
 

Please like our Facebook page (@stjeromenorwalk)
for the most current info, videos, and events.  If you
are not on Facebook, you can find these events on
our YouTube channel shortly after they are
completed 
(St. Jerome Norwalk).
Our live stream schedule is as follows:
Monday - Wednesday - Friday:

Holy Mass 9:30 AM
Tuesday & Thursday: Reflection 9:30 AM 
Sunday:  Holy Mass 11:00 AM 
Church is open for private prayer every
day 9-5.

 Online Giving or 

donations by Mail
 We encourage everyone to  sign
up at  www.faithdirect.net  using
our church code CT46 or, if you
prefer, to call  1-866-507-8757. 
If you prefer to keep using
envelopes, please mail those to
the office.  
Please help us keep St. Jerome
afloat during these trying
times!!

From the open heart
of the Crucified one,

God’s love reaches
each one of us. Let us
allow His gaze to rest

on us. We will
understand that we

are not alone, but
loved, for the Lord

does not abandon us
and He never, ever

forgets us.
#GeneralAudience

ST. JEROME "new" LIVE SCHEDULE

Fr. Rojin's EASTER Wit & Wisdom...
Easter  is a much-awaited and essential festival for the Christian community; it is the Resurrection Day of Jesus
Christ. However, this year we celebrate Easter with an unprecedented experience. There is much pain involved in
this year’s celebration of Easter. I happened to see a compelling story online. The late Catholic Archbishop of
Hartford, John Whealon, (d. August 2, 1991)., had undergone cancer surgery resulting in a permanent colostomy
when he wrote these very personal words in one of his last Easter messages: “I am now a member of an
association of people who have been wounded by cancer.  That association has as its symbol the phoenix, a bird
of Egyptian mythology. The Greek poet Hesiod, who lived eight centuries before Jesus was born, wrote about this
legendary bird in his poetry.  When the bird felt its death was near (every 500 to 1,461 years), it would fly off to
Phoenicia, build a nest of aromatic wood, and set itself on fire.   When the flames consumed the bird, a new
phoenix sprang forth from the ashes.  Thus, the phoenix symbolizes immortality, resurrection, and life after death. 
It sums up the Easter message perfectly. 
In the words of the Catechism of the Catholic Church: “The Resurrection of Jesus is the crowning truth of our Faith
in Christ, a faith believed and lived as the central truth by the first Christian community; handed on as fundamental
by Tradition; established by the documents of the New Testament, and preached as an essential part of the
Paschal mystery along with the cross…” (CCC # 638). Yes, the celebration of Easter is a significant part of our
faith, tradition, and liturgy. It has a tremendous influence on our spiritual life as followers of Christ. This year, we
celebrate Easter with ‘hope.’ A hope that soon we will overcome the pandemic. A resurrection from the tomb
experience (stay home encounter) will soon happen. Let us be grateful to all people who are helping the
resurrection happen sooner. May our resurrected Lord Jesus help us to overcome our difficulties. 
Wishing you a blessed Easter! 
Yours Lovingly – Fr. Rojin
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We are checking our email regularly, so if you have a need, please reach out.  The office is currently
closed and will remain so until further notice.  Emergencies continue to be answered by Fr. Rojin.

SEWING BRIGADE
 

Help make face masks for those in need!   
Need the pattern? Are you a Parishioner in need? Can you help sew? 

Contact Barbara Bagnato (barbara.bagnato@gmail.com).

We get to see our priests with our

facebook live posts, but they

haven't seen us in awhile.  On Friday

night we started asking for family

photos on facebook so we could

place them in the pews.  If you

would like to share a photo of your

family, we can print them out and

fill the church (if you have a

particular pew - please specify & we

will do our best!!). 

Please email your photo to

reach@stjeromenorwalk.org.

Put your family in a pew!!!

Outdoor Stations of the Cross

Our Outdoor Stations of the Cross are open 
each day from 9-5 for individual prayer.  

Please maintain social distance!



Person-to-Person
76 S. Main St.
P.O. Box 465

Norwalk, CT  06854

FOOD DONATIONS IN HARD TIMES       
- accepted in the church hallway 9-5 daily

If you have non-perishable food you are not using, with correct expiration dates, please consider dropping it off
to the church hallway during the hours of 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.  Volunteers will pick up the food and drive it to Person-
to-Person's food pantry in South Norwalk.

Another way to support our food pantries right now is to send a donation.  Listed below are the addresses
where you may send a check.  Remember no donation is too small.

SAUGATUCK SWEETS Owner 
Al DiGuido (of Al's Angels), 
a St. Matthew's parishioner, 

has offered this fundraiser to help
during these hard times.  

Please remember to use our code for
the rest of the year and we receive

15% of your purchase!!

Mid-Fairfield AIDS Project Food Pantry
618 West Ave., 2nd Floor

Norwalk, CT  06850

The Open Door Shelter Food Pantry
4 Merritt St.

Norwalk, CT  06854

Thank you to Giant Laundry!!
They will be laundering & dry cleaning all of our altar server & priests vestments/linens this coming week.  

Owners Jim & Elaine Evans, our parishioners, have graciously donated these services to keep us looking good!!



Doctors and nurses and technicians will care for the sick and dying 
Orderlies will clean rooms and push hospital beds 
Funeral directors will prepare the dead for burial 
Police, and fire, and paramedics will answer the call 
Grocery store employees will keep the shelves stocked 
Pharmacists and their staff will supply your medication 
Mayors and Governors and Legislators will plan and keep us informed 
Artists and not just the famous ones will sing and dance and show their art 
Priests and Pastors and Rabbis and Imams will help us to pray 
Teachers will keep teaching the young even as many care for their own young  
Therapists will listen and help and listen more 
Drivers will keep the supply moving 
Scientists will work hard to stop this plague 
Mothers will work hard to keep their family fed and entertained  
Fathers will help 
Health care workers will care for the elderly, the sick and the dying 

Weekly Reflection by Joe O'Callaghan Jr.                                                                                            Ubi Caritas 

On Wednesday of the Holy Week I was talking with a friend who is Jewish and she was telling me about the virtual Passover
Seder her family was planning for last night and tonight. She mentioned that this Passover felt different, more real, as if the
story of God saving his people all those years ago and her remembrance, albeit virtual, were really important. 
I teased her as I remembered one of the questions the youngest person at the Seder asks, “why is this night different from all
other nights?” We said goodbye, I wished her a happy Passover and went about my afternoon here at home. Later that day I
saw a New Yorker cartoon of a Grandma and Grandpa looking at their family over Zoom and the question was asked again:
“Why is this night different from all other nights?” In most religious traditions there are times, places, and practices that set
aside the moment and create what the Irish call a “thin time”, a  holy time where we stop from our normal day to day and ask,
“why is this different?” 
In my own tradition, today is the feast of Holy Thursday where Christians stop and remember that Jesus, at his last supper,
(don’t forget that he was sharing a passover seder meal) got up from the table, took the place of the servant and washed the
feet of his friends. While to our modern ears that might seem strange or even gross, in Jesus’s time and place people often
wore sandals and had dusty feet. When they arrived at a house the hospitable thing would be to wash their feet. Jesus goes
around washing his friends feet and they are astonished. Peter even protests and says no but Jesus tells him this is what
must be done.  
When he is done he sits back down and says to them:  “Do you realize what I have done for you? You call me ‘teacher’ and
‘master,’  and rightly so, for indeed I am. If I, therefore, the master and teacher, have washed your feet, you ought to wash
one another’s feet. I have given you a model to follow, so that as I have done for you, you should also do.” John 13:12-15 “If I
the master have washed your feet, so you must also do.”  
So there you have it. We must wash each other's feet. All of my life I have attended the Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper
on Holy Thursday evening and have watched as my community of faith, like so many others around the world, reenacts this
commandment of Jesus. People come up two by two, in family groups, or alone, sit down, take off their shoes and wash each
other's feet. It is a moving ritual that tonight all around the world will not happen. 
Today I have felt a sadness about the loss of this ritual. But as I sat down to think about this reflection I remembered that this
night is different from all others. Tonight all around the world: 

Love will be everywhere today as the nurse wipes the forehead, the cook brings the meal, the father plays basketball in the
driveway and the granddaughter visits her grandfather through the widow. Love will be everywhere today as the nurse holds
the hand so no one dies alone, the doctor calls the next of kin to tell them their loved one has died. In all of the selfless care
and concern so many are giving in this incredibly hard time, Love is everywhere!  

Continued on next page



Continued from page 4
Love is in all of us as we discover that this night is indeed different than all other nights. Love will be everywhere as we
discover like never before that we belong to each other and wash each other's feet! Ubi Caritas-Where love is! 
On Holy Saturday night we will light the new fire, light the candle, and enter the darkened church. The priest will chant
“Light of Christ” and in normal times the congregation will respond “Thanks Be to God.” Jesus the light of the world will
break the chains of death and the light will shine again. 
There is a poem I love called 'Roll Back the Stone', what strikes me about the poem is that in each stanza the poet tells us
to roll back the stone almost implying that we, the people of God, must do the work of resurrection each day. 2000 years
ago Jesus rose from the dead and freed us all. Today, 2000 years later you and I are asked to keep that resurrection going
by loving everyone as Jesus did. This year, especially, we are collectively rolling back the stone so that Easter will shine
again in our lives! May this Easter be a blessing for you even in the midst of this terrible suffering. 
 

Roll Back the Stone by Janet Morley 
 

When we are all despairing;
when the world is full of grief;
when we see no way ahead,

and hope has gone away:
Roll back the stone. 

 
Although we fear change;
although we are not ready;
although we’d rather weep 

and run away:
Roll back the stone. 

 
Because we’re coming with the women;
because we hope where hope is vain;

because you call us from the grave
and show the way;

Roll back the stone. Amen


