
St. Jerome Church 

23 Half Mile Road  Norwalk, CT 06851                                 203-847-5349 



FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT FEBRUARY 22, 2015 

 

 

SABBATH MASSES 

Saturday 4:00 PM E.S.T. & 4:30 PM D.S.T. 

Sunday  8:00 AM 

 9:15 AM  Young Childrenʼs Mass 

 11:00 AM   

 6:00 PM  Teen Mass 

 

DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

Vigil   7:00 PM  

Holy Day  9:00 AM, 7:00 PM 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon-Sat  9:00 AM 

 

HOW TO FIND US…… 

Parish Website:  

www.stjeromenorwalk.org 

 

Parish Email:  

norwalkstjerome@cs.com 

 

REACH email:   

reachstjerome@optonline.net 

 

Facebook: St. Jerome Norwalk 

 

Twitter:  @StJeromeNorwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Facebook:  

REACH St.Jerome 

 

REACH & TOTAL Twitter: 

@REACHstjerome 

PASTORAL STAFF 

203-847-5349 

Rev. David Blanchfield, Pastor 

Rev. Joseph Palacino, Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Michael Hoag, S.J., Sunday Assistant 

Deacon Dean Finch • 203-246-3501 

deacon.dean.finch@gmail.com 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

203-847-5349 

Mrs. Pat Florio, Secretary   

Office Hours, Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (REACH)   

203-846-2111 

Mrs. Kathy Coyne, DRE 

Mrs. Anne Groener 

Mrs. Natalie Raduazzo   

Mrs. Kathy Rohr 

Facebook (REACH St.Jerome)   

Twitter (@REACHstjerome) 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY (TOTAL) 

Joe and Daniela OʼCallaghan   

203-847-0321 

jocallaghan@optonline.net  

danielaoc@optonline.net 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

203-847-5349 

Mr. Donald Nelson   

Mrs. Joan McFarland   

 

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 

Dan Loch  • 203-846-3980 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Jerry Holdridge • 203-966-3658 

 

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

203-847-3881 

139 West Rocks Road 

Norwalk, CT 06851 

Mrs. Linda Dunn, Principal 

 

FAITH DIRECT—ONLINE GIVING 

866-507-8757 

Sign up online at www.faithdirect.net using our 

church code: CT46, or by mailing a paper 

enrollment form available in the parish office. 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. Jerome Parish, a 

Roman Catholic community, proclaim 

our belief in the message and mission of 

Jesus Christ.  As disciples of Jesus we are 

called to proclaim the Kingdom of God 

and to work for its values in the local 

community and beyond.  We are com-

mitted to:  worship, religious education, 

shared faith and service.  We welcome 

all people with respect, acceptance and 

support. 

Parish Staff 



Altar Flowers 

Altar Flowers may be memorialized for a donation 

of $50.  Please call the Parish Office several 

months prior to your desired date. 

 

Adoration & Silent Prayer Every day 

between 4:00PM and 5:00PM.  

 

Contemplative Prayer Wednesday evening 

at 7:00 PM and Friday morning at 7:00 AM.  

Come spend some quiet time with the Lord. 

 

Widows’ Support Group 

Meets at 9:30AM on the first Thursday of the 

month in the Kevin Eidt Youth Room. 

 

Perpetual Novena  Our Lady of the 

Miraculous Medal takes place each Monday 

following morning Mass 

 

Rosary & Divine Mercy Prayers 

Monday through Saturday after daily Mass 

 

Baptisms Every fourth Sunday at 12:15.  

Please call the parish office to schedule.  

 

Required Pre-Baptism Please contact  

Deacon Dean Finch at 203-246-3501 to arrange. 

Class is required for the first child baptized at  

St. Jerome. 

 

Reconciliation  One hour before vigil on 

Saturday.  Also Anytime by appointment 

 

Marriages  Please contact the Rectory at least 

six months in advance. 

 

Anointing of the Sick  takes place on the first 

Wednesday of each month, immediately following 

the 9:00 AM Mass,  in the sanctuary.  Anyone 

with an ongoing medical condition or who is 

seriously ill, anticipating a medical procedure or 

operation, is welcome to come. 

 

 

2/21 9:00 am Maria Sabella  

    & Peter Lombardo 

   (Theresa Lombardo & family) 

       

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY  

 4:00 pm Kevin Campbell 

   (Pat & Steve Miller)  

 

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 

2/22 8:00 am for the People 

 9:15 am Carmela DeDemetrio 

   (Rosalind Serna) 

 11:00 am Donna Vincent  

   (Vincent family) 

           6:00 pm         Rosa Stuckey 

                               (Annette & Richard Maiberger) 

 

2/23 9:00 am Patsy (Dixie) Cutrone 

   (DiCostanzo Family) 

    

2/24 9:00 am Lorraine Vassallo   

                       (Theresa Fritz)  

      

2/25 9:00 am Raffaela Garvey 

   (the Family) 

                

2/26 9:00 am Harry Clark 

   (the Family) 

 

2/27 9:00 am Angelo Palacino 

   (Pat Chocus) 

 

2/28 9:00 am Dr. Donald Burke 

   (Joan Tracey &  

                                          Peggy Staack) 

       

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY  

 4:00 pm Edward Cleary 

   (Phil & Pat Florio)  

 

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 

3/1 8:00 am for our special intentions 

 9:15 am Ileane Glica 

   (Chuba family) 

 11:00 am Rich Lusniak (6th Anniv.)  

   (wife & kids) 

           6:00 pm         Lois & Bob Rohr 

                                (the Family) 

MASS INTENTIONS 2015 

****There are many available times for 

Mass intentions.  Please drop by or call the 

Parish Office. 



 Random Thoughts 

 

     This is the first Sunday of Lent, so look upon these next forty days as a gift. Each 

year I ask the Lord to show me the area to which I need to pay attention for the next 40 

days. Every year it is something different. Let me try and tell you about this year’s  

project. 

     Those of you who come to the 6pm Mass at which I preside and preach most Sundays, know that in 

general, I try and pay attention both to the Scriptures of the week and to the light they shed on the 

events of the week. In other words, I am paying attention both to the external events, and to the internal 

promptings of the Spirit, and my ability or inability to recognize those inner workings, and I will pray for 

you.  My theory is that the Lord is both working and speaking in my daily life. I just need to have the 

eyes to see and the ears to hear. If I am paying attention, I will often sense moments during the week 

when Grace breaks into the world around me. Sometimes, if I am in a bad place, I can go for days and 

be unaware of God’s presence.  

     So, this year for Lent, I am going to work on mindfulness. At last fall’s priest convocation, one of the 

speakers put great emphasis on this skill, the ability to pay attention to the present moment. It is not 

easy, but practice makes perfect. So, my first step will be to pay attention to every step of brushing my 

teeth in the morning. Then, at breakfast, instead of reading the paper, I am going to watch the birds at 

the bird feeder as I have breakfast. 

     Then twice a day, I am going to do the examination of consciousness. In that Ignatian exercise, you 

review the day and ask the Lord both to show you where he was present that day, as well as that for 

which you need to be thankful over the last hours. Most important is to learn to notice your inner work-

ings over the course of a day and eventually as they are happening in the here and now.  

     The key is discipline and that is not one of my strengths, but it will be fun to see what happens. I 

have to change my morning pattern and be faithful to two examinations a day. Pray for me and I will 

pray for you. 

THIS WEEK AT   

ST. JEROME…. 

 

 

 

Sun., 2/22  REACH 1-6 after 9:15 Mass 

                   REACH 7-8 after  6:00 Mass 

          TOTAL meets 

Mon., 2/23  Parish Renewal after 9:00 AM Mass 

         Renewal Dinner 6:00 PM 

         Parish Renewal at 7:00 PM 

Tues 2/24  Parish Renewal after 9:00 AM Mass 

         Renewal Dinner 6:00 PM 

         Parish Renewal at 7:00 PM 

Wed., 2/25 Parish Renewal after 9:00 AM Mass 

         Renewal Dinner 6:00 PM 

         Parish Renewal at 7:00 PM 

                  Contemplative Prayer 7:00 PM 

Thurs.,2/26 REACH Singers Rehearsal 7:30 

Fri., 2/27 Contemplative Prayer 7:00 AM 

Sat., 2/28 Men’s Ministry 7:00 AM 

   

The next meeting of the St. 

Jerome Women’s Guild will be 

on Monday, March 2nd, at 

1:00 PM in the Church Hall. 

PARISH LENTEN CROSS  

At the rear of the church, the large 

wooden Cross hung with colored tags 

is a way our parish can participate in 

prayer and giving of ourselves during 

Lent. You may take one or more tags 

at any time through the Wednesday of Holy Week 

and complete the action on the tag. Purple tags 

are Prayer Requests, blue are Donation Re-

quests, pink are Acts of Kindness suggestions, off

-white tags are Acts of Prayer suggestions, and 

yellow tags are 40 Ideas for Lent. The Cross is 

refilled with tags throughout Lent, so please take a 

tag or two each week. The blue Donation tags 

benefit four agencies: Malta House (young, low-

income, unmarried pregnant women), Manna 

House (the Norwalk soup kitchen), Amerikids 

(children with HIV/AIDS), and Notre Dame Conva-

lescent Care Center residents.  Thank you for 

your continued generosity! 

 

 



  SAFE ENVIRONMENTS  

All volunteers 18 and over 

must be in compliance with 

the diocesan 4 step mandate. We encourage our 

young families with young children to take the VIRTUS 

DVD discussion “Protecting God’s Children.” It only 

takes 2.5 hours and you leave with a wealth of infor-

mation and the 5 step plan to protect your children 

and others.   Please see the VIRTUS website 

(www.virtusonline.org) for all upcoming sessions and 

to pre-register for a session that works for you. 

 

WEEKLY OFFERTORY SUMMARY 

February 15, 2015       $2,542 

Faith Direct for February    $16,651 

February total to date    $31,851 

February offertory budget    $39,050 

As always, thank you for your continued generous 

support of our parish. 

**You can make help make our counting 

team’s job easier….we would like to ask all pa-

rishioners who are including checks in their offertory 

envelopes to fill in both the donation amount and 

check number in the appropriate spaces.  Thank 

you for helping them! 

 

Coffee &……” 

We welcome any baked goods dona-

tions for the coffees following the 9:15 

Mass on REACH Sundays.  Please 

sign up on the bulletin board in the 

hallway.   

 

RESURRECTION &  

AFTERLIFE IN THE  

NEW TESTAMENT 

St. Jerome Bible Study returns on 

March 3. This spring there again 

will be one-hour sessions in the church hall after 

the 9:00 AM Mass on Tuesday mornings. We will 

continue to watch 25-minute DVD videos on 

"Resurrection and the Afterlife in the New Testa-

ment" by Prof. Candida Moss, Ph.D., of Notre 

Dame University. After each video we will have a 

half-hour of discussion time led by Fr. David. Don't 

miss this involving exploration of the Gospels, the 

Apostles Peter and Paul, and the Visions in the 

A p o c a l y p s e  o f  J o h n . 

 

Lauralton Hall invites you to at-

tend Take-a-look Tuesday on March 

3rd at 8:00am.  Join us for coffee and 

a tour.  RSVP to 203-878-3333.  

Walk-ins are welcome, too.  We are 

located at 200 High Street in Milford. 

 

One week to go...Notre Dame's 

Lancer Legacy Gala will take 

place on Saturday, February 28th. 

Tickets, may be purchased on the 

Ga l a  webs i t e  a t  h t t p s : / /

www.501auctios.com/notredamelancergala .  

Questions -contact Theresa Marzik 

at tmarzik@notredame.org . 

Scripture Corner 

     You will be reading this on the first Sunday of lent but let me move back to Ash Wednesday 

for a moment. There is a remarkable line in the second reading from the Second Letter of Paul 

to the Corinthians. It is 2Cor 5:21 and goes like this “For our sake he made him to be sin, who 

did not know sin, so that we might become the righteousness of God in him.”  

     One great spiritual discipline is to take one line from Scripture and mull over it all day. As I 

reflect on this line I am reminded of the baptism of Jesus, when he who is sinless allows himself 

to be baptized by John, to show his solidarity with our human condition. The same principle is 

operative here. To quote the scholar Raymond Brown, “God allowed Jesus to stand in for sinful 

humanity.” AN INTRODUCTION TO THE NEW TESTAMENT, pg557. 

     Jesus who is sinless takes our place before the Father. He represents us to His Father and 

Our Father. It is the perfect offering of the whole life of Jesus, summed up in His Cross and 

Resurrection that saves us from our sins. Without Jesus, we would stand before the Lord as sin-

ners, with no hope of Redemption. It is this great gift that calls us to thankfulness this and every 

Lent. 



PARISH UPDATE 

NAME__________________________________ 

ADDRESS______________________________ 

CITY ___________________________________ 

PHONE _________________________________  

EMAIL__________________________________ 

�

��

� New Registration  

�

��

� Change of Address 

�

��

� Want Envelopes  

�

��

� Moving Out of Parish 

 

TOTAL NEWS 

• TOTAL meets tonight 

with a regular session and 

rehearsals for The Fourteen Steps. We still 

have room if any teen is interested in participat-

ing. TOTAL will not meet next Sunday due to the 

30 Hour Famine. 

• The 30 Hour Famine will be held at St. Philips 

next weekend, February 28

th

 and March 1

st

. By 

going 30 hours without food, the TOTAL teens 

will get a “taste” of what so many poverty 

stricken children and families feel every day. 

There are many ways for you to help with this 

event. You can be a prayer partner, purchase 

luminary bags to be a part of the prayer vigil 

(see below) or make a donation to World Vision 

or Manna House. Donations will be accepted for 

the next few weeks in the church hallway. Look 

for the BIG RED BOX!  

• Bright colored luminary bags are being offered 

for purchase so that you can be a part of our 

prayer vigil on the Saturday night during the 30 

Hour Famine. A personal message can be writ-

ten on the bag in honor of someone or for a 

Famine participant. You may either purchase 

the bags and leave them at the church to be 

used during the prayer vigil, or bring them home 

and light them in solidarity with us. Bags can be 

purchased 1 for $3 or 4 bags for $10. 

 

  

REACH NEWS 

 

• Today,  February 22nd; 

     Grades 1-6 meet at the 9:15 Mass then class. 

     Grades 7-8 meet after the 6:00 Mass 

• Next Sunday, March 1st;; 

     Grades K-6 meet at the 9:15 Mass then class. 

• Volunteers needed each week for REACH to 

function—please check out our easy  sign up 

at:  www.stjerome.ivolunteer.com/ 

 

FOOD DRIVE TODAY  

During this cold winter weather please think 

of our Norwalk neighbors who are strug-

gling to put a hot meal on their table. 

Please drop donations in the hallway.  

Also volunteers will be in the church hall-

way collecting $5.00 to buy this month's 

most needed items: hearty chicken soup, canned & 

dry beans, oatmeal & cereal, and jar pasta sauce. Any 

donation you can give helps to warm the body and 

soul of those in 

need.  

 

New parishioners along with all 

parishioners have an opportunity 

to meet and mingle with one an-

other on Sunday mornings after 

the 9:15 Mass.  Amy and Vinnie 

Russo and their children host the 

" Coffee &..." on REACH Sun-

days. Lorraine and Tom Larkin are hosts on some 

other select Sundays. Panera Restaurant on Main 

Ave. donates the generous offering of baked goods 

for these Sunday morning gatherings so please re-

member to thank them and patronize the restau-

rant.   

Lastly, our parish Lenten Program schedule offers 

many different opportunities for faith enrich-

ment.  New parishioners will find our Parish Re-

newal sessions on February 23, 24 and 25 chal-

lenging, thought provoking  and  prayerful.   Like-

wise , the Witness Talks by parish members fol-

lowing the Bread and Soup Suppers on 3 Fridays in 

March are inspiring and yet another way to meet 

your fellow parishioners. 

 

Save the Date 

Annual St. Patrick's Day Card Party 

Wednesday, March 11 at 6:30 PM in the 

church hall. Admission is only $5.00. Tickets 

will go on sale in the church hallway after all 

Masses next weekend or call Karen Christen-

sen at 203-858-2585 or Regina Flaherty at 203-219-

0374 for tickets. Come play cards or bring your favor-

ite game. There will be great desserts, door prizes, 

and raffles. 

 

 

TWEET OF THE WEEK 

POPE FRANCIS   @Pontifex  

“Jesus is not a figure from the past:  

he continues now and always to  

light the way for us.” 


