
St. Jerome Church 

23 Half Mile Road  Norwalk, CT 06851                                 203-847-5349 



THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER  APRIL 19, 2015 

 

 

SABBATH MASSES 

Saturday 4:00 PM E.S.T. & 4:30 PM D.S.T. 

Sunday  8:00 AM 

 9:15 AM  Young Childrenʼs Mass 

 11:00 AM   

 6:00 PM  Teen Mass 

 

DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

Vigil   7:00 PM  

Holy Day  9:00 AM, 7:00 PM 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon-Sat  9:00 AM 

 

HOW TO FIND US…… 

Parish Website:  

www.stjeromenorwalk.org 

 

Parish Email:  

norwalkstjerome@cs.com 

 

REACH email:   

reachstjerome@optonline.net 

 

Facebook: St. Jerome Norwalk 

 

Twitter:  @StJeromeNorwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Facebook:  

REACH St.Jerome 

 

REACH & TOTAL Twitter: 

@REACHstjerome 

PASTORAL STAFF 

203-847-5349 

Rev. David Blanchfield, Pastor 

Rev. Joseph Palacino, Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Michael Hoag, S.J., Sunday Assistant 

Deacon Dean Finch • 203-246-3501 

deacon.dean.finch@gmail.com 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

203-847-5349 

Mrs. Pat Florio, Secretary   

Office Hours, Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (REACH)   

203-846-2111 

Mrs. Kathy Coyne, DRE 

Mrs. Anne Groener 

Mrs. Natalie Raduazzo   

Mrs. Kathy Rohr 

Facebook (REACH St.Jerome)   

Twitter (@REACHstjerome) 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY (TOTAL) 

Joe and Daniela OʼCallaghan   

203-847-0321 

jocallaghan@optonline.net  

danielaoc@optonline.net 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

203-847-5349 

Mr. Donald Nelson   

Mrs. Joan McFarland   

 

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 

Dan Loch  • 203-846-3980 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Jerry Holdridge • 203-966-3658 

 

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

203-847-3881 

139 West Rocks Road 

Norwalk, CT 06851 

Mrs. Linda Dunn, Principal 

 

FAITH DIRECT—ONLINE GIVING 

866-507-8757 

Sign up online at www.faithdirect.net using our 

church code: CT46, or by mailing a paper 

enrollment form available in the parish office. 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. Jerome Parish, a 

Roman Catholic community, proclaim 

our belief in the message and mission of 

Jesus Christ.  As disciples of Jesus we are 

called to proclaim the Kingdom of God 

and to work for its values in the local 

community and beyond.  We are com-

mitted to:  worship, religious education, 

shared faith and service.  We welcome 

all people with respect, acceptance and 

support. 

Parish Staff 



Altar Flowers 

The Altar Flowers for this weekend are in memory 

of Marie Campbell given by the DiCostanzo 

family. 

Altar Flowers may be memorialized for a donation 

of $50.  Please call the Parish Office several 

months prior to your desired date. 

 

Adoration & Silent Prayer Every day 

between 4:00PM and 5:00PM.  

 

Contemplative Prayer Wednesday evening 

at 7:00 PM and Friday morning at 7:00 AM.  

Come spend some quiet time with the Lord. 

 

Widows’ Support Group 

Meets at 9:30AM on the first Thursday of the 

month in the Kevin Eidt Youth Room. 

 

Perpetual Novena  Our Lady of the 

Miraculous Medal takes place each Monday 

following morning Mass 

 

Rosary & Divine Mercy Prayers 

Monday through Saturday after daily Mass 

 

Baptisms Every fourth Sunday at 12:15.  

Please call the parish office to schedule.  

 

Required Pre-Baptism Please contact  

Deacon Dean Finch at 203-246-3501 to arrange. 

Class is required for the first child baptized at  

St. Jerome. 

 

Reconciliation  One hour before vigil on 

Saturday.  Also Anytime by appointment. 

 

Marriages  Please contact the Rectory at least 

six months in advance. 

 

Anointing of the Sick  takes place on the first 

Wednesday of each month, immediately following 

the 9:00 AM Mass,  in the sanctuary.  Anyone 

with an ongoing medical condition or who is 

seriously ill, anticipating a medical procedure or 

operation, is welcome to come. 

 

 

4/18 9:00 am Carmina Antunes 

   (the Family) 

 

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:30 pm Geraldine Munce 

   (Agnes Conover) 

 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

4/19 8:00 am Eugene Fitzgerald 

   (Ebie & AJ Milton) 

 9:15 am Felix Glica 

   (Chuba Family) 

         11:00 am Alice Bittner 

   (Phil & Pat Florio) 

           6:00 pm        Angela Ferrone 

 

4/20 9:00 am  Richard Bartolot 

   (Women’s Scripture Group) 

    

4/21 9:00 am Lorraine Vassallo 

   (Theresa Fritz)   

                            

4/22 9:00 am Josephine Baccanfuso 

                                (Gaal family) 

    

4/23 9:00 am for Deceased Children 

    

4/24 9:00 am Irene Eula 

   (Daughter, Pat) 

    

4/25 9:00 am for our deployed troops 

    

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:30 pm Lois Saviano 

    

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

4/26 8:00 am Rose Kirouac 

   (Fabian family) 

 9:15 am Elaine & Mark Harris & family 

   (Lee & Maria Pino) 

         11:00 am Giacomo Florio 

   (Ursula DiMeglio) 

           6:00 pm         William Clyne 

                                 (Bergamasco family) 

                                  

MASS INTENTIONS 2015 

****There are many available times for 

Mass intentions.  Please drop by or call the 

Parish Office. 



  

RANDOM THOUGHTS 

 

     I am writing this on Monday April 13

th

, the Monday of the second week of Easter. Remember that 

we celebrate Easter for fifty days all the way to Pentecost Sunday, which this year is May 24

th

. In 

most parishes, including our own, we rightly make the Triduum so important that we run out of steam 

to celebrate the fifty days. For us the highlight is always First Communion that we celebrate on the 

Saturday of Mother’s Day weekend. 

     The Triduum was wonderful this year as always. I thought we had the biggest crowd ever at both 

the Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Supper and at the lighting of the fire and the Liturgy of the 

Word at the Easter Vigil. Our 3pm celebration of the Passion of the Lord and Adoration of the Cross 

also made the front page of the HOUR. Most importantly, the central symbol at each Liturgy took 

center stage. On Holy Thursday, it was the washing of the feet where anyone could wash feet. On 

Good Friday, it was the Adoration of the Cross and the dramatic reading of the Passion from John; at 

The Easter Vigil it was lighting and blessing the Easter Candle, as well as hearing the story of our 

faith proclaimed in the Scriptures.  

     One woman from another parish, who attended both the Holy Thursday liturgy and the Fourteen 

Steps on Good Friday night, marveled at what we are able to do in our parish. Humbly, I agreed with 

her.  

     Once again the miracle of the Fourteen Steps occurred. This year practice time was limited due 

to weather, but as always it came together at rehearsal on Palm Sunday night and the teens touched 

many hearts as they portrayed that first Good Friday and its great cost to Jesus. I am so grateful to 

the many adults in the parish who helped this prayer happen. Our TOTAL team, led by Joe and 

Daniela O’Callaghan, as well as the production team, and the musicians, led by the director Joan 

McFarland, created a prayer experience with our teens at the center. It was impressive. 

     Finally, all throughout Lent and continuing into Easter, Fr. Joe and I have been visited by angels 

three nights a week. You see, many members of the parish have been preparing meals for Fr. Joe 

and I. When Fr. Mike lived here, three or four nights a week, he would prepare a wonderful dinner. 

After he moved to become superior of the Jesuit Retreat House in Cornwall, New York, I became the 

fast food king of Norwalk. Every night Fr. Joe and I would say, “What do you want to do about din-

ner?” The response of the other was always, “What do you want to do?” The result was always Little 

Nick’s, The Village Gourmet, Italia, Stew Leonard’s, Boston Market, or Cranbury Market. Then, 

thanks to a plan of Daniela O’Callaghan, food started appearing three nights a week. It is delicious, 

greatly appreciated and very embarrassing! My only defense is evening meetings almost every night! 

Poor excuse for never learning how to cook! Fr. Joe and I are both humbled by your care for us. Our 

thanks to all of our chefs!!  

THIS WEEK AT  ST. JEROME…. 

 

 

 

    Sun., 4/19 REACH Grades K-6 meet in the morning 

      REACH Grades 7-8 meet in the evening 

      TOTAL meets in the evening 

    Mon., 4/20 Women’s Scripture & Prayer 9:30 AM 

    Tues., 4/21  Altar Server Dinner (St. Ann’s Club 7:00 PM) 

                    Wed., 4/22 Contemplative Prayer 7:00 PM 

      Raising a Modern Day Knight 7:30 PM 

                       Women’s Scripture & Prayer 7:30 PM 

    Thurs.,4/23  REACH Singers Rehearsal 7:30 PM 

                                                                    First Communion Parent/Child Workshop #1 5:30PM 

    Fri., 4/24  Contemplative Prayer 7:00 AM 

    Sat., 4/25  Men’s Ministry 7:00 AM 

      First Communion Parent/Child Workshop #2 3:00PM 



   

WEEKLY OFFERTORY SUMMARY 

April 12, 2015        $4,333 

Faith Direct for April      $19,928 

April total to date      $39,242  

April offertory budget      $54,250 

As always, thank you for your continued generous 

support of our parish. 

  

    For two weekends, 

beginning April 25/26 

and May 2/3, we are 

sponsoring a sale of 

handcrafted Fair Trade products and jewelry 

crafted by Mayan women.  Proceeds from the sale 

of these Guatemalan traditional textile and jewelry 

crafts will benefit not only these women with an 

opportunity to earn an income from their skills,  

but part of the proceeds will also benefit Julie 

Coyne’s Foundation,  Education and Hope, as 

well as Malta House here in Norwalk. 

     We invite you to stop by before and after all 

weekend Masses to shop for gifts for your family, 

friends, and also for Mother’s day and Teacher  

gifts. 

     If you can help with the sales at any of the 

Masses, please fill in the sign-up sheet on the So-

cial Concerns Bulletin Board in the church hall-

way. 

 

April Food Drive  

next weekend  - APRIL 25/26 

Each month we have the opportunity to 

help our Norwalk neighbors who worry 

where their next meal will come 

from.  After each Mass next week mem-

bers of our Social Concerns Committee will be 

helping to stock Person 2 Person's food pantry by 

selling their most needed items for $5.00.  

Food items that are always needed are: canned 

fruit, cereal, tuna fish, dried beans, peanut butter, 

18 oz. jars of jelly, and fresh produce - oranges, 

apples, potatoes, carrots, and onions. 

Thank you for providing our Norwalk families with 

food that they cannot obtain on their own. 

 

 

TWEET OF THE WEEK @Pontifex 

“We can bring the Gospel to others only if 

it has made a deep impact in our lives.”  

    AN EVENING WITH��...  

ST. JOAN of ARC 

Friday, May 1

ST

 -  7:00 to 8:30 pm 

Come join us for an intriguing look 

at St. Joan, warrior and saint, in the 

parish hall. There will be a film, 

some discussion, with some coffee 

and French treats. Please note that due to some 

violent scenes this film is not appropriate for chil-

dren under 12. 

 

Want to help and get more involved 

in our parish? 

• Meals at the Norwalk Emergency Shel-

ter  We are in need of volunteers to help with the 

monthly service at the Norwalk Emergency Shel-

ter. On the fourth Wednesday every month, St. 

Jerome volunteers buy, prepare, and serve the 

mid-day meal.   Are you available to help?  Call 

Helen Gaal, volunteer coordinator, at 847-1839. 

 

• Funeral Reception Support  Help prepare 

and serve a mid-day luncheon for families who are 

celebrating the loss of a loved one.  There are 

three teams who prep and serve in rota-

tion.  Commitment is usually 9 to 12 or 12 to 2:30.  

Team leaders are  Annette Maiberger, Marian 

Ainsworth, and Francie Mansager.   Call Francie 

Mansager at 853-6489 with questions or to help. 

 

• Funeral Reception Desserts & Salads 

Over 65 women contribute a salad or dessert to 

support our funeral ministry.  If you can drop off 

either the day before or in the morning of a fu-

neral, we could use more help. Each team has a 

coordinator who will request your contribution in 

advance of the funeral.  We can use more assis-

tance from others. 

 

The Office of Youth Min-

istry provides meaningful 

opportunities and experi-

ences for young people to encounter Christ and 

to live as His disciples in our world today through 

special programs and activities such as Diocesan

-sponsored High School Apostles Leadership 

Program, CONVIVIO Youth Congress, Steuben-

ville East, March For Life pilgrimage to Washing-

ton D.C., Annual Prom Dress Drive, Catholic 

Scouting, and World Youth Day. Your gift to the 

2015 Annual Catholic Appeal helps to support 

this important pastoral ministry. Please prayer-

fully consider making your gift today.  



 

TOTAL NEWS 

 

 

• TOTAL meets tonight with a regular session.         

      Please join us after the 6:00 mass in the   

      Kevin Eidt Youth Room.     

• Pictures of the Fourteen Steps are up! 

      Make sure you check out the bulletin board in  

      the hallway for the beautiful pictures taken by     

     Jack O’Melia.   

• There is still time to order a DVD for the  

      Fourteen Steps. DVDs are $25 and a won- 

      derful keepsake. Please send your order form 

      with payment to the REACH office this 

      week. Deadline for orders - Monday, April 20. 

 

REACH NEWS 

 

 

 

• Today, April 19thN. 

      Grades K-6 meet at the 9:15 Mass then class 

      Grades 7 & 8 meet in the evening 

• Next Sunday, April 26, grades 1-6 meet at the 

9:15 Mass followed by class. 

 

 

***FIRST COMMUNION***  

PARENT/CHILD WORKSHOP 

Thursday, April 23rd at 5:30  PM   OR 

Saturday, April 25th at 3:00 PM 

 

Jubilee Mass of Wedding Anniversaries 

The Diocese of Bridgeport will celebrate a Mass 

commemorating significant wedding anniversaries 

at Saint Theresa Church, Trumbull, on Sunday, 

May 17, at 3:00 P.M. Bishop Caggiano will be the 

Principal Celebrant at this special Mass which will 

include the renewal of marriage vows and presen-

tation of commemorative certificates.  Couples 

celebrating an anniversary in 2015 which ends in 

“0” or “5,” or anyone celebrating 50+ years are in-

vited to register with their parish by May 8. 

 

 

 

 LAURALTON HALL will be offering 

an Entrance Exam for 7th grade girls 

on Saturday, May 2nd at 8:00am.  

Pre-register for the exam online at 

www.lauraltonhall.org.  Any ques-

tions, please call our admissions Office at 203-

878-3333. 

 

 

SAFE ENVIRONMENTS   

All volunteers 18 and over 

must be in compliance 

with the diocesan mandate. We encourage our 

young families with young children to register for the 

“Protecting God’s Children” class.  It only takes 2.5 

hours and you leave with a wealth of information 

and a plan to protect your children and others.    

P l e a s e  s e e  t h e  V IRTUS  w e b s i t e 

(www.virtusonline.org) click “registration”, click 

“view a list of sessions”, search ‘Bridgeport, CT 

(Diocese)”. 

***For those that have taken the VIRTUS class 

more than 5 years ago, a re-certification is re-

quired via an online module.  In addition, a new 

background check is necessary.  This can be 

completed online as well.  If you have trouble 

logging into your account, please contact the 

REACH office at reachstjerome@optonline.net. 

 

 

PASTORAL COUNCIL  

NOMINATIONS  

This is the last weekend you can 

nominate parishioners for the 

Pastoral Council. (The Pastoral Council advises 

Fr. David on issues important to the spiritual and 

material well-being of our parish and has nine 

monthly meetings each year.  The term is two 

years beginning this September and ending in 

June 2017.)  Nominations close this Sunday after 

the 6:00 PM Mass.  If you would like to nominate 

a parishioner who will help make a difference at 

St. Jerome, please fill out a nomination form and 

place it in one of the green and gold nomination 

boxes located near the church exits. Voting for 

those who accept nomination will be the week-

ends of May 9-10

th

 and 16-17

th

. 

 

Notre Dame - Fairfield 

presents its annual spring 

musical, The Drowsy 

Chaperone on May 

8th (8pm) and May 

9th (2pm and 8pm) at the 

Edgerton Center for Performing Arts at Sacred 

Heart University. Ticket prices are $15 for adults, 

$10 for seniors and $7 for students and chil-

dren. Tickets (reserved seating) can be pur-

chased by contacting Theresa Marzik 

at tmarzik@notredame.org or 203-372-6521.    


