
 

ST. JEROME CHURCH 

23 Half Mile Road  Norwalk, CT 06851   ~  203-847-5349 



TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME AUGUST 14, 2016 

 

 

SABBATH MASSES 

Saturday 4:00 PM E.S.T. & 4:30 PM D.S.T. 

Sunday  8:00 AM 

 9:15 AM  Young Children's Mass  

             11:00 AM   

 6:00 PM  Teen Mass 

 

DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

Vigil   7:00 PM  

Holy Day  9:00 AM, 7:00 PM 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon-Sat  9:00 AM 

 

HOW TO FIND US…… 

Parish Website:  

www.stjeromenorwalk.org 

 

Parish Email:  norwalkstjerome@cs.com 

 

REACH email:  reachstjerome@optonline.net 

 

Parish Facebook:  

St. Jerome Norwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Facebook:  

 REACH St.Jerome 

 

 

Parish Twitter:  @StJeromeNorwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Twitter: 

@REACHstjerome 

 

PASTORAL STAFF 

203-847-5349 

Rev. David Blanchfield, Pastor 

Rev. Rojin Zacharias K.M., Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Michael Hoag, S.J., Weekend Assistant 

Deacon Dean Finch • 203-847-6397 

deacon.dean.finch@gmail.com 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

203-847-5349 

Mrs. Pat Florio, Secretary   

Office Hours, Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (REACH)   

203-846-2111 

Mrs. Kathy Coyne, DRE 

Mrs. Anne Groener 

Mrs. Natalie Raduazzo   

Mrs. Kathy Rohr 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY (TOTAL) 

Joe and Daniela OʼCallaghan   

203-847-0321 

jocallaghan@optonline.net  

danielaoc@optonline.net 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

203-847-5349 

Mr. Donald Nelson   

Mrs. Joan McFarland   

 

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 

Robert Yap • 203-246-7447 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Jerry Holdridge • 203-966-3658 

 

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

203-847-3881    Pre K—Grade 8 

139 West Rocks Road 

Norwalk, CT 06851 

Mrs. Linda Dunn, Principal 

 

FAITH DIRECT—ONLINE GIVING 

866-507-8757 www.faithdirect.net 

Sign up using our church code: CT46, or 

by mailing a paper enrollment form available in 

the parish office.  Also available on our website at 

www.stjeromenorwalk.org/Faith-Direct-

enrollment.pdf 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. Jerome Parish, a 

Roman Catholic community, proclaim 

our belief in the message and mission of 

Jesus Christ.  As disciples of Jesus we 

are called to proclaim the Kingdom of 

God and to work for its values in the lo-

cal community and beyond.  We are 

committed to:  worship, religious educa-

tion, shared faith and service.  We wel-

come all people with respect, accep-

tance and support. 

Parish Staff 



Altar Flowers 

Altar Flowers may be memorialized for a donation 

of $50.  Please call the Parish Office several 

months prior to your desired date. 

 

Adoration & Silent Prayer  

Every day between 4:00PM and 5:00PM.  

 

Contemplative Prayer  

Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM.  

Come spend some quiet time with the Lord. 

 

Widows’ Support Group 

Meets at 9:30AM on the second Thursday of the 

month in the Kevin Eidt Youth Room. 

 

Perpetual Novena   

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal takes place 

each Monday following morning Mass 

 

Rosary & Divine Mercy Prayers 

Monday through Saturday after daily Mass 

 

Baptisms Every fourth Sunday at 12:15.  

Please call the parish office to schedule.  

 

Required Pre-Baptism Please contact  

Deacon Dean Finch at 203-246-3501 to arrange. 

Class is required for the first child baptized at  

St. Jerome. 

 

Reconciliation  One hour before vigil on 

Saturday.  Also Anytime by appointment. 

 

Marriages  Please contact the Rectory at least 

six months in advance. 

 

Anointing of the Sick  takes place on the first 

Wednesday of each month, immediately following the 

9:00 AM Mass,  in the sanctuary.  Anyone with an 

ongoing medical condition or who is seriously ill, 

anticipating a medical procedure or operation, is 

welcome to come. 

 

Gluten Free Hosts are available at all Masses. If 

you require a gluten-free host, please see the 

officiating priest before Mass.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8/13 9:00 am For all those starting college 

      

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:30 pm  Ann Regan (3rd Anniv.) 

   Lynn Regan 

   (Family) 

 

TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

8/14 8:00 am Sheila Magnano   

   (Honey & Ron Secchi) 

 9:15 am           James Zoltowski 

   (Wagner Family) 

 11:00 am Eleanor Giacomini (5th Anniv.)  

   (Family) 

 6:00 pm           Jill Carpenter 

   (Taloni Family) 

 

8/15 9:00 am        Claire Budnik 

   (Helen & Maureen Jansen)  

    

8/16 9:00 am For the homeless 

     

    

8/17 9:00 am Nilda Canevari 

   (Agoglia Family) 

   

8/18 9:00 am Giuseppi Giglio 

   (Wife and Family) 

  

8/19 9:00 am Rose Marie Lepore 

    

    

8/20 9:00 am For all Veterans  

    

       

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:30 pm  Howard Christensen 

   (Jeff & Karen Christensen) 

    

 

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

8/21 8:00 am Lee Sposito    

   (Pat Chocas) 

 9:15 am           Nilda Canevari 

   (Orlando Family) 

 11:00 am Mary Kuczo  

   (Phil & Pat Florio) 

 6:00 pm           Michael Carella 

   (Family) 

 

   



SCRIPTURE CORNER – by Dan Loch 

 

Here we go again, more "hard sayings" of Jesus which Luke yokes together in his Gospel: "I have come 

to set the earth on fire" and "Do you think that I have come to establish peace on the earth? No, I tell you, but 

rather division." Fathers fighting sons, daughters fighting mothers, everybody fighting the in-laws. Where's the 

"peace on earth to men of good will"? Where did this angry guy come from? 

Another angry guy is the prophet Jeremiah in the First Reading. "Angry" and "prophet" seem to go to-

gether. The job of a prophet is to get people thinking. Prophets create crisis, because crisis is that edge where 

change is possible. Jeremiah does not say what people want to hear, just as Jesus does in the Gospel by telling 

us he hasn’t come to leave things the way they are. The princes throw Jeremiah into a well, but Jeremiah has a 

champion, Ebed-melech, who pulls Jeremiah out.  

The past two Sundays we've been hearing Luke's Chapter 12, a collection of stories about Jesus -- 

warnings, the Rich Fool, watchfulness. Jesus is on his journey to Jerusalem and the Cross, teaching us what 

following him means. This Sunday, Jesus, like Jeremiah, tells us what we don't want to hear. His words seem 

sharp and threatening. Is this angry prophet safe? Maybe Jesus is frustrated that His followers don't seem to 

be getting it and time's nearly up. As a mother once said, "Before I had kids, I never knew I could love so much, 

or that anyone could make me so angry."  

First, Jesus faces his own crisis, the "baptism… with which I must be baptized," His sacrifice on the 

Cross, which He chooses because He is faithful to what His Father tasked Him to do, even though -- a glimpse 

into the emotional life of Jesus -- He is in "great…anguish until it is accomplished!"  

But what about setting the earth on fire?! The fire of Divine Wrath? Hmm, what else does fire bring to 

mind? Fire is not just a sign of danger or anger, it also is a sign of transformation. Think God appearing as fire, 

the Burning Bush Moses saw, and its theological meaning as fire that burned, but did not destroy. Think of the 

fire that refines precious metals. Fire attracts us to its warmth and power. It lights the darkness and gives 

guidance. Fire in a forest clears out undergrowth that smothers soil and prevents new growth. The ashes create 

fertile soil. Pine cones need fire to cast their seeds. Think the Pentecost fire of the Holy Spirit and us as pine 

cone seeds, needing fire to be set free.  

Ok, but what about fathers fighting sons, daughters fighting mothers? In the ancient world, especially 

in Jewish culture, family meant everything. Families depended on one another for survival. Young men were 

identified by who their father was. Extended families held society together. Fights over faith in Jesus divided 

families, villages, cities, and the Jewish religion. 

Truth can have a sting to it, like hydrogen peroxide in a cut. When Jesus said that his message would 

tear families apart, it meant that all of society would be transformed by the fire of His message. The Kingdom of 

God ignites new fire into pine cone-bound lives. But transformation by fire can be painful. Families would be 

divided over whether Jesus was worth following, meaning giving up everything that was once considered most 

important in life, possessions, money, security, shelter, and significant competing responsibilities. Families can 

hold people captive to prejudices, can try to smother the spark Jesus wants to ignite. Following Jesus can 

mean conflict with family members and friends.  

But we can catch the fire. In the Second Reading we learn that just as athletes are cheered on by people 

in the stands, so too Christians catch fire to run the race by those who have come before them. Jesus, our 

champion, as Ebed-melech was to Jeremiah, ran the race, and now is at the right hand of God. Jesus is our 

model. 

Jesus wishes His fire "were already blazing" on earth . . . and in me. My words and actions should al-

ways have some fire in them. My faith should "afflict the comfortable and comfort the afflicted." Sunday's Gos-

pel tells us conflict is part of Christian life, but conflict that itself sheds light on the Kingdom of God: Christians 

disagree with charity, listening, and compassion. As in today's Second Reading, we can hear the cheers of the 

fans in the stands. 

               THIS WEEK AT ST. JEROME…….  

 

   Sunday  8/14  

   Monday 8/15 Women’s Scripture & Prayer 9:30 AM 

   Tuesday 8/16                     

   Wednesday 8/17 Contemplative Prayer 7:00 PM 

      Women’s Scripture & Prayer 7:30 PM 

   Thursday 8/18  

   Friday  8/19  



   

WEEKLY OFFERTORY SUMMARY 

August 7, 2016              $3,576 

August total to date        $7,584 

August offertory budget      $46,725 

 

 

As always, thank you for your generous support of our 

parish.  Faith Direct contributions, estimated at 

$18,000, will be posted later in the month. 

 

 

 

Parish Office Hours  for this week - 

 August 15-18 9:00 AM—3 PM 

August 19 9:00 AM—noon 

 

AmeriCares Free Clinics  

in need of volunteers! 

Nurses and Interpreters (Spanish-English) are 

needed to help at our Norwalk and Stamford free 

clinics. If you can volunteer even once or twice a 

month we could use your help. Please contact 

Lorraine Larkin at llarkin@americares.org for ad-

ditional information. 

How can you 

help?? 

 

  SCHOOL SUPPLY 

DRIVE 

It’s almost time for St Jerome’s annual School 

Supply drive to benefit Norwalk Elementary and 

Middle School children who participate in The 

Carver Center’s after-school programs.  This 

year's collection will begin on August 13th and 

run thru August 22nd.  We are letting you know 

now since the sales are starting!!! 

Marked donation boxes will be in the church hall-

way.  Here are suggestions for most used items: 

     #2 Pencils, Blue or Black ink erasable pens  

     for 5th graders, loose leaf & graphing paper,  

     pencil sharpeners, erasers, 3 hole pocket  

     folders, 1, 2, & 3 subject notebooks, rulers, 

     composition notebooks, glue sticks, high 

     lighters, crayons (Crayola non-toxic), colored 

  pencils and markers and Sharpie markers. 

 

All donated items will be very appreciated!!! 

Have  you  moved?  

Changed your phone num-

ber or email address?  

Please let us know so we 

can update our files and 

keep you in the loop!!  

Forms can be found in the 

back of Church...drop in the collection basket and 

we can make the changes! 

 

Get the St. Jerome MOBILE APP –  

available for both iOS and Android. 

Visit our new, enhanced 

w e b s i t e 

www.stjeromenorwalk.org 

and click on "Download Our 

New App for iOS and An-

droid."  

Get access to Mass Sched-

ules, blog postings, and more right on your 

smartphone or tablet! This app will deliver 

timely news updates, important notifications, 

information on activities, and handy links to 

connect with the parish website and church 

office.  

TWEETS OF THE WEEK 

 

@Pontifex “A society made up of dif-

ferent cultures must seek unity in re-

spect.” 

 

@BishopCaggiano “All that belongs to darkness, 

hostility and fear cannot stand forever before the 

love that made the Cross the source of our hope 

and life.”  

 

@JamesMartinSJ  “Gospel: What does it mean to 

approach God like a child? For one, a child may 

not fully understand the parent, but the child still 

trusts.”  

Fr. Mike’s Book Club News…… 

The selections for the book club September—

January are hanging in the folder in the church 

hallway.  Please note the NEW TIME for the 

meetings are the scheduled  

Thursdays at 4:00 PM!! 



REACH classes will 

start on Sunday, Sep-

tember 18th. Look for 

an email at the end of 

August for information 

on the upcoming school year! 

 

SAFE ENVIRONMENTS 

******IMPORTANT ******  

All volunteers 18 years and over must be in 

compliance with the diocesan mandate.     

P l e a s e  s e e  t h e  V I R T U S  w e b s i t e 

(www.virtusonline.org) click “registration”, click 

“view a list of sessions”, search ‘Bridgeport, CT 

(Diocese)”. 

Some upcoming training dates: 

St. Thomas (Norwalk)—8/15—9:00 AM 

St. Pius X (Fairfield)—8/18—6:00 PM 

St. Mary’s (Stamford)—8/20—9:00 AM 

 

Caregiver Workshops 

 

The stress and exhaus-

tion of caring for a loved 

one can be overwhelm-

ing and caregivers need 

help and information. If 

you are caring for a 

family member or loved one who is ill, you are invited 

to participate in any of all of these Caregiver work-

shops. 

 

Wednesday, August 17 3:00—4:00PM  

Caring for the Caregiver— Taking care of yourself 

so that you are able to continue caring for your loved 

one including respite care, nutrition, relaxation, exer-

cise and adequate sleep. 

 

Wednesday, August 24 3:00—4:00PM  

Legal Issues in Caregiving—Understanding the 

legal issues involved in caring for a loved one includ-

ing advance directives, wills, power of attorney, ob-

taining assistance from federal and state agencies 

and more. 

 

Visiting Nurse & Hospice of Fairfield County 

At Health & Wellness Center at I-Park (Suite 114, 

Entrance E), 761 Main Avenue. 

 

These workshops are free of charge and open to the 

public. For more info call Melody Matheny-Orpen, 

RN 203-762-8958, ext 312. 

REACH  

REGISTRATION 2016-

2017  

     Registration materials 

were sent home with current 

grade K-6 students. Please check your child’s 

folder for the information. All forms should be 

submitted now (with or without payment so we 

save your spot!)      

If you know of a new family or a family with a 

child entering kindergarten or 1st Grade, 

please have them contact us at 

reachstjerome@optonline.net or 203-846- 2111.  
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