
 

ST. JEROME CHURCH 

23 Half Mile Road  Norwalk, CT 06851   ~  203-847-5349 



SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARTY TIME JANUARY 15, 2017 

SABBATH MASSES 

Saturday 4:00 PM E.S.T. & 4:30 PM D.S.T. 

Sunday  8:00 AM 

 9:15 AM  Young Children's Mass  

             11:00 AM   

 6:00 PM  Teen Mass 

 

DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

Vigil   7:00 PM  

Holy Day  9:00 AM, 7:00 PM 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon-Sat  9:00 AM 

 

HOW TO FIND US…… 

Parish Website:  

www.stjeromenorwalk.org 

 

Parish Email:  norwalkstjerome@cs.com 

 

REACH email:  reachstjerome@optonline.net 

 

Parish Facebook:  

St. Jerome Norwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Facebook:  

 REACH St.Jerome 

 

 

Parish Twitter:  @StJeromeNorwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Twitter: 

@REACHstjerome 

 

 

 Instagram: 

reach.total.stjerome 

 

PASTORAL STAFF 

203-847-5349 

Rev. David Blanchfield, Pastor 

Rev. Rojin Zacharias K.M., Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Michael Hoag, S.J., Weekend Assistant 

Deacon Dean Finch • 203-847-6397 

deacon.dean.finch@gmail.com 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

203-847-5349 

Mrs. Pat Florio, Secretary   

Office Hours, Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (REACH)   

203-846-2111 

Mrs. Kathy Coyne, DRE 

Mrs. Natalie Raduazzo   

Mrs. Kathy Rohr 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY (TOTAL) 

Joe and Daniela OʼCallaghan   

203-847-0321 

jocallaghan@optonline.net  

danielaoc@optonline.net 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

203-847-5349 

Mr. Donald Nelson   

Mrs. Joan McFarland   

 

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 

Robert Yap • 203-246-7447 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Jerry Holdridge • 203-966-3658 

 

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

203-847-3881    Pre K—Grade 8 

139 West Rocks Road 

Norwalk, CT 06851 

Mrs. Linda Dunn, Principal 

 

FAITH DIRECT—ONLINE GIVING 

866-507-8757 www.faithdirect.net 

Sign up using our church code: CT46, or 

by mailing a paper enrollment form available in 

the parish office.  Also available on our website at 

www.stjeromenorwalk.org/Faith-Direct-

enrollment.pdf 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. Jerome Parish, a Ro-

man Catholic community, proclaim our 

belief in the message and mission of Jesus 

Christ.  As disciples of Jesus we are called 

to proclaim the Kingdom of God and to 

work for its values in the local community 

and beyond.  We are committed to:  wor-

ship, religious education, shared faith and 

service.  We welcome all people with re-

spect, acceptance and support. 

Parish Staff 



Altar Flowers 

Altar Flowers may be memorialized for a donation 

of $50.  Please call the Parish Office several 

months prior to your desired date. 

 

Adoration & Silent Prayer  

Every day between 4:00PM and 5:00PM.  

 

Contemplative Prayer  

Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM.  

Come spend some quiet time with the Lord. 

 

Widows’ Support Group 

Meets at 9:30AM on the second Thursday of the 

month in the Kevin Eidt Youth Room. 

Perpetual Novena   

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal takes place 

each Monday following morning Mass 

Rosary & Divine Mercy Prayers 

Monday through Saturday after daily Mass 

Baptisms Please call the parish office to 

schedule.  

Required Pre-Baptism Please contact  

Deacon Dean Finch at 203-847-6397 to arrange. 

Class is required for the first child baptized at  

St. Jerome. 

Reconciliation  One hour before vigil on 

Saturday.  Also anytime by appointment. 

Marriages  Please contact the Rectory at least 

six months in advance. 

Anointing of the Sick  takes place on the first 

Wednesday of each month, immediately following the 

9:00 AM Mass,  in the sanctuary.  Anyone with an 

ongoing medical condition or who is seriously ill, 

anticipating a medical procedure or operation, is 

welcome to come. 

Gluten Free Hosts are available at all Masses. If 

you require a gluten-free host, please see the 

officiating priest before Mass.  

 

LITURGICAL ENVIRONMENT  

COMMITTEE  

Volunteers are needed to help plan 

and design the liturgical space each 

week. Two members of the Liturgy 

Committee will work with this group to guide what is 

needed for each liturgical season of the year. 

Volunteers only need to have an interest in and talent 

for flowers and design.  It may be possible to plan for 

several weeks or an entire liturgical season (Advent, 

Lent for example) in one meeting with other volunteers 

to set up each week. Please contact Fr David or 

Suzanne Calnon (203-847-6826) if you are able to 

help.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1/14 9:00 am for Emmaus 39 candidiates 

   (parish of St. Jerome) 

    

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:00 pm  Gregory Willmott 

   (Phil & Pat Florio) 

    

SECOND SUNDAY ON ORDINARY TIME 

1/15 8:00 am Annette Longmuir 

   (Marlene & Vincent DePanfilis) 

 

 9:15 am  Gail Strazza  

   (Strazza family) 

  

 11:00 am        Angelo Palermo (20th Ann.) 

   (wife & family) 

    

 6:00 pm  John Butler 

   (Zita Sebastian) 

    

    

1/16 9:00 am        Raffaela Spagnulo 

   (Patricia Spagnulo) 

             

1/17 9:00 am Angelina Tucci (2nd Ann.) 

   (Esty Tucci, daughter-in-law)) 

    

1/18 9:00 am for the People 

       

1/19 9:00 am for our college students 

   (parish of St. Jerome)  

    

1/20 9:00 am Deceased parents 

    

1/21 9:00 am Giuseppina Taccone 

   (Michelle Cihal) 

    

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:00 pm  Audrey Coppola 

   (Cornacchio family) 

    

THIRD SUNDAY ON ORDINARY TIME 

1/22 8:00 am Agnes Guider 

   (Grace & Jim DeCarlo) 

 

 9:15 am  Kara Korlakas  

   (L’Archevesque family) 

  

 11:00 am        James J. Ruggiero, Jr. 

   (JoAnn Piacentini) 

    

 6:00 pm  Kevin Eidt 

   (parents, Chris & Helen) 

    

   

   

                                   



 In Sunday's First Reading Israel, the servant of the Lord, has the mission to bring the people back to the Lord. 

But wait! There's more: "It is too little, the Lord says, for you to be my servant, to raise up the tribes of Jacob& I will 

make you a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth." Not only is the "Servant of the 

Lord" to restore and gather the Jewish survivors from their capture and exile to Babylon, he also will be Savior of the 

world. And this "Servant" is a foreshadowing of Jesus as the Messiah of the whole world. 

 We next hear from Paul, the great evangelizer of Jesus' worldwide mission of salvation. In the Second Reading 

Paul's greeting to the Christians in the city of Corinth could just as well be written to us today: “Paul& to the church of 

God that is in Norwalk, made up of those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, called holy.” I would ask the chil-

dren in grades 4, 5, and 6 at the 10:30 am REACH Mass to raise their hands if they thought they were "holy." Few 

hands went up. I had to remind them they already were "holy." At our baptisms, we got a great big dousing of the Holy 

Spirit. You and I were plunged into Holy Spirit. We ended up with that "new car" smell of the Holy Spirit. We were 

made holy. 

 Then in the Gospel we hear of the baptism of Jesus. John the Baptist proclaims of Jesus, "Behold, the Lamb of 

God, who takes away the sin of the world." I hear this before Communion at every Mass with auto-pilot hearing and 

begin my memorized response as if a bell had been rung. But exactly what does "Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes 

away the sin of the world" mean? 

What do I know about lambs? They are pure, white, fluffy, and defenseless. Lambs don’t seem able to notice 

danger very easily. They follow where they’re led, even to execution. In the 1991 film Silence of the Lambs the impris-

oned psychopath Dr. Lecter gets FBI agent Clarice Starling to talk about how she still wakes at night hearing the cry of 

the lambs as they were led to slaughter on her uncle’s farm. John’s use of the metaphor of the lamb in reference to 

Jesus is meant to inspire in us a similar empathy.  

What did the Jews of Jesus’ time know about lambs? A lot. Many were shepherds. Jewish law mandated that a 

lamb had to be killed at least once a year, at Passover. The sacrifice of a lamb proved how serious you were about 

atoning for your sins. Such a sacrifice cost the shepherd big time. Lambs were money. This was serious Offertory giv-

ing. Saying Jesus is the Lamb of God is a shorthand way of telling us that Jesus is God’s most precious gift, God’s 

own self. And He gives Jesus to the world so that we might know how serious God is about us.  

In looking up this Gospel I came across something linguistically interesting, a play on words. “Talya,” the Ara-

maic word for sheep, is the same word used for "servant." Those to whom John the Baptist spoke would have known 

it, too. Jesus, then, is the servant who takes away the sin of the world. "Talya" or "servant" also would be a surprising 

reminder of the First Reading and "the Servant of the Lord."  

And remember the First Reading when John the Baptist says, "Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the 

sin of the world." It is the sin “of the world” that Jesus takes away, meaning all humanity's sins. This was a tough con-

cept for the ancient Jews who thought of themselves as God's "chosen people." Today some struggle with the idea 

that God’s love and mercy are so extravagant that they are poured out for absolutely anyone and everyone. Some 

Christians prefer an "us vs. them" attitude: If you’re not one of "us," no heaven for you!  

There is an odd line in this Gospel that I had to look up. John says "A man is coming after me who ranks be-

fore me because he existed before me." In Jewish tradition, prophets and patriarchs who came earlier in Jewish his-

tory ranked higher than those who came later. So Abraham is first and foremost. Later prophets were regarded as 

great, but not greater than Abraham. Here John announces that Jesus ranks before John himself because Jesus ex-

isted before John. He is saying that Jesus is more than simply the latest in a long line of prophets. Jesus is more, more 

than John, more than anyone can imagine, the Son of God.  

Bottom line: John the Baptist gives the crowd confidence in Jesus and hands off to Him the authority that the 

crowd perceived in John. John the Baptist was a witness. His role was to point to Jesus and say “He is the One! He is 

the Man!” I am instantly reminded of Pilate's "Behold the Man!" And I remember people who gave me confidence and 

direction.  

A high school teacher's example influenced me to want to be a teacher, something I had never imagined. A 

college prof got me going on winning a grad school fellowship, something I had never imagined. Another helped me 

get into Columbia grad school, something I had never imagined. An Army buddy showed me the categories bred into 

me were stereotypes, something I had never imagined. A whisper induced me to surrender my will, something I had 

never imagined. AA pointed me to back to faith, something I had never imagined. A good priest in Confession relieved 

me of my over-whelming guilt and toward reconciliation, something I had never imagined. A community organizer 

pointed me to CONECT, something I had never imagined. My wife, Florence, helped me in more ways than I can 

count at very many turns in my life, to things I had never imagined, to get married, to have children, to get sober, to 

know that everything works out, to shut up and pray hard. Some of the biggest changes in my life were not initiated by 

me, but by others or circumstances. Looking back, I now can see the hand of God using others and using circum-

stances to change me so I could stretch and grow. Now the way I choose to live my life can point the way just as pow-

erfully as John the Baptist did.  



   

WEEKLY OFFERTORY SUMMARY 

January 8, 2017                  $2,520 

January total to date     $14,282 

January offertory budget     $56,000 

As always, thank you for your  

generous support of our parish.   

For the first half of the fiscal year (July 1, 2016—

December 31, 2016) actual offertory exceeded budget 

offertory by about $5,000.  (274K versus 269K).  

Thank you! 

 

“All Saints Catholic School:  

A Community of Faith, Knowl-

edge and Service.” 

 Did you know our children attend 

daily religion classes, perform com-

munity service and attend Mass in our school 

chapel?  

Our annual celebration of Catholic Schools Week 

begins Sunday, January 29.  Come see what makes 

All Saints Catholic School exceptional at one of our 

open houses: Sunday January 29th 12-2pm, Mon-

day and Tues .January 30 and 31 from 8:30am-

10am. 139 West Rocks Road, Norwalk.  For more 

information, visit www.allsaintsnorwalk.com.   

 

OUR LADY OF FATIMA CATHOLIC 

SCHOOL-WILTON, SUNDAY, JANU-

ARY 29th  OPEN HOUSE from 10:30 

A.M. to 2:00 P.M.   

Join the students and faculty for a guided 

tour and the opportunity to register for 

fall 2017. Programs offered include Pre K3-Grade 

8.  Recognized as a National Blue Ribbon 

School, the school offers small class sizes that allow 

for mastery of core academic concepts, achieving ex-

cellence beyond standardized testing norms, STEM 

curriculum, and a nurturing environment. The school 

opens at 7:30 a.m. for convenient drop off and a flexi-

ble after-school program is available until 6:00 

p.m.  For admissions information, please contact Stan 

Steele, Principal at 203-762-8100 or visit 

www.olfcatholic.org. 

Pray for those who bravely 

serve our country in the mili-

tary and those deployed in 

dangerous locations. Thank 

God for those who have re-

turned home safely.  Our service people include: 

 

Spec. Jason Kulik, United States Army 

 

If you or a family member are on active duty and 

would like to be prayed for, please let the office 

k n o w  ( 2 0 3 - 8 4 7 - 5 3 4 9  o r 

reachstjerome@optonline.net)   

 

JANUARY FOOD 

DRIVE IS  

NEXT WEEKEND:  

JAN. 21-22 

For our January Food 

Drive, we will be collecting 

one item:  CANNED 

H E A R T Y  S O U P 

EE.Soup is always a 

welcomed gift for families who rely on Norwalk’s food 

pantries, particularly in the Winter.  Please drop off 

your donations to the hallway at any time.  After each 

Mass, volunteers will accept cash donations of $5.00 

to buy and add to the delivery of our collection to our 

local pantries. 

TWEETS OF THE WEEK 

@Pontifex “There can be no true 

peace if everyone claims always and 

exclusively his or her own rights, with-

out caring for the good of others.” 

@BishopCaggiano  “Love is not doing whatever 

someone may want from us.  Rather, true love is 

freely offering them what is good for them.” 

@JameMartinSJ “Gospel:  Why was Jesus bap-

tized?  He is sinless.  Perhaps to stand publicly 

with the rest of us, who need repentance.  To 

stand in line with us.” 



January 15—no classes 

January 22—Grades 1-6 meet at the 9:15 

 Mass followed by class.  

 Grades 7-8 meet in the evening 

• TOTAL meets tonight after the 6:00 Mass with 

auditions for the Fourteen Steps. Auditions are 

held for the lead roles. All teens are encouraged 

to be a part of this beautiful presentation as a 

member of the crowd, a reader, or part of the tech 

crew. 

• Last weekend 12 teens from St. Jerome and St. 

Philip attended the Emmaus retreat at the Seton 

Neumann Center in Danbury. The weekend was 

filled with lots of love, prayer, fun, friendship and 

lots and lots of food! Thank you to the team who 

helped make the weekend a success. It was great 

to have some of our graduates and senior TOTAL 

members on the team helping with Kara, Liturgy, 

as table leaders, and in the kitchen. The teens in 

attendance were Keegan Agostino, Kristen Beau-

monte, Jason Gorman, Jake Guaglione, AJ Hall, 

John Markow, Denisse Mejia, Mary Mottolese, 

Sean Murawski, Luca Piacenza, Holly Rybnick, 

and Jack Spahr. 

• The 30 Hour Famine at St. Philips will be held on 

February 25 and 26. See other bulletin notice. 

• On Saturday, January 28

th

, the teens of TOTAL 

will participate in our third annual scarf project, 

part of St. Jerome’s tradition called “Keep Jesus 

Warm”. The teens will be tying scarves to trees 

and poles around town to raise awareness for 

homelessness and to encourage donations to the 

homeless shelter. Please place your donations of 

the above items in the marked bins in the hallway 

through February. Monetary donations can also 

be made to the Open Door Shelter. 

• Freshmen – Information about small group 

classes for Confirmation will be sent out soon. 

Classes will be held during lent. 

 RECLINER NEEDED!!! 

If you have a “Gently Used” recliner 

to donate, please contact Barbara 

Bagnato of the Social Concerns 

Committee. A local family is in need 

of recliner approximately 42 inches 

in width.  Details on the Social Con-

cerns Bulletin Board.  Thank you. 

****IMPORTANT NOTICE**** 

New Weekday Severe Weather Policy 

We have developed a policy that safe-guards our pa-

rishioners and will allow time for our parish contrac-

tors to clear the property during storms. 

When the Norwalk Public Schools are closed—

Daily Mass will be cancelled for the day. 

When the Norwalk Public Schools are delayed—

we will have Daily Mass but ask that you please 

use your judgment and extreme caution. 

 

St. Philip will once 

again host the 

World Vision 30 

Hour Famine during the weekend of  Feb 25-26.  

This year, the primary fund-raising goal will be to gain 

donations of at least $5,000 BEFORE the Famine 

takes place in order to conduct our main service pro-

ject, which is packing meals through the “Stop Hunger 

Now” organization. We have to pay for the meals that 

we pack. Each meal costs 50 CENTS and can feed a 

family of six at one sitting. So if we raise $5,000 be-

fore the Famine, we can purchase and pack 10,000 

meals! Please make checks payable to St. Philip and 

write “St. Jerome meal packing” in the memo. Checks 

or cash can be dropped in the 30 Hour Famine boxes 

in the hallway and the back of the church. 

     Every little bit helps so please check your couch 

seats, coat pockets, and automobile consoles for any 

spare change!       If you have any questions, please 

email us at stphilipfamine@gmail.com or contact 

Daniela O’Callaghan at danielaoc@optonline.net. 

KEEP JESUS WARM 

with your  

DONATIONS  

Two years ago, our teens took 

part in a scarf tying project af-

ter seeing a Facebook post with scarves tied around 

trees with the caption: “Hundreds of hats and 

scarves have been spotted in cities that are experi-

encing freezing temps this winter. The message at-

tached to one scarf says:  

"I am not lost! If you are stuck out in the cold, please 

take this to keep warm!" 

Saturday, 1/28, they will do it again. 

You can also help raise awareness by ty-

ing a brightly colored scarf to the tree in 

front of your house with a note saying, 

“DONATE TO THE HOMELESS SHELTER!” 

St. Jerome will be collecting winter 

scarves, hats, gloves, jackets, new under-

wear and new socks  in the marked bins in 

the hallway through February. 


