
 

ST. JEROME CHURCH 

23 Half Mile Road  Norwalk, CT 06851   ~  203-847-5349 



4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT DECEMBER 18, 2016 

SABBATH MASSES 

Saturday 4:00 PM E.S.T. & 4:30 PM D.S.T. 

Sunday  8:00 AM 

 9:15 AM  Young Children's Mass  

             11:00 AM   

 6:00 PM  Teen Mass 

 

DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

Vigil   7:00 PM  

Holy Day  9:00 AM, 7:00 PM 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon-Sat  9:00 AM 

 

HOW TO FIND US…… 

Parish Website:  

www.stjeromenorwalk.org 

 

Parish Email:  norwalkstjerome@cs.com 

 

REACH email:  reachstjerome@optonline.net 

 

Parish Facebook:  

St. Jerome Norwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Facebook:  

 REACH St.Jerome 

 

 

Parish Twitter:  @StJeromeNorwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Twitter: 

@REACHstjerome 

 

 

 Instagram: 

reach.total.stjerome 

 

PASTORAL STAFF 

203-847-5349 

Rev. David Blanchfield, Pastor 

Rev. Rojin Zacharias K.M., Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Michael Hoag, S.J., Weekend Assistant 

Deacon Dean Finch • 203-847-6397 

deacon.dean.finch@gmail.com 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

203-847-5349 

Mrs. Pat Florio, Secretary   

Office Hours, Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (REACH)   

203-846-2111 

Mrs. Kathy Coyne, DRE 

Mrs. Natalie Raduazzo   

Mrs. Kathy Rohr 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY (TOTAL) 

Joe and Daniela OʼCallaghan   

203-847-0321 

jocallaghan@optonline.net  

danielaoc@optonline.net 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

203-847-5349 

Mr. Donald Nelson   

Mrs. Joan McFarland   

 

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 

Robert Yap • 203-246-7447 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Jerry Holdridge • 203-966-3658 

 

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

203-847-3881    Pre K—Grade 8 

139 West Rocks Road 

Norwalk, CT 06851 

Mrs. Linda Dunn, Principal 

 

FAITH DIRECT—ONLINE GIVING 

866-507-8757 www.faithdirect.net 

Sign up using our church code: CT46, or 

by mailing a paper enrollment form available in 

the parish office.  Also available on our website at 

www.stjeromenorwalk.org/Faith-Direct-

enrollment.pdf 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. Jerome Parish, a Ro-

man Catholic community, proclaim our 

belief in the message and mission of Jesus 

Christ.  As disciples of Jesus we are called 

to proclaim the Kingdom of God and to 

work for its values in the local community 

and beyond.  We are committed to:  wor-

ship, religious education, shared faith and 

service.  We welcome all people with re-

spect, acceptance and support. 

Parish Staff 



Altar Flowers 

December 17/18— in memory of Laura & Vincent 

Umbrino given by Gioiella family. 

Altar Flowers may be memorialized for a donation 

of $50.  Please call the Parish Office several 

months prior to your desired date. 

 

Adoration & Silent Prayer  

Every day between 4:00PM and 5:00PM.  

 

Contemplative Prayer  

Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM.  

Come spend some quiet time with the Lord. 

 

Widows’ Support Group 

Meets at 9:30AM on the second Thursday of the 

month in the Kevin Eidt Youth Room. 

 

Perpetual Novena   

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal takes place 

each Monday following morning Mass 

 

Rosary & Divine Mercy Prayers 

Monday through Saturday after daily Mass 

 

Baptisms Please call the parish office to 

schedule.  

 

Required Pre-Baptism Please contact  

Deacon Dean Finch at 203-847-6397 to arrange. 

Class is required for the first child baptized at  

St. Jerome. 

 

Reconciliation  One hour before vigil on 

Saturday.  Also anytime by appointment. 

 

Marriages  Please contact the Rectory at least 

six months in advance. 

 

Anointing of the Sick  takes place on the first 

Wednesday of each month, immediately following the 

9:00 AM Mass,  in the sanctuary.  Anyone with an 

ongoing medical condition or who is seriously ill, 

anticipating a medical procedure or operation, is 

welcome to come. 

 

Gluten Free Hosts are available at all Masses. If 

you require a gluten-free host, please see the 

officiating priest before Mass.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Banns of Marriage are 

announced for the second time 

between Allie Marino and 

Derek McCormack. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12/17 9:00 am for the People 

 

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:00 pm  Dominick Pollastro 

   (Judi & Bob Dennehy)  

 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

12/18 8:00 am William & Josie Hollohan 

              (Margie Gallivan)  

  

 9:15 am           Carmela & Gaetano Palumbo 

   (Daughter, Anna) 

    

 11:00 am Frances Cea &  

   Anne Cimminilli  

   (Niece, Marguerite) 

 

 6:00 pm           Claire Budnick 

 

12/19 9:00 am        Timothy Cotter 

   (Cotter family) 

             

12/20 9:00 am Vincent Iannone, Jr. 

   (family) 

    

12/21 9:00 am Joseph DiMassa 

   (daughter) 

    

12/22 9:00 am Rose Marie Lepore  

    

12/23 9:00 am for the People 

  

CHRISTMAS EVE 

12/24 9:00 am deceased family members 

 

 4:00 pm  Angela Ferrone 

    

 6:00 pm Chris Groener (10th Ann.) 

   (family) 

 10:00 pm Wally Regan 

   (family) 

 

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 

12/25 8:00 am Annette Longmuir 

              (Annette & John Anastasia)  

  

 11:00 am        Giuseppi Giglio 

   (wife & family) 

    

 12:30 pm  Robert Pelletier & 

   Madeline Hayes 

   (Mary & family) 

    



Those of you who know me are aware that I have certain theological heroes, think-

ers I admire who have taught me how to talk about the experience of the divine. In my 

homily last week, I referred to the Jesuit Karl Rahner, who helped me understand the 

great cost to Jesus in becoming one of us “Didn’t you nail yourself to the cross of crea-

tion, when you took, as your own life, something which you had drawn out of nothing, 

when you assumed, as your very own, the darkness you had previously spread out in 

the eternal distance as the back ground to your own inaccessible light?” (“The God who 

is to Come” in THE ETERNAL SILENCE). 

One of my other theological mentors was John Shea, who himself did a disserta-

tion on the Baptist theologian Langdon Gilkey, a thinker who also influenced me before I 

ever heard of Shea. It is Shea who taught me the importance of storytelling, of narrative. 

It is the stories we tell about ourselves that shape our understanding of who we are. It is 

the Christian story from creation to the second coming that grounds who we are as fol-

lowers of Jesus. Stories give us light, they are revelatory. 

Christmas is the story of light coming into our world. That light not only reveals the 

depth of God’s unconditional love for each of us, but it also shows us how life can be 

lived in a way that itself, makes light available to others. Maybe that is why Christmas 

lights mean so much to me. They remind me that at a time when the world was in dark-

ness, The WORD emptied himself of privilege and glory, stooping down to become one 

of us in all our brokenness and confusion. Jesus himself had to struggle to understand 

what the Father wanted of him. He had to experience rejection, being misunderstood. 

He knew hunger, pain, failure, betrayal and through it all he never stopped loving His 

Father and each of us. It is this light we celebrate at Christmas. 

Now, from the sublime to the practical6. I am looking for a volunteer, maybe a 

graphic designer, who could do a drawing for us of what the front of the Church will look 

like when we redo the front steps. We will be replacing the cracked sidewalk and install-

ing a section of memorial bricks and new shrubbery. The project will also include a 

handicapped access on the South Side of Church. 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JEROME…….  

   Sunday  12/18 REACH 1-6 meet in the morning 

      Pageant practice 11:30 AM in the Hall 

      TOTAL—no class  

   Monday 12/19 LifeLine Screenings—all day—Parish Hall 

      Women’s Scripture & Prayer 9:30 AM 

   Tuesday 12/20 RCIA 7PM—Resource Room 

   W ednesday 12/21 Contemplative Prayer 7:00 PM 

      Women’s Scripture & Prayer 7:30 PM 

   Thursday 12/22  

   Friday  12/23 

   Saturday      12/24 Men’s Ministry 7:00 AM 

 



   

WEEKLY OFFERTORY SUMMARY 

December 11, 2016                        $3,983 

Faith Direct for December     $23,300 

December total to date     $35,323 

December offertory budget             $59,500 

 

As always, thank you for your  

generous support of our parish  

especially during this Advent season   

 

"Take-A-Look Tuesdays"  

All Saints Catholic School 

Interested in finding out more about 

All Saints Catholic School in Nor-

walk? Stop by our "Take-A-

Loo k Tu esday"  Op en H ouse, h e l d 

every Tuesday from 8:30-10am. Each week, par-

ents and students are on-hand to give tours and 

answer questions about our curriculum, activities, 

after-school program and tuition assistance. No 

appointment necessary.  

All Saints Catholic School, PreK—Grade 8 

139 West Rocks Road, Norwalk. 203-847-3881 

 

CHRISTMAS  

PAGEANT 2016 

Save the Date—The St. 

Jerome Christmas Pageant 

takes place at 6:00PM Mass 

on Christmas Eve. All chil-

dren age 4 and up are in-

vited to be angels and shep-

herds.   Rehearsals:   

• Dec 18 at 11:30 start in the Hall and move to the 

   Church—this is our ONLY Full Rehearsal  

Any questions, contact Kathy Rohr at 203-846-

2111 or reachstjerome@optonline.net 

 

Yankee Candle  

Still looking for the 

perfect gift?? 

If you order through the 

end of the year, St. Jerome 

still gets credit!  Just use this website 

“www.yankeecandlefundraising.com” 

with our group number 990036160 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you know your TSH level? 

Thyroid Disorders TSH can indicate an under-

active thyroid 

• 20 million Americans have an underactive 

thyroid but half don’t know it�

• An underactive thyroid can cause an in-

creased risk of heart disease and lead to an 

enlarged heart�

Underactive thyroid is more common among 

men and women aged 60 and older�

Life Line Screening offers a finger-stick blood 

test with results in less than 10 minutes. Pro-

tect your health by finding out your risk of an 

underactive thyroid by having a TSH screen-

ing.  Life Line Screening will be at St. Jerome 

Roman Catholic Church on Monday, Decem-

ber 19, 2016.  

C a l l  1 - 8 8 8 - 6 5 3 - 6 4 4 1  o r 

v i s i t  w w w . l i f e l i n e s c r e e n i n g . c o m /

advantagemembers to schedule your TSH 

screening for only $49.  Ask about our other 

stroke and heart tests.  Taking control of your 

health doesn’t have to be hard. 

TWEETS OF THE WEEK 

@Pontifex “Let us all work decisively 

so that no one is excluded from the 

effective recognition of their funda-

mental human rights.” 

 

@BishopCaggiano  “”What we want” and “what 

we need” are not always the same thing.  How 

fortunate we are that our Spiritual Physician 

knows the difference.” 

 

@JameMartinSJ “Gospel:  In prison, John the 

Baptist asks if Jesus is the Messiah.  Even John 

has a hard time grasping God’s ways.  Be open 

to God’s surprises.” 

ST. JEROME  

GIVING TREE 

 

ALL ITEMS ARE  

DUE TODAY!! 

Please return your donated 

items unwrapped and with 

the tag attached and visible. 

 

Thank you for your continued generous support  



December 18 

Grades 1-6 meet at the 9:15 Mass followed 

by class. 

 

• TOTAL meets again on January 15

th

. The 

TOTAL team would like to wish you all a 

peaceful and joyful Christmas and a happy 

and healthy New Year.  

• Confirmation Thanks—On December 4th, 

41 candidates received the sacrament of Con-

firmation with the Reverend Monsignor Tho-

mas Powers presiding. Much planning and 

preparation went into this beautiful ceremony 

with the help of many. We would like to thank 

Father David, Father Rojin, and Deacon Dean 

for their support and encouragement. We 

would also like to thank the following people 

who helped with the Confirmation Mass and 

the reception that followed: The REACH sing-

ers, Pat and Bob Olson, Dick and Annette 

Maiberger, Kathy Coyne, Natalie Raduazzo, 

Kathy Rohr, and Yvonne Flaherty for taking 

photos. Thank you to Aracely Feighery and 

Chris Fitton and the TOTAL teens who helped 

set up for the reception, Kaitlin Giglio, Michael 

Mallozzi, Matthew O’Callaghan and lastly to 

our altar servers, Antonia Gasparro,  

      Edvardine Joseph, and Katie Romano. 

• Plans for Emmaus 39 are underway. Sopho-

mores, Juniors, and Seniors are welcome to 

attend our retreat the weekend of January 6, 

7, and 8. Space is limited so please send in 

your application and $25 deposit to reserve 

your spot.  

THANK YOU!! 

Thank you for your do-

nations to our Decem-

ber food drive.  The 

tally for our December 

food drive was 968 

food items, 521 of which were the most needed 

items sold after each Mass.  In addition, we col-

lected 10 pounds of produce.  The Milk Fund Col-

lection total was $131. Thank you to the REACH 

students who help sort all food.  A special thanks 

to our volunteers who manned the table after 

each Mass: Honey Secchi, Kathy Jimenez, Shelia 

Rietano, and John Wagner. A debt of gratitude to 

all our parishioners who always respond with 

food donations to help feed our Norwalk hungry 

families. 

 

 

 


