PA (having left 

the seminary years earlier after my third year of theology and before taking major orders). I had 

turned down sub diaconate because I had fallen in love. The young woman dumped me for an old 

boyfriend the summer I quit the seminary, and I had entered a new life as an academic. 

     On this particular night I invited a young woman with whom I was enchanted to dinner at a very 

nice restaurant. Since we both attended Mass daily, I suggested that before dinner we stop in at 

the ordinations to priesthood for the diocese of Erie. (I know, very strange behavior.) The two of us 

were in the very back row as the procession began. The organ swelled, the trumpets blew, literally 

(it was an ordination after all). First in line were the priests of the Diocese and at the end, right be-

fore the bishop, the seven men who were being ordained that evening. As they passed by, a pow-

erful warmth washed over me, I felt myself tearing up, and it was as if a voice said to me “You 

should be in that line.” I was shocked and quickly regained my composure and put it out of my 

mind. Only three years later would I follow up on that voice. But what happened that night was that 

I experienced the third type of religious experience mentioned above. I got a communication. It was 

real and came in a surprising way in the midst of life. 

     John Shea and I both think that everyone has religiously significant stories in our lives. At the 

9:15am Masses in June you will get to hear some of the stories of other people in the parish, and 

on Sunday June 21

st

 if you come to that Mass and would like the opportunity, a trained parishioner 

will sit down with you and help you to explore one of your stories. More to followC.. 

THIS WEEK AT  ST. JEROME…. 

 

 

 

     

    Sun., 5/10 Happy Mother’s Day 

    Mon., 5/11 Women’s Scripture & Prayer 9:30 AM 

      Women’s Guild 1:00 PM 

      Pastoral Council 7:30 PM 

    Tues., 5/12  

                    Wed., 5/13 Contemplative Prayer 7:00 PM 

      Women’s Scripture & Prayer 7:30 PM 

    Thurs.,5/14 REACH singers rehearsal 7:30 PM 

                                              Fri., 5/15  Contemplative Prayer 7:00 AM 

    Sat., 5/16 Men’s Ministry 7:00 AM 

       



   

WEEKLY OFFERTORY SUMMARY 

May 3, 2015         $5,204 

May offertory budget      $44,750 

As always, thank you for your continued generous 

support of our parish.    

 

FOOD DRIVE 

NEXT WEEKEND  

MAY 16/17 

Our monthly food drive will take place next 

weekend, May 16-17.  As we delight in 

moving towards our long-awaited Spring, 

let us remember our less fortunate neighbors whose 

struggle to feed their families persists every single 

day of the year.  The Social Concerns Committee 

will be selling these most-needed items after each 

Mass, for a $5.00 donation:  pasta, pasta sauce, 

mac and cheese, tuna, and hearty chicken 

soup.  These items will be added our drive.  Other 

items always needed by our Norwalk food pantries 

include:  beef ravioli, peanut butter, 18-oz. jars of 

jelly, dried beans.   Also, fresh produce is a special 

"bonus" -- oranges, apples, onions, potatoes, car-

rots.  On behalf of the families we help to feed, 

thank you very much for your generosity.  

 

PASTORAL COUNCIL  

ELECTIONS 

MAY 9/10  & MAY 16/17 

The following parishioners have 

accepted nomination to be candi-

dates for election to the St. 

Jerome Pastoral Council for 2015

-2017 term: Claire Budnik, Mary Ann Holowinko, 

Joe Jimenez, Jeff Kress, Lee Larcheveque, Saman-

tha Lusniak, Maureen McElaney, Len Mecca, Bob 

Olson, Carol Oustafine and Jess Yap. 

Resumes with photographs of the candidates 

are posted in the church hallway and also on a display 

board in the rear of the church.    You can vote for 

seven (7) candidates from the above list on ballots lo-

cated at all the bulletin stands in the church at all 

Masses during the above weekends.  All registered 

parish members may vote. Please circle a maximum of 

seven (7) names on the ballot form, sign the ballot for 

authentication, and place it in the green and gold 

boxes also located on the bulletin stands at the church 

exits.  

Those elected will be inducted into the Council 

with a special blessing of all Council members during 

all the Masses on the weekend of May 23-24. On June 

8th, all council members will be installed at the regular 

7:00 PM June meeting and officers will be elected for 

the coming council year. Please show your support 

and concern for St. Jerome Parish by VOTING in the 

election. 

The Catholic Academy of 

Bridgeport is located on 

four campuses in the city 

of Bridgeport, PreK-8 at St. Andrew Academy 

and St. Ann Academy, PreK-3 at Cathedral Acad-

emy lower school, St. Raphael and grades 4-8 at 

Cathedral Academy upper school- St. Augustine. 

Nearly 1,000 elementary school children benefit 

from the academic excellence, discipline and 

Catholic values that are imparted at the culturally, 

spiritually, and economically diverse environment. 

Students in Catholic Academy outscore the public 

schools in Bridgeport in reading and mathematics 

with all on or above grade level. Annual tuition is 

approximately $4,000 and 65% of families cannot 

pay the total tuition. The Board of Catholic Acad-

emy is required to raise over $1.5 million in aid 

annually which serves some of the lowest income 

families in the city and state of Connecticut. 

     Education is the gift of a lifetime. Gifts re-

stricted to the Annual Catholic Appeal enable in-

ner city youth to become faith-filled, industrious, 

responsible and well educated adults. Our society 

and the Church need these young people who 

will continue to foster the faith. 

 

The 20th Annual St. 

Jerome Raffle will take 

place on Saturday, June 

6th.  We need your sup-

port.  Please help the par-

ish by purchasing your raf-

fle tickets.  Proceeds from 

the raffle are essential to the St. Jerome operat-

ing budget.  We greatly appreciate all of your past 

support, but are still far away from our hoped-for 

goal.  Please buy your raffle ticket today!! 

Raffle tickets are available for purchase after all 

Masses this weekend and at the parish office dur-

ing office hours.  Tickets are $50.00 each.  The 

first prize is $12,000, second prize is $2,000, and 

third prize is $1,000.    The raffle picnic will take 

place on Saturday, June 6

th

, in the church hall 

beginning at 5:30 with the prize drawings is at 

7:00 pm.  All ticket holders and guest are wel-

come!  

 

TWEET OF THE WEEK @Pontifex 

“Amid so many problems, even grave, 

may we not lose our hope in the  

infinite mercy of God.”  

 

 



 

TOTAL NEWS 

 

 

The TOTAL team would like to invite next year’s 

9

th

 graders to our closing night of TOTAL on Sun-

day, May 17

th

 after the 6:00 mass. Come see 

what you can expect next year at TOTAL. We will 

have an ice cream social followed by some 

games, sharing from some of the teens, and 

prayer. We hope you’ll join us so we can wel-

come you and say goodbye to our seniors. 

 

  REACH NEWS 

 

 

 

• Today, May 10N..No 

Classes!  Happy Mother’s Day!!!  

• Next Sunday, May 17thN. 

      Last REACH of the year 

     Grades K-6 meet at the 9:15 Mass then class 

     Grade  7 meets in the evening 

     Grade 8 is invited to TOTAL—see invitation                                                   

      above! 

 

REACH REGISTRATION  

2015-2016  

• Registration materials were 

sent home with current grade 1-6 

students. Please check your 

child’s folder for the information. Early Bird 

pricing is effective through June 15th. All 

forms should be submitted now (with or with-

out payment) to qualify for that price break.  

• If you know of a new family or a family with a 

child entering kindergarten or 1st Grade, 

please have them contact us at 

reachstjerome@optonline.net or 203-846-

2111.  

 

 

WOMEN'S DAY OF REFLECTION "The Rosary of 

our Lives” with Amy Ekeh on Sat., May 30 at Saint 

Margaret Shrine, 2523 Park Ave., Bridgeport.  Begin 

the day with morning Mass at 8:15am, breakfast, then 

talks, discussions, meditations, and lunch.  The day 

will conclude at 2:30pm.  Cost $25pp; bring a rosary 

or one will be provided if you do not have one.  RSVP 

by Fri., May 22 to Gina Donnarummo at 203-416-

1446.  

 

The St. Jerome Women’s Guild 

will hold it’s monthly meeting on 

May 11th at 1:00 PM in the 

Church Hall.  All women are in-

vited to attend! 

SAFE ENVIRONMENTS   

All volunteers 18 and over 

must be in compliance 

with the diocesan mandate. We encourage our 

young families with young children to register for the 

“Protecting God’s Children” class.  It only takes 2.5 

hours and you leave with a wealth of information 

and a plan to protect your children and others.    

P l e a s e  s e e  t h e  V IRTUS  w e b s i t e 

(www.virtusonline.org) click “registration”, click 

“view a list of sessions”, search ‘Bridgeport, CT 

(Diocese)”. 

***For those that have taken the VIRTUS class 

more than 5 years ago, a re-certification is re-

quired via an online module.  In addition, a new 

background check is necessary.  This can be 

completed online as well.  If you have trouble 

logging into your account, please contact the 

REACH office at reachstjerome@optonline.net. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to our Parish 

children that received First Com-

munion yesterday. Please re-

member them in your prayers at 

this special time.  

WE WELCOME TO THE LORD’S TABLE%..  

Julia Andrade  Robert Berry 

Katie Brennan  Douglas Cahill 

William Butler  William Carmody 

Tyler Claudio   Michael Caruso 

Rylee Donohue  Brianna Cunningham 

Alexandra Dul  Grace Damato 

Brendan Flaherty  Kasey Droney 

Colin Kaiser   Emmett Kane 

Amber Makowski  Benjamin Lester 

Isabella Niedzwiecki Sean Mancini 

Mackenzie Northway Mia Mastronardi 

Nico Restrepo  Kelly O’Malley 

Matthew Rinaldi  Jacob Pickering 

Kathryn Romano  William Waters 

Massimo Ruffo 

John Welch 

 

DIOCESAN YOUTH CHOIR AUDITIONS  

C4Y, Choir for Youth, is open to all 

young adults in the Diocese of Bridge-

port 8th grade through high school sen-

ior as of September 2015.   Please reg-

ister to audition at eh website  

C4Ysings.com.  There are five audi-

tions around the diocese from May 18-

21.  The closest is on May 18th 4:30—

6 at Our Lady of Fatima Church.   


