
St. Jerome Church 

23 Half Mile Road  Norwalk, CT 06851                                 203-847-5349 



FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT/NATIVITY OF THE LORD DECEMBER 21 & 25, 2014 

 

 

SABBATH MASSES 

Saturday 4:00 PM E.S.T. & 4:30 PM D.S.T. 

Sunday  8:00 AM 

 9:15 AM  Young Childrenʼs Mass 

 11:00 AM   

 6:00 PM  Teen Mass 

 

DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

Vigil   7:00 PM  

Holy Day  9:00 AM, 7:00 PM 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon-Sat  9:00 AM 

 

HOW TO FIND US…… 

Parish Website:  

www.stjeromenorwalk.org 

 

Parish Email:  

norwalkstjerome@cs.com 

 

REACH email:   

reachstjerome@optonline.net 

 

Facebook: St. Jerome Norwalk 

 

Twitter:  @StJeromeNorwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Facebook:  

REACH St.Jerome 

 

REACH & TOTAL Twitter: 

@REACHstjerome 

PASTORAL STAFF 

203-847-5349 

Rev. David Blanchfield, Pastor 

Rev. Joseph Palacino, Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Michael Hoag, S.J., Sunday Assistant 

Deacon Dean Finch • 203-246-3501 

deacon.dean.finch@gmail.com 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

203-847-5349 

Mrs. Pat Florio, Secretary   

Office Hours, Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (REACH)   

203-846-2111 

Mrs. Kathy Coyne, DRE 

Mrs. Anne Groener 

Mrs. Natalie Raduazzo   

Mrs. Kathy Rohr 

Facebook (REACH St.Jerome)   

Twitter (@REACHstjerome) 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY (TOTAL) 

Joe and Daniela OʼCallaghan   

203-847-0321 

jocallaghan@optonline.net  

danielaoc@optonline.net 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

203-847-5349 

Mr. Donald Nelson   

Mrs. Joan McFarland   

 

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 

Dan Loch  • 203-846-3980 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Jerry Holdridge • 203-966-3658 

 

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

203-847-3881 

139 West Rocks Road 

Norwalk, CT 06851 

Mrs. Linda Dunn, Principal 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. Jerome Parish, a 

Roman Catholic community, proclaim 

our belief in the message and mission of 

Jesus Christ.  As disciples of Jesus we are 

called to proclaim the Kingdom of God 

and to work for its values in the local 

community and beyond.  We are com-

mitted to:  worship, religious education, 

shared faith and service.  We welcome 

all people with respect, acceptance and 

support. 

Parish Staff 



Altar Flowers 

December 20/21—in memory of the DeRosa 

family given by Anna Pesce. 

Altar Flowers may be memorialized for a donation 

of $50.  Please call the Parish Office several 

months prior to your desired date. 

 

Adoration & Silent Prayer Every day 

between 4:00PM and 5:00PM.  

 

Contemplative Prayer Wednesday evening 

at 7:00 PM and Friday morning at 7:00 AM.  

Come spend some quiet time with the Lord. 

 

Perpetual Novena  Our Lady of the 

Miraculous Medal takes place each Monday 

following morning Mass 

 

Rosary & Divine Mercy Prayers 

Monday through Saturday after daily Mass 

 

Baptisms Every fourth Sunday at 12:15.  

Please call the parish office to schedule.  

 

Required Pre-Baptism Please contact  

Deacon Dean Finch at 203-246-3501 to arrange. 

Class is required for the first child baptized at  

St. Jerome. 

 

Reconciliation  One hour before vigil on 

Saturday.  Also Anytime by appointment 

 

Marriages  Please contact the Rectory at least 

six months in advance. 

 

Anointing of the Sick  takes place on the first 

Wednesday of each month, immediately following 

the 9:00 AM Mass,  in the sanctuary.  Anyone 

with an ongoing medical condition or who is 

seriously ill, anticipating a medical procedure or 

operation, is welcome to come. 

 

12/20 9:00 am Vicenzo Iannone, Jr. 

   (the Family) 

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY  

 4:00 pm Anthony DeSantis 

   (the Family)  

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

12/21 8:00 am Susan Farcas 

   (Marian Ainsworth) 

 9:15 am Harry Clark 

   (Tom & Sheila Reitano) 

 11:00 am Michael Andreozzi  

   (the Family) 

           6:00 pm        Francesco DiCostanzo 

                                (the Family) 

 

12/22 9:00 am Patrick & Angie Mattera 

   (Angelo Mattera) 

12/23 9:00 am Lucille Zobel 

   (daughter, Allia) 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

12/24 9:00 am for the People 

 4:00 pm     Angela Ferrone 

   (Lee Kuczo) 

 6:00 pm Chris Groener (8th Ann.) 

   (the Family) 

         10:30 pm Wally Regan 

   (the Family) 

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 

12/25 8:00 am Daniel LaRusso 

   (the Family) 

         11:00 am Giuseppe Giglio 

   (Wife & Family) 

         12:30 pm our Parishioners & Families 

12/26 9:00 am Sr. Rosalie McNaughtonFMM 

   (Bob & Judi Dennehy) 

 

12/27 9:00 am Jerry Cano 

   (Donna King) 

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY  

 4:00 pm Stephen Vicenzi 

   (Betty & Harry Voutsinas)  

HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, & JOSEPH 

12/28 8:00 am for Families  

 9:15 am Dorothy Callahan 

   (Lucille Gagne) 

 11:00 am Robert Iannacone  

   (Angela McGovern) 

           6:00 pm        Bianchina CArdillo 

                                (Ralph & Laurie Corasiniti) 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 2014-2015 

****There are many available times for 

Mass intentions.  Please drop by or call the 

Parish Office. 



 

 

Christmas Random Thoughts 

 

     I am writing this on December 15

th

, some of you will read it on the 4

th

 

Sunday of Advent, others on Christmas itself. Regardless of when you 

read it, today is about the mystery we call Christmas. 

     In my early years of being a priest, I worried over the Christmas homily. 

How do you take the wonder of the Incarnation - the Word becoming flesh- and put it into words 

that will move people. As a rule, theology cannot do that task, it is several steps removed from 

the grounding experience. So, each year I started looking for a new Christmas story or a new 

Christmas Carol. Let me add, that it is really, really hard for someone in our day and age to cre-

ate one (story or carol) and still honor the depth and the mystery of the original experience. 

     This year I got both. In fact I have to choose from among four Carols. My goal is always to use 

both as my Christmas homily. So let me tell you the four carols in contention, the story will have 

to wait until Christmas Eve itself. 

     I have always loved choirs and the music of Christmas. This year I discovered a new group, 

CANTUS, that I heard on the PRARIE HOME COMPANION radio program. Cantus is a nine man 

professional group based in St. Paul, Minnesota, that tours the country. They are superb as are 

many of their arrangements. (A good arrangement can take a song you have heard many times 

and give it new life.) Three of their songs moved me on different levels. Two I had heard before: 

one a combination of ‘Pat a Pan’ and ‘Drummer Boy’, the other ‘Rise Up Shepherds and Follow’.  

(As an aside, I can’t believe any form of drummer boy made the final count, but the arrangement 

is spectacular.) The third Carol that I had never heard, was a Huron Indian one with the words by 

a French Jesuit. The whole piece haunts me and that is supposed to happen to you at Christmas. 

The whole piece is filled with mystery both in words and music.  

     Then last night I asked our 7

th

 and 8

th

 graders to give me a review on still another Carol “Mary 

Did You Know”? This one is done by the contemporary group PENTATONIX. To my astonish-

ment the kids knew the group and thought they were cool. Imagine my surprise.  So, I have 

blessing in abundance this year. 

     The reason I pick a story and a Carol is that they can capture the beauty and illusiveness that 

is Christmas. In the turning point of the story of how our God deals with the human race, out of 

profound love the Father sends His only beloved Son. Jesus comes to do so much: to be with us, 

to guide us, to comfort and challenge us, to save us, to shepherd us. He enters into the human 

condition and makes it holy. For thirty years he walks among us and then He dies, is Raised ,and 

goes back to the Father, giving us the Holy Spirit to be His presence in the community we call the 

Church, the body of Christ, the People of God. 

     Often the presence of Jesus is missed. But he is present in the heart and depth of life.  

When anyone responds to the Grace of God in any way the mystery of God in the world is 

made visible. 

     So, tell stories, and listen to carols, and pay attention to how your heart and spirit respond. 

When you are moved stop, and give thanks for the great gift of the coming of Jesus that make all 

good gifts possible. 

     One last observation, notice both the Christmas trees on our property. They have new lights 

put on by the Kuczo sons. The trees are so filled with color it is as if they are alive. Both of them 

speak to me of the depth of creation that the Father made good, and Jesus, in the Holy Spirit, 

made holy. 

     Have a blessed Christmas and know you are in my prayers.  



Sun., 12/21  REACH grades 1-6 after 9:15 Mass 

          Children’s Pageant Rehearsal 11:30 

          TOTAL meets after 6:00 PM Mass  

Mon., 12/22 Women’s Scripture &Prayer 9:30 AM 

          New altar server training 6:00 PM  

Tues., 12/23      

Wed., 12/24 Christmas Eve   

Thurs.,12/25 Christmas Day 

Fri., 12/26  Contemplative Prayer 7:00 AM 

Sat., 12/27- Men’s Ministry 7:00 AM 

                   

 

WEEKLY OFFERTORY SUMMARY 

December 14, 2014       $4,733 

Faith Direct for December     $21,832 

December total to date    $40,077 

December offertory budget    $67,250 

     (including Christmas) 

As always, thank you for your generous support 

of our parish. 

ONLINE GIVING—FAITH FIRECT - In this sea-

son of Advent, we are continuously preparing our-

selves for the celebration of Christ's birth into this 

world. Why not help our own parish prepare for 

the coming new year by signing up with Faith Di-

rect? By supporting St. Jerome Parish 

through Faith Direct, both you and our parish can 

more easily project your future contributions. 

You can sign up online at www.faithdirect.net us-

ing our church code: CT46, or by mailing a paper 

enrollment form available in the parish office.  

 

 

 

 

 

The Knights of Columbus Museum’s 10th 

annual Christmas crèche exhibition, Buon Natale: 

Crèches of Italy, features two dozen Italian in-

spired Nativity scenes on display from Dec. 1, 2014 

until Feb. 1, 2015.  In addition, the 14th annual 

Christmas Tree Festival, featuring 24 trees deco-

rated with handmade ornaments and trim by Con-

necticut schoolchildren.  A Christmastime Family 

Day is scheduled for Dec. 28, 2014 and a wood 

carving demonstration by leading artist Antonio 

Caruso is planned for Jan. 10, 2015.  The museum 

is located at 1 State St. in New Haven.  More info 

www.kofcmuseum.org. 

COLLECTION FOR 

NOTRE DAME  

CONVALESCENT HOME 

The Women’s Guild will be 

collecting Christmas gifts for Notre Dame Conva-

lescent Home.  Most of the clients are elderly, so 

please, no candy, jewelry, or perfumes.  Sug-

gested items include:  night wear, robes, slippers, 

sweaters, lap robes, and socks.  If you are able to 

donate an item, we will appreciate it, we are sure 

the residents at Notre Dame will also.  Donations 

may be left in the boxes at the church entrances. 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 

GENEROUS DONATIONS 

TO THE DECEMBER 

FOOD DRIVE AND MILK 

FUND COLLECTION 

Thanks to our parishioners, we collected 965 food 

items, 432 of which were cereal, fruit, soup, and 

fruit juice sold after each Mass.  In addition, 60 

pounds of potatoes, carrots, and onions were do-

nated.  The Milk Fund total was $103.  Special 

thanks to our Grade 4 REACH students and their 

families who stayed to help sort and bag all the 

food.  The food pantries run by Person-to-Person, 

Open Door, and Mid-Fairfield AIDS Project al-

ways appreciate the strong support we provide for 

their hungry families.      

We are very appreciative of the ongoing project 

for the Person To Person Food Pantry being done 

by the REACH 7 & 8th Graders.  This week they 

donated 150 lbs of rice and bagged it into individ-

ual 1 lb zip lock bags.  This is the latest in a se-

ries of times they have bagged rice and the larg-

est amount yet.   Thank you so much for donating 

the rice and getting it ready to be given out at the 

Food Pantry. 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS SIGN UPS FOR  

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS & USHERS 

We ask our Eucharistic Ministers to sign up in the 

sacristy for the Masses on Christmas Eve and 

Christmas Day.  

We also need eight people to sign up to be ush-

ers for the 4:00 PM Mass on Christmas Eve and 

anyone can be an "usher-for-a-day" at that Mass. 

The sign-up sheet lists the number of ministers 

needed for each Mass.  

THIS WEEK AT   

ST. JEROME…. 



PARISH UPDATE 

NAME__________________________________ 

ADDRESS______________________________ 

CITY ___________________________________ 

PHONE _________________________________  

EMAIL__________________________________ 

�

��

� New Registration  

�

��

� Change of Address 

�

��

� Want Envelopes  

�

��

� Moving Out of Parish 

Please drop in the Collection Basket or mail to the 

office. 

TOTAL NEWS 

 

 

• TOTAL meets tonight and again on January 

4

th

. The TOTAL team would like to wish you all 

a peaceful and joyful Christmas and a happy 

and healthy New Year. 

• On December 7, 44 teens received the sacra-

ment of Confirmation with Msgr. William 

Scheyd presiding. Much planning and prepa-

ration went into this beautiful ceremony with 

the help of many. We would like to thank Fa-

ther David, Father Joe, Father Mike and Dea-

con Dean for their support and encourage-

ment. We would also like to thank the follow-

ing people who helped with the Confirmation 

Mass and the reception that followed: The 

REACH singers, Pat Olson, Dick and Annette 

Maiberger, Pam Pitasi, Kathy Coyne, Anne 

Groener, Natalie Raduazzo, Kathy Rohr, and 

Yvonne Flaherty for taking photos. Lastly, 

thank you to the TOTAL teens who helped set 

up for the reception, Christian Haase and his 

family, and Joey Somma, and to our altar 

servers, Peter Rogalski and Matthew Rohr. 

 

• NIGHT IN A BOX UPDATE: TOTAL would 

like to thank the parish for their help with our 

second annual Night in a Box Project. We col-

lected enough toiletries to make 80 adult kits 

and 20 children's kits and a significant number 

of miscellaneous toiletry items!  We also 

raised $3,200, for the Open Door Shelter. This 

amount was double our donation from last 

year. Thank you for your help in making this a 

successful event.  Pictures from the event 

are posted on the bulletin board.  

 

• Plans for Emmaus 37 are underway. We will 

have a Team meeting on December 28

th

 at 

1:00pm. Juniors and Seniors are welcome to 

attend our retreat the weekend of January 16, 

17, and 18. 

 

 

Tweet of the Week” 

POPE FRANCIS   @Pontifex  

“The family is a community of love 

where each of us learns to relate to  

others and to the world around us” 

 

 

REACH NEWS 

 

 

• Today,  December 21stP.. 

      Grades 1-6 meet at the 9:15 Mass then class. 

      Grade 7-8 No Class 

• Next Sunday, December 28thP. 

      No Class 

• Coming up, January 4thP. 

      Grades K-6 meet at the 9:15 Mass then class. 

• Volunteers needed each week for REACH 

to function—please check out our easy 

volunteer sign up at:  http://

stjerome.ivolunteer.com/ 

 

.Christmas Pageant 

Angels & Shepherds  

The Christmas Pageant takes 

place at 6:00PM Mass on Christ-

mas Eve. All children age 4 and 

up are invited to be angels and shepherds. 

Full rehearsal will be today Sunday, Dec. 21.  

 

HOLIDAY OFFICE CLOSURES 

The Parish and Religious Education offices will be 

closed for the holidays from December 25th 

through January 4th.  We will reopen on January 

5th.   

Announcements for the January 4th bulletin need 

to be submitted by Friday, December 26th, via 

email reachstjerome@optonline.net or left on the 

rack outside the office door. 

 

 


