
 

Please like our Facebook page
(@stjeromenorwalk) for the most current info,
videos, and events.  If you are not on
Facebook, you can find these events on our
YouTube channel shortly after they are
completed (St. Jerome Norwalk). Our live
stream schedule is as follows:
 

Monday - Wednesday - Friday:
Holy Mass 9:30 AM

Tuesday & Thursday: 
                                   Reflection 9:30 AM 
Sunday: 11:00 AM Mass  
               Car Mass Time  TBD

Car Mass is RESERVATION ONLY

ST.  JEROME   SCHEDULE THIS WEEK Online Giving or 

donations by Mail
 We encourage everyone to 
 sign up
at www.faithdirect.net using our
church code CT46 or, if you
prefer, to call  1-866-507-8757. 
If you prefer to keep using
envelopes, please mail those to
the office.  
Thank You for helping us
keep St. Jerome afloat during
these trying times!!

This life is the gift
that God has given
us. It is too short to

be spent in sadness.
Let us praise God,
content simply to

exist. We are
children of the great

King, capable of
reading His

signature in all
Creation.

#LaudatoSi5

UNDER THE SCOPE
S T .  J E ROME  NOW

May 24,  2020

Fr. Rojin's Wit & Wisdom...
It is unbelievable that I have completed one year as pastor at St. Jerome!
Well, what a year to begin with. It seems like half of the year will be dismayed
under the dramatic situation of COVID. However, we had a blessed year with
lots of blessings from God. I am so pleased to work with my beloved office
staff and Fr. Dave who help me enormously, our parish council and finance
council who guide our parish with such care and love. Above all, I am
fortunate to be with all of you. You provide me incredible support everyday
while understanding and forgiving my human weaknesses. I sincerely thank
you for all your kindness, love, and support.  
 

We started our outdoor Masses on Ascension Thursday. It was a great
pleasure to see our parishioners attending the Mass sitting in their cars. We
live-streamed the outdoor Mass, and I hope that our sound quality can be
improved after we receive the FM transmitter. Our next Mass is on Sunday at 9
am. After that, we will update the future schedule of the outdoor Masses. Next
week we will celebrate Pentecost. As we prepare for Pentecost, let us continue
to seek the blessings of the Holy Spirit, who is our advocate, consoler, and
counselor. 
Yours Lovingly – Fr. Rojin



Years ago when my children were still little, Daniela and I took them to Vermont to visit my sister
Cathy and her family. One day we all went kayaking on the Connecticut river and I was in the
boat with my oldest son boy Michael. He couldn’t have been more than 8 years old. We set out in
our boat with all the appropriate safety gear and paddled in a very calm and safe inlet on the
river.
 

At one point we realized that on the other side of the river was New Hampshire, and we decided
we should visit! So we paddled safely across a very calm stretch of the Connecticut River, and
when we got to the other side we stepped out of the boat so we could step into New Hampshire.
As soon as we stepped out we both sunk into very thick and deep river mud. I immediately tried
pulling Michael out, but I was having trouble getting my own bearings. Finally I got my feet free
and onto solid ground and pulled him to safety with one less sneaker!
 

It was as you can imagine a very scary moment where I felt frightened, anxious, inadequate,
and stupid. Did I just put my little boy and myself in grave danger? How could I have done such
a thing?
 

Sometimes I wonder about that feeling of being stuck in the mud, trapped, unable to pull oneself
to freedom. Why does that happen to us? Why do I find myself feeling like I am stuck in the mud
so much and where the heck is God??
 

I guess that is the question that arises for me today: where is God while we are stuck here in the
coronavirus mud? I guess the easy answer is that God is right here always with us. So my next
question is why don’t I feel God?
 

Books have been written on the subject but for me, at least today, it is a matter of trust. Jesus
tells us that he is always with us even at the worst moments, and he tells us that we must be his
hands, feet, and heart for each other. It is a matter of trust and work.
 

What does trusting God really look like in the life of Joe O'Callaghan? I wonder if I confuse
trusting in myself and my own agency with trusting God? Up until now have I trusted God to help
me get the job (me), buy the house (me), have a nice life (me,me,me)? Since most of that has
happened has my trust in God been superficial? You do good things for me and I will keep
trusting you?
 

Maybe the spiritual work that we are being called to at this moment is to a deeper trust. A trust
that God is with us even if things are horrible, difficult, or feel like they are out of our control.
God is with us even when we feel like God is gone from our lives. Maybe we are called to a
deeper faith in the God of presence instead of the God of happiness/safety/control/prosperity. I
don’t know? I am not there yet, but maybe that is the spiritual task of the moment. Couple that
task with the call to be a worker in God’s vineyard, and maybe I will grow deeper in love with the
God of love!
 

So when I am stuck in the mud I will remind myself to trust, even if I don't feel it, and to work
harder at pulling myself and others out of the mud, even if they are missing a shoe! Oh yeah that
gives me a chance to wash their feet!!!
 

Be well and trust in the slow work of God!!!

Weekly Reflection by Joe O'Callaghan Jr.                                                                                Stuck in the Mud



What you need to know about 
CAR MASS!!!

Reservation Only
Please use the links in the email to read the
Diocesan Rules.  Your sign up constitutes your
agreement.
Sign-ups available in this email are the 7:00 PM
Ascension Thursday Mass and the Sunday, 5/24,
9:00 AM Mass.  

 No music at this time for Car Mass.
 Masks must be worn by everyone.
 No one may leave the car except when instructed.
 Restrooms will  NOT be open.
 Follow all instruction given by parking attendants.
 Please arrive early to park as assigned by the attendants (proper
spacing).
 Rules for Communion:

 Please wait until your row is called for all members receiveing
communion to exit the vehicle and stand on the passenger side
of the car.  (Handicapped must seated near a passenger side
door if they cannot exit the car for communion.)
 The Celebrant will come to each car.
 Masks must remain on.
 Everyone must use hand sanitzer before exiting the car.
 Receive in hand only.
 Faithful receives host - once priest has moved to next person,
removes side of mask for immediate consumption and
replaces mask.
 Return to car immediately following.

Offertory donations will be accepted as you exit the parking lot.
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Car Mass Requirements

** Please note that our FM transmitter will not be here for the first few Masses.  You will
need your smartphone & facebook to hear Mass at this time.  



Thank You for the Donations!!!

Thank you to everyone that turned out on the dreary Saturday of a holiday
weekend.  The generosity of our parish family is amazing!  The folks at
Room to Grow Preschool will get a wonderful delivery on Wednesday!
 

If you were unable to make it to the event, but would like to contribute, we
will be accepting food/diaper donations to the church hallway until Tuesday
evening.  Any monetary donations can be made out to "ROOM TO GROW
PRESCHOOL" and slid under the office door through Tuesday evening. 
 

Thanks to our terrific crew of 'car runners' - Dina Howe, Jimmy Howe, Matt
Rohr, Aly Furgiuele, and Kathy Rohr.

Let's shout out our 
Class of 2020!!!  

If your child is a member of the
class of 2020, send us an email

with their name, school, & plans.  
We would like to 

celebrate them in the 
next few newsletters!!



Parishioner Masks

We are checking our email regularly, so if you have a need, please reach
out.  The office is currently closed and will remain so until further notice. 

 Emergencies continue to be answered by Fr. Rojin.

If any parishioner is in need of a mask please
send an email to reach@stjeromenorwalk.org.  
Include your name, address and phone.  We will
let our sewing team know.  We will contact you
when it is ready!

How is St. Jerome Doing?
Our budget for the month of May is $35,871. 

Total received for May (through 5/18) is $30,388. 
 

Thank you so much for helping to keep the parish running
during this unprecedented time.  We realize you are
making a sacrifice.  We pray for you all daily.

This Memorial Day, 

let us remember all 

those that have sacrificed

for our freedoms.  

God bless them and 

God bless the USA.



Please support those that support us!!!




