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TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME AUGUST 16, 2015 

 

 

SABBATH MASSES 

Saturday 4:00 PM E.S.T. & 4:30 PM D.S.T. 

Sunday  8:00 AM 

 9:15 AM  Young Childrenʼs Mass  

             11:00 AM   

 6:00 PM  Teen Mass 

 

DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

Vigil   7:00 PM  

Holy Day  9:00 AM, 7:00 PM 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon-Sat  9:00 AM 

 

HOW TO FIND US…… 

Parish Website:  

www.stjeromenorwalk.org 

 

Parish Email:  

norwalkstjerome@cs.com 

 

REACH email:   

reachstjerome@optonline.net 

 

Facebook: St. Jerome Norwalk 

 

Twitter:  @StJeromeNorwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Facebook:  

REACH St.Jerome 

 

REACH & TOTAL Twitter: 

@REACHstjerome 

PASTORAL STAFF 

203-847-5349 

Rev. David Blanchfield, Pastor 

Rev. Joseph Palacino, Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Michael Hoag, S.J., Sunday Assistant 

Deacon Dean Finch • 203-246-3501 

deacon.dean.finch@gmail.com 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

203-847-5349 

Mrs. Pat Florio, Secretary   

Office Hours, Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (REACH)   

203-846-2111 

Mrs. Kathy Coyne, DRE 

Mrs. Anne Groener 

Mrs. Natalie Raduazzo   

Mrs. Kathy Rohr 

Facebook (REACH St.Jerome)   

Twitter (@REACHstjerome) 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY (TOTAL) 

Joe and Daniela OʼCallaghan   

203-847-0321 

jocallaghan@optonline.net  

danielaoc@optonline.net 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

203-847-5349 

Mr. Donald Nelson   

Mrs. Joan McFarland   

 

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 

Dan Loch  • 203-846-3980 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Jerry Holdridge • 203-966-3658 

 

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

203-847-3881 

139 West Rocks Road 

Norwalk, CT 06851 

Mrs. Linda Dunn, Principal 

 

FAITH DIRECT—ONLINE GIVING 

866-507-8757 

Sign up online at www.faithdirect.net using our 

church code: CT46, or by mailing a paper 

enrollment form available in the parish office. 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. Jerome Parish, a 

Roman Catholic community, proclaim 

our belief in the message and mission of 

Jesus Christ.  As disciples of Jesus we are 

called to proclaim the Kingdom of God 

and to work for its values in the local 

community and beyond.  We are com-

mitted to:  worship, religious education, 

shared faith and service.  We welcome 

all people with respect, acceptance and 

support. 

Parish Staff 



Altar Flowers 

Altar Flowers may be memorialized for a donation 

of $50.  Please call the Parish Office several 

months prior to your desired date. 

 

Adoration & Silent Prayer Every day 

between 4:00PM and 5:00PM.  

 

Contemplative Prayer Wednesday evening 

at 7:00 PM and Friday morning at 7:00 AM.  

Come spend some quiet time with the Lord. 

 

Widows’ Support Group 

Meets at 9:30AM on the first Thursday of the 

month in the Kevin Eidt Youth Room. 

 

Perpetual Novena  Our Lady of the 

Miraculous Medal takes place each Monday 

following morning Mass 

 

Rosary & Divine Mercy Prayers 

Monday through Saturday after daily Mass 

 

Baptisms Every fourth Sunday at 12:15.  

Please call the parish office to schedule.  

 

Required Pre-Baptism Please contact  

Deacon Dean Finch at 203-246-3501 to arrange. 

Class is required for the first child baptized at  

St. Jerome. 

 

Reconciliation  One hour before vigil on 

Saturday.  Also Anytime by appointment. 

 

Marriages  Please contact the Rectory at least 

six months in advance. 

 

Anointing of the Sick  takes place on the first 

Wednesday of each month, immediately following 

the 9:00 AM Mass,  in the sanctuary.  Anyone 

with an ongoing medical condition or who is 

seriously ill, anticipating a medical procedure or 

operation, is welcome to come. 

8/15 9:00 am Patricia Patchen 

   (son, Daniel Patchen) 

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:30 pm Ann Regan (2nd Ann.)  

   & Lynn Regan 

   (Family) 

 

TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

8/16 8:00 am Maria & Annillo DiMeglio  

   (Ursula & Mario) 

 9:15 am Linda DePreta &  

   Mary Ann Cornelia 

   (Grace & Jim DeCarlo) 

 11:00 am Richard Serna 

   (Wife, Rosalind) 

           6:00 pm        Matt Reith 

                      (Annette & Richard Maiberger)

   

8/17 9:00 am Janina Piskosz 

   (Halina & family)     

               

8/18 9:00 am Lucille Zobel 

   (Allia Zobel-Nolan) 

     

8/19 9:00 am Jill Carpenter 

   (Taloni family) 

      

8/20 9:00 am Eleanore Giacomini (4th Ann.) 

   (family) 

   

8/21 9:00 am Michael Carella 

   (family) 

 

8/22 9:00 am Guiseppe Giglio (18th Ann.) 

   (wife & family) 

 

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:30 pm Lorraine Lee 

   (Emmett Lee & family) 

 

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

8/23 8:00 am Josephine Tortorici   

  (Zita Sebastian) 

 9:15 am Mary Divine  

   (family) 

 11:00 am Rose Kirouac 

   (Fabian family) 

           6:00 pm         Anita Paterno 

 (Grace Eidt)   

   

MASS INTENTIONS 2015 & 2016 

We have Mass times available for inten-

tions.  Please drop by or call the Office. 

 

***PLEASE NOTE***   

Starting in January 2016, we will no 

longer be taking Mass intentions for 

the 9:00 AM Mass on Saturday. 



   You are what you eat. Half of Chapter 6 of John’s Gospel is about the Eucharist. And the message in 

today's Gospel from Chapter 6 is "You are what you eat." It overlaps with the reading when Jesus announced 

that his flesh is the "bread of life." 

The word "eat" that Jesus uses in this Gospel is very much like "munch" or "chew." Jesus seems to be 

using language designed to shock his audience. The phrase "to eat my flesh and drink my blood" would be in-

stant horror movie to a Jewish audience. Blood was forbidden. In Jewish tradition even to touch blood made a 

person ritually unclean. According to kosher rules, any meat to be eaten had to be drained of blood.  

So let's look at this Gospel another way. The very first disciples knew Jesus in person. They were able 

to be with him, walk with him, talk with him, and hear his words in real time. But by the time John's Gospel was 

written, around 95 AD, most of the community of believers would be second or third generation Christians who 

had no personal contact with the Jesus of Nazareth who returned to the Father some 60 years before. Where 

could these Christians – and us! – experience the living presence of Jesus? This Gospel points us to the pres-

ence of Christ in the celebration of the Christian Eucharist. The practice of sharing Eucharist as a memorial of 

Jesus was well-established in the Christian communities by the time this Gospel was written. Since the first 

century, Christians tied their celebration of Eucharist to the words of Jesus at the Last Supper. They celebrated 

Eucharist as a memorial of Jesus. 

The Church has always been very careful in the language they use about how Jesus is present in the 

Eucharist. After the Consecration at Mass, we say, "When we eat this bread and drink this cup" and not "When 

we eat this flesh and drink this blood." We are not cannibals. We are not eating Jesus’ liver, brain, and bones. 

When I was young and in Saints Cyril and Methodius parochial grade school, Sister Mary Armbuster spoke too 

explicitly to me about the physicality of the Eucharist. It did not give me sensible thinking. I thought of the 

Eucharist as a magical act. As an adult Catholic, I believe that Christ is truly and personally present to me in the 

Eucharist. It is the glorified, risen Christ who is wholly and truly present under the form of bread and wine at the 

Eucharist. The "substance" of bread and wine, the essence of their bread-ness and wine-ness, are changed to 

the body and blood of Christ, but the physical "form" of the bread and wine remains the same. How? That's a 

question that misses the point of the gift. 

Jesus tells us that he gives us himself "for the life of the world." The Eucharist does not turn us into can-

nibals. It is meant to make us radicals, radically committed to all God's people everywhere. When John's Gos-

pel has Jesus speaking about eating his flesh and drinking his blood he is drawing on a very old image of eat-

ing and drinking as representing "absorbing," "comprehending," or "understanding" the message of a speaker. 

Don't we still say "Chew on this" to add emphasis to "Now hear this" or "Make sure you understand this"? 

This takes us back to the First Reading from Proverbs. Wisdom in the First Reading is Lady Wisdom. 

(Ancient people found out, thousands of years before we did, that women are better communicators than men.) 

Her basic message is that if you "Come, eat of my food, and drink of the wine I have mixed, = that you may 

live" – meaning if you drink in and devour the wisdom that follows in the book of Proverbs, then you will have a 

rewarding and meaningful life. 

In much the same way John's long Chapter 6 "Bread of Life" passage makes a direct link between the 

practice of Eucharist and the teachings of Jesus. To "eat the flesh" of Jesus is to take Jesus into myself and 

accept everything that Jesus stands for, everything that Jesus teaches, everything that Jesus believes. It is an 

act of faith. It is my ascent to the gift. And it is empowering: "The one who feeds on me will have life because of 

me." 

But how it happens is not the question. Why we have this gift of the Eucharist is the question. The 

Eucharist is not a private devotion. It’s not something that only assures me of my own personal salvation. It is 

something that empowers me and all Christians to go out and transform the world with love and goodness for 

Christ's sake. What I do away from the Eucharist is as important as what I celebrate at it. I've gotten past feeling 

guilty because I don't rush out to feed all the world’s poor. Yet I can do my part as opportunities present them-

selves to me, if I watch for and am alert to them, and I can help other groups or people who do feed the poor. 

And this relates to the Second Reading where our wisdom lesson continued. Paul encourages the believers in 

Ephesus – and us – to live wisely, to "try to understand what is the will of the Lord." Recognize the decisive 

point of the moment, and seize it. When asked to help, always say yes. Choose wisely. 

The bottom line is this: When I receive the Eucharist, I not only receive the body of Christ; I become the 

body of Christ. The people who make up the Church in the world are indeed the body of Christ. In the words of 

St. Teresa, "Christ has no body now but yours!" You are what you eat. 

 

Scripture Corner   by Dan Loch 

 

    



   

WEEKLY OFFERTORY SUMMARY 

August 9, 2015        $4,405 

Total August to date      $11,061 

August offertory budget      $45,950 

 

Faith Direct offertory expected to approach 

$20,000 will be reported next week. 

As always, thank you for your continued support 

of St. Jerome parish.  

 

 HELP NEEDED! We are looking for 

volunteers who want to pick up a 

new parishioner and bring to 

weekly mass.  The new Parishioner is inter-

ested in attending either 4:30 Mass on Satur-

day, 9:15AM or 11AM on Sunday. 

 

Please contact Barbara Bagnato at 203 847-

7657 for details.  Thank you. 

 

 

Community Inter-Faith Prayer Service  

& Family Festival 

Mark your calendars for a “Community Fair/Festival”, 

and a “Prayer for World Peace”.  Come together with 

the entire community in Norwalk to celebrate our diver-

sity. Come together to pray for World Peace. Come 

together to pray with people of different faiths 

(Christian, Hindu, Jewish, Muslim, and Sikh traditions). 

Sunday, August 16, 2015 - St. Philip Church 

Grounds, 25 France Street, Norwalk 

Festival: 11 AM – 3 PM - Inter-Faith service begins 

at 3 PM 

 

HIGHLIGHTS:  Games - Food Trucks - Music - Ven-

dors - Henna - Various Dance Performances 

Vendor inquiries email/call: Fr. Sudhir D’Souza - 

vnssudhir@gmail.com 203-807-6891 

 

 

 

 

 

 FOOD DRIVE NEXT WEEKEND  

AUGUST 22/23 

As we enjoy the second half of summer, 

let's remember to help our Norwalk 

neighbors who need food for their families 

by donating to our food drive next weekend. Food 

items always needed are: cereal, pasta, pasta sauce, 

18-oz. jars of jelly, dried beans, macaroni and cheese, 

and hearty chicken soup.  The Social Concerns Com-

mittee members will be available after each mass sell-

ing the most needed items for a $5.00 donation: tuna, 

white rice, canned fruit, and peanut butter. Fresh pro-

duce is also appreciated - oranges, apples, onions, 

potatoes, carrots. On behalf of the families we help 

feed, thank you very much for your generosity.  

 

TWEETS OF THE WEEK  

@Pontifex  “The encounter with Christ 

can completely change our life.” 

 

@JamesMartinSJ “God has a special care for 

those who feel “lost”.  Pay attention to signs of 

God’s reaching out to you.” 

 

THIS WEEK AT  ST. JEROME…. 

 

 

 

 

Celebration Mass of SYNOD 2014  

Saturday, September 19, 2015 • 11:00 a.m.  

Webster Bank Arena at Harbor Yard 

Celebrate the SYNOD and the beginning of a 

new era in the Diocese of Bridgeport!  

Join 9,000 faithful throughout the diocese 

for Mass, Music, and Thanksgiving!! 

9:00am Praise and worship before Mass with 

the Procession beginning at 10:15am 

Multi-Cultural Celebration  

Debut of Diocesan Youth Choir 

    

   Sunday 8/9  

   Monday 8/10 Women’s Scripture & Prayer 9:30 AM 

   Tuesday 8/11  

                   Wednesday 8/12 Contemplative Prayer 7:00 PM 

      Women’s Scripture & Prayer 7:30 PM 

   Thursday 8/13  

                                 Friday  8/14  

   Saturday 8/15 Men’s Ministry 7:00 AM 



World Youth Day  

Krakow, Poland      

July 22-Aug 1, 2016 

 

Bishop Frank Caggiano invites the youth and 

young adults (ages 15 1/2 -35) of the Diocese of 

Bridgeport to join him on a pilgrimage of a life-

time.  Over 200 youths are already registered.  

Financial Aid is available but an application must 

be completed.  For info email Julie Rodgers at: 

youthministry@diobpt.org or call 203.416.1449. 

or twitter @diobpt_wyd  and facebook World 

Youth Day Diocese of Bridgeport 

 

 

TOTAL NEWS 

 

• During the month of Au-

gust there will be a special blessing for all 

those going off to college at the 6pm Mass. 

• Opening night of TOTAL will be on Sep-

tember 20 after the 6:00 Mass! Please join us 

for Mass and then come down to the Kevin 

Eidt Youth Room to see what we have 

planned for this year. Feel free to bring a 

friend. 

• There will be a mandatory Confirmation 

meeting for all INCOMING 9th grade Con-

firmation candidates and their parents af-

ter the 6:00 Mass on Sunday, Septem-

ber 13th. We will be discussing the require-

ments and preparation necessary for your 

child to receive Confirmation in the Fall of 

2016. We will begin the evening with a special 

blessing and introduction of the candidates at 

the 6:00 Mass. It is very important that you 

attend this meeting. 

• Please remember to send in your Confirma-

tion Registration if you are a freshman, and 

your TOTAL Registration if you are a sopho-

more, junior or senior. 

• Sophomores, congratulations on completing 

another requirement for your Confirmation by 

attending the retreats at St. Birgittas. Please 

remember to continue to work on service 

hours, attend mass regularly and serve when 

you are scheduled for the collection or as a 

greeter.  Enjoy the last few weeks of vaca-

tion!  

 

SAFE ENVIRONMENTS 

 

******IMPORTANT ******  

Training session to be held at St 

Jerome August 24th 6:00PM 

 

All volunteers 18 and over must be in compli-

ance with the diocesan mandate. We encourage 

our young families with young children to register 

for the “Protecting God’s Children” class.  It only 

takes 2.5 hours and you leave with a wealth of infor-

mation and a plan to protect your children and oth-

ers.    

P l e a s e  s e e  t h e  V IRTUS  w e b s i t e 

(www.virtusonline.org) click “registration”, click 

“view a list of sessions”, search ‘Bridgeport, CT 

(Diocese)”. 

 

Other training dates if 8/24 doesn’t work for you: 

 8/18 St. Cecilia—Stamford 6:00PM 

 8/28 St. Luke’s—Westport 8:30AM 

 8/29 St Cecilia—Stamford 9:00AM 

 8/30 St Joseph—Norwalk 8:00AM 

***For those that have taken the VIRTUS class 

more than 5 years ago, a re-certification is re-

quired via an online module.  In addition, a new 

background check is necessary.  This can be 

completed online as well.  If you have trouble 

logging into your account, please contact the 

REACH office at reachstjerome@optonline.net. 

 

REACH 2015-2016  

• Classes start on Sunday, 

September 20th. 

• Don’t forget to send in your 

REACH  REG ISTRAT ION 

FORMS for the fall, if you haven’t done so al-

ready. Can’t find your form? You can 

download one on the Parish website or just 

stop in to the REACH office. 

 

• ******If you know of a new family 

or a family with a child entering 

KINDERGARTEN OR FIRST 

GRADE, please let us know or 

have them contact us at 

reachstjerome@optonline.net  

 

 


