
St. Jerome Church 

23 Half Mile Road  Norwalk, CT 06851                                 203-847-5349 



SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  MAY 17, 2015 

 

 

SABBATH MASSES 

Saturday 4:00 PM E.S.T. & 4:30 PM D.S.T. 

Sunday  8:00 AM 

 9:15 AM  Young Childrenʼs Mass 

 11:00 AM   

 6:00 PM  Teen Mass 

 

DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

Vigil   7:00 PM  

Holy Day  9:00 AM, 7:00 PM 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon-Sat  9:00 AM 

 

HOW TO FIND US…… 

Parish Website:  

www.stjeromenorwalk.org 

 

Parish Email:  

norwalkstjerome@cs.com 

 

REACH email:   

reachstjerome@optonline.net 

 

Facebook: St. Jerome Norwalk 

 

Twitter:  @StJeromeNorwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Facebook:  

REACH St.Jerome 

 

REACH & TOTAL Twitter: 

@REACHstjerome 

PASTORAL STAFF 

203-847-5349 

Rev. David Blanchfield, Pastor 

Rev. Joseph Palacino, Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Michael Hoag, S.J., Sunday Assistant 

Deacon Dean Finch • 203-246-3501 

deacon.dean.finch@gmail.com 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

203-847-5349 

Mrs. Pat Florio, Secretary   

Office Hours, Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (REACH)   

203-846-2111 

Mrs. Kathy Coyne, DRE 

Mrs. Anne Groener 

Mrs. Natalie Raduazzo   

Mrs. Kathy Rohr 

Facebook (REACH St.Jerome)   

Twitter (@REACHstjerome) 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY (TOTAL) 

Joe and Daniela OʼCallaghan   

203-847-0321 

jocallaghan@optonline.net  

danielaoc@optonline.net 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

203-847-5349 

Mr. Donald Nelson   

Mrs. Joan McFarland   

 

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 

Dan Loch  • 203-846-3980 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Jerry Holdridge • 203-966-3658 

 

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

203-847-3881 

139 West Rocks Road 

Norwalk, CT 06851 

Mrs. Linda Dunn, Principal 

 

FAITH DIRECT—ONLINE GIVING 

866-507-8757 

Sign up online at www.faithdirect.net using our 

church code: CT46, or by mailing a paper 

enrollment form available in the parish office. 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. Jerome Parish, a 

Roman Catholic community, proclaim 

our belief in the message and mission of 

Jesus Christ.  As disciples of Jesus we are 

called to proclaim the Kingdom of God 

and to work for its values in the local 

community and beyond.  We are com-

mitted to:  worship, religious education, 

shared faith and service.  We welcome 

all people with respect, acceptance and 

support. 

Parish Staff 



Altar Flowers 

May 16/17—in memory of Ray Carrano donated 

by the DiCostanzo Family. 

May 30/31—in memory of Fran Panagiotopoulos 

donated by her friends. 

Altar Flowers may be memorialized for a donation 

of $50.  Please call the Parish Office several 

months prior to your desired date. 

 

Adoration & Silent Prayer Every day 

between 4:00PM and 5:00PM.  

 

Contemplative Prayer Wednesday evening 

at 7:00 PM and Friday morning at 7:00 AM.  

Come spend some quiet time with the Lord. 

 

Widows’ Support Group 

Meets at 9:30AM on the first Thursday of the 

month in the Kevin Eidt Youth Room. 

 

Perpetual Novena  Our Lady of the 

Miraculous Medal takes place each Monday 

following morning Mass 

 

Rosary & Divine Mercy Prayers 

Monday through Saturday after daily Mass 

 

Baptisms Every fourth Sunday at 12:15.  

Please call the parish office to schedule.  

 

Required Pre-Baptism Please contact  

Deacon Dean Finch at 203-246-3501 to arrange. 

Class is required for the first child baptized at  

St. Jerome. 

 

Reconciliation  One hour before vigil on 

Saturday.  Also Anytime by appointment. 

 

Marriages  Please contact the Rectory at least 

six months in advance. 

 

Anointing of the Sick  takes place on the first 

Wednesday of each month, immediately following 

the 9:00 AM Mass,  in the sanctuary.  Anyone 

with an ongoing medical condition or who is 

seriously ill, anticipating a medical procedure or 

operation, is welcome to come. 

 

 

5/16 9:00 am Jack Halloran 

   (Susan & Dennis Kaiser) 

 

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:30 pm Alfred Canevari 

   (wife, Nilda) 

    

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

5/17 8:00 am Elvira & Everett Watson 

    

 9:15 am Carmela Pitasi 

   (Chris & Helen Eidt) 

         11:00 am Sam & Susan Testa 

   (Michele & family) 

           6:00 pm         Will Clyne 

                                 (Rohr Family) 

    

5/18 9:00 am Helen Pernicaro 

   (the Family)                         

    

5/19 9:00 am Alfred Canevari 

   (wife & family) 

 

5/20 9:00 am for the People 

  

5/21 9:00 am for REACH & TOTAL families 

       

5/22 9:00 am Steven Steiner 

   (Tom & Lorraine Larkin) 

 

5/23 9:00 am Charles Featherston 

   (wife, Phyllis) 

 

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:30 pm Wally & Ann Regan 

   (the Family) 

    

PENTECOST SUNDAY 

5/24 8:00 am Carmine & Margaret Troncone 

   (son, Mark)    

 9:15 am Felix Glica 

   (Chuba family) 

         11:00 am Mary & Fred Demarzo 

   (Lucille Correnty) 

           6:00 pm         Chris Groener  

                                          & Cory Whidden 

                                 (the Family) 

 

  

MASS INTENTIONS 2015 & 2016 

****There are many available times for 

Mass intentions.  Please drop by or call the 

Parish Office. 



  

RANDOM THOUGHTS 

 

     I have so much to talk about this week. First, on Saturday May 16

th

, Sr. Agnes Plavcan S.S.N.D. 

will be celebrating her 60

th

 jubilee as a School Sister of Notre Dame. This anniversary is a testament 

to fidelity, service, and love of the Lord. Sr. Agnes has been in charge of the liturgical environment 

here in the parish for many, many years. She brings with her a great creativity, a wonderful sense of 

beauty, and a deep desire to make our worship space as beautiful as it can be. People who come 

into our Church for the first time often remark on the warmth and peacefulness of our Church. Sr. 

Agnes deserves much of the credit. With our beautiful stained glass windows as a backdrop, Sr. 

Agnes accentuates the primary symbols: the altar, the ambo, the tabernacle, the Cross, and the Bap-

tismal font, (which is about to undergo a remodeling).  Sister is deeply committed to our parish, she 

loves the people, and we love her. On June 6th, she will renew her vows at our Saturday 4:30 Mass.   

     Secondly, remember that thanks to the great generosity of a long time parishioner, we have up to 

sixteen $1,500 scholarships to give to new or current students of All Saints School. We are especially 

looking for new students whose families will commit to weekly Mass attendance as well as involve-

ment in parish life. Scholarships may also be given to current students who meet the requirements. 

     Now, let’s get back to my ongoing comments on storytelling. Starting on May 31

st

, and for the next 

four Sundays, we will be doing an experiment at the 9:15am Sunday Mass. The purpose of the ex-

periment is to get people to look carefully at their lives to see if they have stories that when explored 

show hints of the Presence of God. We will start on May 31

st

 with a witness talk by Nicole Tobin 

about her relationship with God. The following week, Tom Larkin will give another talk about who the 

Lord is for him. Both talks will be designed to get congregants thinking about their own stories.  

     Then on June 14

th

, during homily time, Lee L’Archevesque and I will sit in the middle aisle and 

have a one on one conversation about one story from each of our lives. We will tell the story and indi-

cate where we saw the hand of God. The following week, June 21

st

, there will be a regular homily at 

that Mass, but if adults would be interested in trying what Lee and I did the week before, you will have 

a chance to go to the hall during homily time and have a one on one discussion with a parishioner 

trained both to listen to your story and to help you see the hand of the Lord. That parishioner will also 

tell you one of his or her stories. This process will be completely voluntary, but I am hoping many 

people will take advantage of it. So, if you want to be part of this experiment designed to deepen our 

personal relationship with God, come to the 9:15am Mass. It should be interesting! 

     Lastly, First Communion was wonderful last Saturday. My deep thanks to Kathy Coyne, Anne Gro-

ener, and all the religious education staff, all of whom worked so hard to make it such a beautiful day.  

 

 

THIS WEEK AT  ST. JEROME…. 

 

 

 

     

    Sun., 5/17 LAST CLASSES— REACH 1-6 after 9:15 Mass 

      LAST CLASSES—REACH 7-8 after 6:00 Mass 

      LAST TOTAL—after 6:00 Mass 

    Mon., 5/18 Women’s Scripture & Prayer 9:30 AM 

      Social Concerns CommitteeMeeting  

    Tues., 5/19  

                    Wed., 5/20 Contemplative Prayer 7:00 PM 

      Women’s Scripture & Prayer 7:30 PM 

    Thurs.,5/21 REACH singers rehearsal 7:30 PM 

                                              Fri., 5/22  Contemplative Prayer 7:00 AM 

    Sat., 5/23 Men’s Ministry 7:00 AM 

       



   

WEEKLY OFFERTORY SUMMARY 

May 10, 2015        $4,302 

Faith Direct for May      $20,275 

May total to date      $30,445 

May offertory budget      $44,750 

As always, thank you for your continued generous 

support of our parish.    

 

FOOD DRIVE 

THIS WEEKEND  

Our monthly food drive will take place this 

weekend.   The Social Concerns Commit-

tee will be selling the most-needed items 

after each Mass for a $5.00 donation. 

Items always needed by our Norwalk food 

pantries include:  beef ravioli, peanut butter, 18-oz. 

jars of jelly, dried beans.   Also, fresh produce is a 

special "bonus" -- oranges, apples, onions, potatoes, 

carrots.  On behalf of the families we help to feed, 

thank you very much for your generosity.  

 

PLASTIC BAGS NEEDED 

If you have been saving your plastic bags 

from shopping, we have a place where 

they can be put to good use again:  Per-

son To Person food pantry. 

Bring your usable, clean plastic bags to 

St Jerome and place them in the large cardboard box 

located behind the red curtained alcove near the rear 

hallway entrance.  We take them to Person To Person 

for our clients to bring home their food items. This is an 

on-going project and we are always in need. 

 

PASTORAL COUNCIL  

ELECTIONS 

This is the last weekend, May 16-

17, of our pastoral council elec-

tions. The following parishioners 

have accepted nomination to be 

candidates for election to the St. 

Jerome Pastoral Council for the 2015-2017 term: 

Claire Budnik, Mary Ann Holowinko,  Jeff Kress, 

Lee Larcheveque, Samantha Lusniak, Maureen 

McElaney, Len Mecca, Bob Olson, Carol Oustafine 

and Jess Yap. 

Resumes with photographs of the candidates are 

posted. You can vote for seven (7) candidates from 

the above list. Ballot forms are located in folders hang-

ing from the bulletin stands at all the church exits. Vot-

ing ends after the 6:00 PM Mass this Sunday. All regis-

tered parish members may vote. Please circle a maxi-

mum of seven (7) names on the ballot form, sign the 

ballot for authentication, and place it in the green and 

gold boxes also located on the bulletin stands.  Those 

elected will be inducted into the Council with a special 

blessing during all the Masses on the weekend of May 

23-24.  

The banns of marriage are an-

nounced between:  

      Clorinda Iacono  

               & Giovanni Argentari 

 

Since its founding in 1999, 

St. Catherine Academy has 

been committed to providing 

the highest quality multi-

disciplinary education program to students from all 

backgrounds and faiths who are impacted with au-

tism, intellectual and developmental disabilities. Last 

year this essential ministry became the St. Catherine 

Center for Special Needs to centralize pastoral and 

educational support for individuals with disabilities. 

This new center will bring together services previously 

provided by the Ministry for People with Disabilities of 

the Office of Pastoral Services, a new Inclusive Sup-

port program for Catholic schools, St. Catherine’s 

Academy, the Special Education School of the Dio-

cese of Bridgeport and the newly approved Day Ser-

vice Program for adults with disabilities. Giving to the 

Annual Catholic Appeal will ensure that this life 

changing organization will continue to provide a pro-

vide quality education, and a living faith for children 

and adults with special needs. The same Jesus who 

heard the cry for recognition from people with disabili-

ties in Judea and Samaria 2000 years ago calls us, 

His followers, to embrace our responsibilities to our 

own brothers and sisters with disabilities. (Pastoral 

Statement of the U.S. Catholic Bishops, 1989)  

The 20th Annual St. 

Jerome Raffle will take 

place on Saturday, June 

6th.  We need your sup-

port.  Please help the par-

ish by purchasing your raf-

fle tickets.  Proceeds from 

the raffle are essential to the St. Jerome operat-

ing budget.  We greatly appreciate all of your past 

support, but are still far away from our hoped-for 

goal.  Please buy your raffle ticket today!! 

Raffle tickets are available for purchase after all 

Masses this weekend and at the parish office dur-

ing office hours.  Tickets are $50.00 each.  The 

first prize is $12,000, second prize is $2,000, and 

third prize is $1,000.    The raffle picnic will take 

place on Saturday, June 6

th

, in the church hall 

beginning at 5:30 with the prize drawings is at 

7:00 pm.  All ticket holders and guest are wel-

come!  

 

TWEET OF THE WEEK @Pontifex 

“Let us learn to live with kindness, to love 

everyone, even when they do not love us.” 



 

TOTAL NEWS 

 

 

Tonight is the last night of TOTAL. We hope all 

our TOTAL teens will join us after the 6:00 

mass for an ice cream social to say “Goodbye” to 

our seniors and “Hello” to next year’s freshmen. 

We have had a wonderful year at TOTAL and 

have truly enjoyed talking, singing, laughing and 

praying with your teens. We wish you a happy 

and safe summer and can’t wait until opening 

night next year.  

   

REACH NEWS 

 

 

 

Today,  May 17thL. 

      Last REACH of the year 

     Grades K-6 meet at the 9:15 Mass then class 

     Grade  7 meets in the evening 

     Grade 8 is invited to TOTAL—see invitation                                                   

      above! 

 

REACH REGISTRATION  

2015-2016  

• Registration materials have 

been sent home with current 

grade 1-6 students. Please check 

your child’s folder or mail  for the information. 

Early Bird pricing is effective through June 

15th. All forms should be submitted now (with 

or without payment) to qualify for that price 

break.  

• If you know of a new family or a family 

with a child entering kindergarten or 1st 

Grade, please have them contact us at 

reachstjerome@optonline.net  

 

WOMEN'S DAY OF REFLECTION "The Rosary of 

our Lives” with Amy Ekeh on Sat., May 30 at Saint 

Margaret Shrine, 2523 Park Ave., Bridgeport.  Begin 

the day with morning Mass at 8:15am, breakfast, then 

talks, discussions, meditations, and lunch.  The day 

will conclude at 2:30pm.  Cost $25pp; bring a rosary 

or one will be provided if you do not have one.  RSVP 

by Fri., May 22 to Gina Donnarummo at 203-416-

1446.  

 

All Saints Catholic School/ 

St. Jerome Scholarship Applica-

tions are now available in the Parish 

Office.  Any current or prospective 

family is invited to apply.  All Applica-

tions are due by June 10

th

.  

SAFE ENVIRONMENTS   

All volunteers 18 and over 

must be in compliance 

with the diocesan mandate. We encourage our 

young families with young children to register for the 

“Protecting God’s Children” class.  It only takes 2.5 

hours and you leave with a wealth of information 

and a plan to protect your children and others.    

P l e a s e  s e e  t h e  V IRTUS  w e b s i t e 

(www.virtusonline.org) click “registration”, click 

“view a list of sessions”, search ‘Bridgeport, CT 

(Diocese)”. 

***For those that have taken the VIRTUS class 

more than 5 years ago, a re-certification is re-

quired via an online module.  In addition, a new 

background check is necessary.  This can be 

completed online as well.  If you have trouble 

logging into your account, please contact the 

REACH office at reachstjerome@optonline.net. 

 

DIOCESAN YOUTH CHOIR 

AUDITIONS  

C4Y, Choir for Youth, is open to all 

young adults in the Diocese of Bridge-

port 8th grade through high school sen-

ior as of September 2015.   Please reg-

ister to audition at eh website  

C4Ysings.com.  There are five auditions around the 

diocese from May 18-21.  The closest is on May 18th 

4:30—6 at Our Lady of Fatima Church.   

 

 MANY THANKS!!!!! 

It takes a village! We are so for-

tunate here at St. Jerome to 

have such wonderful ‘villagers’. 

Among those who helped make 

our First Communion Mass and 

Celebration such a special event are:  

Fr. Dave and Fr. Joe, Donna Santorella, Betty 

Agostino, Peggy Whitney, Helen Eidt, Anne Gro-

ener,  Woody & Theresa Wood, Dulvi Gaudio, 

Gail MacLean, Judy Darragh, Maritza Dyer, Dan 

& Carla Fritz, Rhianna Gilbertson, Spencer 

Flaherty, Luca Piacenza,  Sister Agnes, Natalie 

Raduazzo, Kathy Rohr, Scott and Andriy (of AP 

Video), Jack O’Melia, and our second grade 

teachers – Jennifer Romano, Yvonne Marchese 

Flaherty, Kim Damato, Megan Kane, Lisa Mastro-

nardi.  

If someone has been left out, please forgive me. 

It was not intentional. Thanks for all contributions 

of your time and talent.  

xoxo Kathy Coyne 


