
 

ST. JEROME CHURCH               

23 Half Mile Road  Norwalk, CT 06851   ~  203-847-5349 



4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT & NATIVITY OF THE LORD  DECEMBER 24 & 25, 2017 

SABBATH MASSES 

Saturday 4:00 PM  

Sunday  8:00 AM 

 9:15 AM  Young Children's Mass  

             11:00 AM   

 6:00 PM  Teen Mass 

 

DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

Vigil   7:00 PM  

Holy Day  9:00 AM, 7:00 PM 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon-Sat  9:00 AM 

 

HOW TO FIND US…… 

Parish Website:  

www.stjeromenorwalk.org 

 

Parish Email:  norwalkstjerome@cs.com 

 

REACH email:  reachstjerome@optonline.net 

 

Parish Facebook:  

St. Jerome Norwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Facebook:  

 REACH St.Jerome 

 

 

Parish Twitter:  @StJeromeNorwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Twitter: 

@REACHstjerome 

 

 

 Instagram: 

reach.total.stjerome 

 

PASTORAL STAFF 

203-847-5349 

Rev. David Blanchfield, Pastor 

Rev. Rojin Karickal, Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Michael Hoag, S.J., Weekend Assistant 

Deacon Dean Finch • 203-847-6397 

           dean.william.finch@gmail.com 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

203-847-5349 

Mrs. Pat Florio, Secretary   

Office Hours, Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (REACH)   

203-846-2111 

Mrs. Kathy Coyne, DRE 

Mrs. Natalie Raduazzo   

Mrs. Kathy Rohr 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY (TOTAL) 

Joe and Daniela OʼCallaghan   

203-847-0321 

jocallaghan@optonline.net  

danielaoc@optonline.net 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

203-847-5349 

Mr. Donald Nelson   

 

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 

Dan Loch • 203-846-3980 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Jerry Holdridge • 203-966-3658 

 

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

203-847-3881    Pre K—Grade 8 

139 West Rocks Road 

Norwalk, CT 06851 

Mrs. Linda Dunn, Principal 

 

FAITH DIRECT—ONLINE GIVING 

866-507-8757 www.faithdirect.net 

Sign up using our church code: CT46, or 

by mailing a paper enrollment form available in 

the parish office.  Also available on our website at 

www.stjeromenorwalk.org/Faith-Direct-

enrollment.pdf 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. Jerome Parish, a Ro-

man Catholic community, proclaim our 

belief in the message and mission of Jesus 

Christ.  As disciples of Jesus we are called 

to proclaim the Kingdom of God and to 

work for its values in the local community 

and beyond.  We are committed to:  wor-

ship, religious education, shared faith and 

service.  We welcome all people with re-

spect, acceptance and support. 

Parish Staff 



Altar Flowers 

Altar Flowers may be memorialized for a donation 

of $50.  Please call the Parish Office several 

months prior to your desired date. 

 

Adoration & Silent Prayer  

Every day between 4:00PM and 5:00PM.  

 

Contemplative Prayer  

Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM.  

Come spend some quiet time with the Lord. 

 

Widows’ Support Group 

Meets at 9:30AM on the second Thursday of the 

month in the Kevin Eidt Youth Room. 

 

Perpetual Novena   

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal takes place 

each Monday following morning Mass 

 

Rosary & Divine Mercy Prayers 

Monday through Saturday after daily Mass 

 

Baptisms Please call the parish office during 

regular office hours to schedule. 

 

Required Pre-Baptism   Class is required for 

the first child baptized at St. Jerome. 

 

Reconciliation  One hour before vigil on 

Saturday.  Also anytime by appointment. 

 

Marriages  Please contact the Parish Office at 

least six months in advance. 

 

Anointing of the Sick  First Wednesday of 

each month, immediately following the 9:00 AM Mass,  

in the sanctuary.  Anyone with an ongoing medical 

condition or who is seriously ill, anticipating a medical 

procedure or operation, is welcome to come. 

 

Gluten Free Hosts are available at all Masses. If 

you require a gluten-free host, please see the 

officiating priest before Mass.  

 

Bringing up the Gifts at Mass If the Mass 

intention has been requested by you or for your loved 

ones, and you would like to bring up the Gifts at the 

Offertory, please let the ushers know that you are 

present and would like to bring up the gifts.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12/23 9:00 am for those suffering lonliness 

                                 through the holidays 

    

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:00 pm  Anthony DeSantis 

   (family)   

   

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

12/24 8:00 am for our Parishioners  

    

 9:15 am         Christopher Hauptman 

   (Howe family) 

    

          11:00 am Marian Kuczo 

   (family) 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

 4:00 pm Angela Ferrone 

 

 6:00 pm James Pellegrino  

   (family) 

   & Chris Groener 

   (Family) 

 

 10:00 pm Wally Regan 

   (family) 

 

  

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD   

12/25   8:00 am      Msgr. Thaddeus F Malanowski 

 (Claudis & Phil Uva) 

 

          11:00 am Giuseppe Giglio 

 (wife & family) 

 

          12:30 pm Vincent Mendoza, Jr. 

 (Sarah & Teodocio Lopez) 

 

12/26  9:00 am for thePeople 

  

12/27 9:00 am for our Service men & women  

    

12/28 9:00 am Allen Doppke 

   (Jim & Nicole Tobin) 

    

12/29 9:00 am Claire Bork 

   (Mary Holland) 

 

12/30 9:00 am for First Responders 

   

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:00 pm  Mary Chuba 

   (Judi & Bob Dennehy) 

     

THE HOLY FAMILY - JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH 

12/31 8:00 am for our Parishioners  

    

 9:15 am         Christopher Hauptman 

   (Licek family) 

    

          11:00 am for the safety of all travellers 

   

 6:00 pm for peace in 2018 

  



Amazing, the Fourth Sunday of Advent and Christmas Eve Day!  

 

Anyone who has heard me preach at a funeral knows that one of my favorite themes is 

that life is filled with mystery. Any number of times, I have done a funeral for a World War 

II veteran who was lucky, or rather blessed, to make it out alive. Had they not, the four 

generations present at the particular funeral would not exist. Now that speaks to the 

mystery present in all our lives. 

 

The reason I love Advent and Christmas more than any other time of the liturgical year is 

that these days are filled with mystery and wonder for those gifted with the eyes of Faith. 

The season shouts out: light in darkness, peace among peoples. It proclaims the coming 

of a love that cradles us, holds us, cherishes us. 

 

This morning, (I am writing this on December 15

th

) the reflection for the day in ‘GIVE US 

THIS DAY’ was written by Fr.Kevin O’Brien. He captures the theology of Christmas bet-

ter than I. He says “Sometimes we so remove God from earthly concerns, that God be-

comes irrelevant to our daily life. We reserve the holy only for moments in Church. When 

we make God so remote, we miss the good news of the Incarnation that we anticipate in 

Advent. When God became one of us in Jesus, the sacred and the secular, the holy and 

the mundane, became one. The Incarnation (The Word becoming Flesh) unites all that is 

human with Jesus.” 

 

So, ask for the gift of being able to see deep within both your own heart for the divine 

presence that is everywhere for those with the eyes to see. 

 

Have a blessed Christmas! 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JEROME……. 

 

 

   Sunday   12/24 Christmas Eve Masses - 

       4:00pm, 6:00pm (with Nativity Pageant), 10:00pm 

   Monday  12/25 Merry Christmas!! 

       Masses at 8:00am, 11:00am, 12:30pm 

   Tuesday  12/26  

   Wednesday  12/27 Contemplative Prayer 7:00 PM 

       Women’s Scripture Group 7:30 PM 

   Thursday  12/28  

   Friday   12/29  



 WEEKLY OFFERTORY SUMMARY 

December 10, 2017                  $4,437 

     (including Confirmation) 

December 17, 2017        $4,119 

Faith Direct for December                          $27,379 

December total to date     $43,252 

December  Offertory Budget    $63,748 

 (including Christmas) 

As always, thank you for your  

generous donations to our parish!! 

We pray for those who bravely serve our country 

in the military and those deployed in dangerous 

locations. Thank God for those who have returned 

home safely.  Our service people include: 

 

Spec. Jason Kulik, United States Army 

PFC Andrew Chimento, United States Army  

PFC Devon Barker, United States Army 

LCpl. Jack H. Whitney,  USMC 

 

 THANK YOU FOR 

YOUR DONATIONS  

Thank you for your gener-

ous contributions to our 

December food drive and 

milk fund collection!   The 

total number of food items 

collected was 1,143 items, 759 of which were the 

most needed items sold after Masses.  The Milk 

Fund Collection total was $84.  Special thanks to 

the very helpful REACH student and his mom who 

stayed to help sort and bag the food, and Kathy 

Jimenez's efforts.   In addition, thank you to those 

volunteers who staffed the table in the hallway:  Re-

becca Sweeney, Lorraine Larkin, Sheila Rietano, 

and John Wagner.  The tradition of giving from our 

St. Jerome community results in feeding our food-

deprived neighbors all year long.  Your participation 

is greatly appreciated.   

Prayer for Safety  

for All Travelers  

Sweet Jesus we pray, Your 

heavenly protection upon all 

traveling this Blessed Christ-

mas Season...please guide them to their destina-

tions and bring them all safe back home. Protect 

their travels and their homes and may this Blessed 

Christmas bring a deeper love and devotion to 

Your Most Sacred Heart...Amen.  

Peace on Earth 

Crèches of the 

World  features many 

items from the museum’s 

own collection, including its 

recent acquisitions of Polish szopki, stone sculp-

tures from Zimbabwe, and Hummel figurines. 

Also included are crèches on loan from Glencairn 

Museum (Pennsylvania), the International Marian 

Research Institute at the University of Dayton 

(Ohio), the Loyola University Museum of Art 

(Illinois), and Saint Joseph’s Oratory of Mount 

Royal (Québec). 

The museum will also feature its annual Christ-

mas Tree Festival, beginning December 2, 2017. 

This popular display of two dozen Christmas 

Trees showcases the imagination and talent of 

Connecticut elementary schoolchildren who cre-

ate handmade ornaments and trim in their class-

rooms then travel to the museum to tour the 

Christmas exhibit and decorate a tree. 

Visit the Knights of Columbus Museum 1 State 

Street New Haven  Open daily 10-5 

 

HOLIDAY OFFICE CLOSURES 

The Parish and Religious Education offices will 

be closed for the holidays from December 22nd 

through January 1st.  We will reopen on January 

2nd.   

TWEETS OF THE WEEK 

 

@Pontifex “May the Lord grant us 

the wisdom to seek that which is 

worthwhile and to love, not with 

our words but with our actions.” 

 

@BishopCaggiano “Since we live in a time 

when there is much division, anxiety and sad-

ness, sharing the gift of joy is a powerful way to 

lead our neighbor to encounter the merciful, 

healing power of Christ.” 

 

@JamesMartinSJ “Gospel:  Joseph is like all of 

us.  He is tasked with accepting initially confus-

ing and difficult news.  Then he looks to God for 

confidence.  Finally, like his wife Mary, he is able 

to say ”yes,” and surrender to the future that 

God has in store for him—and us.  Be like Jo-

seph. ”  



• TOTAL meets on January 7

th

. The TOTAL 

team would like to wish you all a 

blessed, peaceful, and joyful Christmas and a 

happy and healthy New Year. 

• TOTAL would like to thank the parish for their 

tremendous support with the NIGHT IN A BOX 

project. We collected 10 bins full of toiletries 

and bought socks, hats and gloves, blankets, 

towels, and special cozy, holiday blankets for 

children, for the Open Door Shelter. We also 

raised $3,500!! Dianne Turchick and Monica 

Harrington dropped off our collections at the 

Open Door Shelter last week. Thank you again 

for your help in making this a successful event. 

Since NIGHT IN A BOX started 5 years ago, 

we have collected $16,400 for the Open Door 

Shelter. 

• Applications are being accepted for Emmaus 

40 taking place on January 12, 13, and 14. 

This weekend is open to sophomores, juniors, 

and seniors. If you are interested in attending, 

please contact Joe or Daniela O’Callaghan. 

Space is limited so please send in your deposit 

and application as soon as possible� 

 

ALL VOLUNTEERS MUST COMPLETE  

VIRTUS TRAINING!!   

SAFE ENVIRONMENTS 

All volunteers 18 years and over must be in com-

pliance with the diocesan mandate.     

P l e a s e  s e e  t h e  V I RTUS  w e b s i t e 

(www.virtusonline.org) click “First-time registrant”, 

click “view a list of sessions”, search ‘Bridgeport, CT 

(Diocese)”. 

Some upcoming training dates: 

St. Catherine of Siena  (Riverside) 1/8/18 7:00 PM 

Assumption (Westport) 1/13/18 9:30 AM 

HONOR WAY 

Deadline extended 

Our Honor way is looking beautiful 

out front—please stop by and take 

a look.  We will be selling a sec-

ond run of bricks—limited to 70 

“first come, first served!”  We will 

only be selling the 4x8 sized 

bricks.  $125 per brick.  Deadline is the end of 

2017.  We want to have these bricks ready to be 

installed in the spring! 

 

 

 

 

One of our former 11:00 Mass greeters is in need 

of a ride to the 11:00 Mass each week.  She lives 

on Starlight drive near Wolfpit school.  Please 

contact Jeanne Tarrant if you can help.  203-847-

9480 

 

2018 Catholic Calendars are now available! 

Many thanks to Magner Funeral Home for cover-

ing the cost of the calendars for our parish!  

 

Mercy Learning 

Center is seek-

ing volunteers!! 

 

Since 1987, Mercy Learning Center has provided 

basic literacy and life skills training to low income 

women in the Greater Bridgeport area.  MLC is 

open Monday-Friday from 8:00-5:00.  We are 

seeking volunteers to teach English Language 

Learners as well as basic adult reading and math 

in its one-on-one or small group tutoring program.  

The commitment is twice per week for two hours,  

No experience is necessary.  Training and Mate-

rials are provided.  Upcoming New Tutor training 

will take place soon : 

Friday, January 5 & Friday, January 26th from 

9:00-3:00 with lunch provided.   

Please contact Lynn Gabriel or Erica Hoffman to 

register.  203-334-6699 or 

Lynn.gabriel@mercylearingcenter.org 

Erica.hoffman@mercylearningcenter.org 

Mercy Learning Center is located at 637 Park 

Ave. in Bridgeport. 

 

Next Classes, January 7th 

Grades K-6 9:15 Mass followed by class 

Grades 7-8 check your email 

 

The REACH office would like to wish all of our 

families a wonderful and blessed Christmas.  May 

peace and love surround. 


