
 

ST. JEROME CHURCH 

23 Half Mile Road  Norwalk, CT 06851   ~  203-847-5349 



THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD JANUARY 3, 2016 

 

 

SABBATH MASSES 

Saturday 4:00 PM E.S.T. & 4:30 PM D.S.T. 

Sunday  8:00 AM 

 9:15 AM  Young Childrenʼs Mass  

             11:00 AM   

 6:00 PM  Teen Mass 

 

DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

Vigil   7:00 PM  

Holy Day  9:00 AM, 7:00 PM 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon-Sat  9:00 AM 

 

HOW TO FIND US…… 

Parish Website:  

www.stjeromenorwalk.org 

 

Parish Email:  

norwalkstjerome@cs.com 

 

REACH email:   

reachstjerome@optonline.net 

 

Facebook: St. Jerome Norwalk 

 

Twitter:  @StJeromeNorwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Facebook:  

REACH St.Jerome 

 

REACH & TOTAL Twitter: 

@REACHstjerome 

 

PASTORAL STAFF 

203-847-5349 

Rev. David Blanchfield, Pastor 

Rev. Rojin Zacharias K.M., Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Michael Hoag, S.J., Weekend Assistant 

Deacon Dean Finch • 203-246-3501 

deacon.dean.finch@gmail.com 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

203-847-5349 

Mrs. Pat Florio, Secretary   

Office Hours, Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (REACH)   

203-846-2111 

Mrs. Kathy Coyne, DRE 

Mrs. Anne Groener 

Mrs. Natalie Raduazzo   

Mrs. Kathy Rohr 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY (TOTAL) 

Joe and Daniela OʼCallaghan   

203-847-0321 

jocallaghan@optonline.net  

danielaoc@optonline.net 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

203-847-5349 

Mr. Donald Nelson   

Mrs. Joan McFarland   

 

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 

Robert Yap • 203-246-7447 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Jerry Holdridge • 203-966-3658 

 

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

203-847-3881 

139 West Rocks Road 

Norwalk, CT 06851 

Mrs. Linda Dunn, Principal 

 

FAITH DIRECT—ONLINE GIVING 

866-507-8757 www.faithdirect.net 

using our church code: CT46, or by mailing a 

paper enrollment form available in the parish 

office.  Now on our website too: 

www.stjeromenorwalk.org/Faith-Direct-

enrollment.pdf 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. Jerome Parish, a 

Roman Catholic community, proclaim 

our belief in the message and mission of 

Jesus Christ.  As disciples of Jesus we are 

called to proclaim the Kingdom of God 

and to work for its values in the local 

community and beyond.  We are com-

mitted to:  worship, religious education, 

shared faith and service.  We welcome 

all people with respect, acceptance and 

support. 

Parish Staff 



Altar Flowers 

January 9/10—altar flowers in memory of Mary 

Kuczo given by John & Lee Kuczo 

Altar Flowers may be memorialized for a donation 

of $50.  Please call the Parish Office several 

months prior to your desired date. 

 

Adoration & Silent Prayer Every day 

between 4:00PM and 5:00PM.  

 

Contemplative Prayer Wednesday evening 

at 7:00 PM and Friday morning at 7:00 AM.  

Come spend some quiet time with the Lord. 

 

Widows’ Support Group 

Meets at 9:30AM on the first Thursday of the 

month in the Kevin Eidt Youth Room. 

 

Perpetual Novena  Our Lady of the 

Miraculous Medal takes place each Monday 

following morning Mass 

 

Rosary & Divine Mercy Prayers 

Monday through Saturday after daily Mass 

 

Baptisms Every fourth Sunday at 12:15.  

Please call the parish office to schedule.  

 

Required Pre-Baptism Please contact  

Deacon Dean Finch at 203-246-3501 to arrange. 

Class is required for the first child baptized at  

St. Jerome. 

 

Reconciliation  One hour before vigil on 

Saturday.  Also Anytime by appointment. 

 

Marriages  Please contact the Rectory at least 

six months in advance. 

 

Anointing of the Sick  takes place on the first 

Wednesday of each month, immediately following 

the 9:00 AM Mass,  in the sanctuary.  Anyone 

with an ongoing medical condition or who is 

seriously ill, anticipating a medical procedure or 

operation, is welcome to come. 

 

Gluten Free Hosts are available at all 

Masses. If you require a gluten-free host, please 

see the officiating priest before Mass.  

 

2016 Catholic Calendars are now available! 

Many thanks to Magner Funeral Home for 

covering the cost of the calendars for our parish!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1/2 9:00 am for Deceased family members 

 

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:00 pm Peter Guglielmo &  

   Fr. Elio Perschino 

   (family) 

 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

1/3 8:00 am William Alvarez  

   (Barbara & Edward Bagnato) 

 9:15 am         William & Emma Miller 

   (Colin, Susan, &  

    Dennis Kaiser) 

 

 11:00 am Vincent Iannone, Jr.   

   (family) 

   6:00 pm         Arnaldo Mattera 

   (Balestriere family) 

 

1/4 9:00 am        Marie & Michael Palfe 

   (Suzanne & Tom Calnon) 

  

1/5 9:00 am Beverly Caprio 

    

 

1/6 9:00 am Barbara Blanchfield 

    

 

1/7  9:00 am Dominick Pollastro 

   (Joanne Clark) 

 

1/8 9:00 am Clorinda Florio 

   (family) 

  

 

1/9 9:00 am for St. Jerome Parishioners 

 

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:00 pm Eileen Kennedy 

   (Betty Voutsinas) 

 

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

1/10 8:00 am Beverly Pavlik   

   (family) 

 9:15 am         Marie Merole 

   (Frank & Pat Hauptman) 

 11:00 am Mary Kuczo  

   (John & Lee Kuczo) 

   6:00 pm         Eileen Kennedy 

   (Angelo & MJ Bruno) 

 

   

   

                                   



Random Thoughts… 

 

You will be reading this on the weekend of January 3

rd

 in the Year of Our Lord, 2016, the Feast 

of the Epiphany. The last month has seen much happen in the parish so let me fill you in. 

In the middle of December, the parish received some tragic news. Claire Budnik, a member of 

the Pastoral Council, a team member in TOTAL, and Rector of this year’s Emmaus weekend died un-

expectedly. Her death was a blow to so many of us active in the ongoing life of the parish. At the same 

time, her funeral and the days leading up to it showed why this is such a great parish. Our teenagers 

were able to tell Claire’s family the wonderful traits they saw in her. The teens and adult Emmaus team 

members, in turn, got to hear stories about Claire - including the revelatory one about when her twin  

sisters were brought home from the hospital, 3 year old Claire said to her exhausted mother, “Can I get 

you a sandwich?” That was Claire. Her funeral was large, sad, and hope-filled all at the same time. 

Many parishioners came, and it was a parish event, as well as a family one that concluded with a par-

ish funeral reception.  

In the midst of Claire’s death, many people were coming to the aid of the parish in so many 

ways. Let me list a few. On two separate nights men of the parish came together, without being asked, 

to clean the pews, attach loose pews and clean bathrooms. That group consisted of: John Vallerie, 

Andy Troetti, Steve Silvi, Vinnie Romano, and Claudio Ronzitti. Then on December 23

rd

, Sister Agnes 

decorated Church with help from many people including: Joe Licek, Lenny Mecca, Joe and Julia Gor-

man, Joe Abruscato, Anthony DeSouza , Lee L’Archevesque, and Dick Auwarter. Later, Andrea and 

Jackie Licek and, as always Cornelia Sgoutas, pitched in to help restore things post -Christmas day. 

On Christmas Eve at the 4pm Mass, the greeters, ushers, and Eucharistic Ministers were led 

and organized by Lee L’Archevesque and John Kuczo.  Meanwhile, Dan and Karen Lyons took care of 

the very congested parking lot – a huge task.  We had 600 people in attendance and things went flaw-

lessly. At the 6pm Mass, we also celebrated the 30

th

 anniversary of the Christmas pageant at the chil-

dren’s evening Mass. Four of the original creators were there: Dan and Florence Loch, Joan 

McFarland, and Fr. Mike. Another early member of the team was Don parks. At the end of Mass, we 

invited all the past participants to come up to sing a verse of “Today a Child is Born”.  The altar was 

surrounded by the newest angels and past angels some well into adulthood. It was wonderful.   

Speaking of good news, Fr. Joe stopped by after driving himself to New Canaan to have lunch 

with some dear priest friends. He looks and sounds like his old self. Although he has officially retired, 

we did agree on a date for a  party. On Sunday April 3

rd

, the Sunday after Easter, he will be coming to 

concelebrate the 11am Mass, which will be followed by a reception in the hall. Lee L’Archevesque will 

be part of a team heading up this event. If you would like to help in the planning give him a call. 

 

Now on to other important newsM..our parish has been chosen to be part of a national pilot 

study run by the Catholic Leadership Institute. The study will focus on a survey you will be asked to 

take.  It will highlight your spiritual growth and the role the parish plays in helping that growth. The re-

sults of the survey will be an enormous help in the pastoral planning every parish in the diocese will be 

undertaking these next years. 

The survey will be available from the week of January 18

th

 through Ash Wednesday, February 10

th

.  

There will be three ways you can participate: 

1. Survey sent to your email address by the Catholic Leadership Institute. 

2. Survey accessed by a generic link that will be given to you the week of the 18

th

. 

3. Survey completed on paper. 

Your participation is very, very important and the data collection, analysis, and reporting will be 

done by an independent third party named Measuring Success. They have worked in the non-profit 

world for ten years. The report will be based on all of the responses, and we will not see any individual 

survey. I am hoping everyone will be very honest in their answers to the survey. I have seen the sur-

vey. It is even better than the Pew Study we did six years ago. Please fill out a survey and help us see 

all our strengths and weaknesses as we plan for the future.  More to followM.. 

    



   

WEEKLY OFFERTORY SUMMARY 

Christmas 2015      $15,908 

December 28, 2015        $4,248 

December total to date     $62,111 

December  offertory budget     $70,038 

  (including Christmas) 

 As always, thank you for your generous support 

of our parish, especially during this Christmas 

season. 

 

 

Faith Direct Online Giving In this season of 

Christmas, we are celebrating of Christ's birth. Why 

not help our own parish prepare for the coming new 

year by signing up with Faith Direct? By supporting 

St. Jerome Parish through Faith Direct, both you 

and our parish can more easily project your future 

contributions.   

You can sign up online at www.faithdirect.net using 

our church code: CT46, or by mailing a paper enroll-

ment form available in the parish office.  

 

 

HOW CAN WE HELP OUT?? 

Do you have plastic bags left over 

from shopping?  If so, here’s a 

great recycling idea. Person To 

Person is in dire need of plastic 

bags.  We can never have too 

many.  They are used for Clients to 

take home food they receive at 

Person To Person. Please bring your usable plastic 

bags and place in the marked Plastic Bag collection 

box located behind the curtained alcove close to 

the rear church entrance. 

 

OPEN DOOR SHELTER  

has an ongoing need for brand 

new pillows for their clients. If 

you would like to help, look for 

sales and bring your donation to 

the specially marked box in the 

curtained alcove close to rear church entrance/ 

exit.  

Knights of Columbus Museum— 

Joy to the World: Crèches of Central Europe 

Joy to the World: Crèches of Central Europe and the Christmas Tree Festival con-

tinue until Jan. 31, 2016. The museum, at 1 State Street in New Haven, Connecti-

cut, is open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily (except Christmas Eve and Christmas Day) with 

free admission and parking.� 203-865-0400  

30 years ago, in 1985, the first Christmas pageant happened here at St. Jerome.  It had a Mary, and Joseph, a baby Jesus 

doll, shepherds and angels just like we have today.  The Gospel was the same, but we now have original music, and up-

graded costumes and halos.  Four of the founders still play active roles in the pageant today.  They are Florence and Dan 

Loch, Joan McFarland, and Fr. Mike.   

Since those early days, many people have joined to help continue this tradition.  Because of them, many children have got-

ten to experience the wonder and awe of Christ’s birth as they act out the Gospel, and we, their families and friends, get to 

experience the light, the love and the grace of Christ through them.  In fact, many of the children who have participated in the 

pageant have grown up, and now have children who are participating.  We would like to express our gratitude to you for all 

your years of dedication to the children of St. Jerome.  



• As we celebrate Christmas this year, we were 

saddened by the loss of our dear friend Claire 

Budnik. Claire was a long time member of the 

TOTAL team; always there, always available 

to our kids, always helpful, always kind and 

warm. Claire was also someone who did it all 

without fanfare and without expecting any kind 

of reward. Claire’s quiet kindness helped 

many kids feel like they were a part of our 

community. We feel the loss tremendously. 

 

• EMMAUS: Our Emmaus retreat on January 

15, 16 and 17 is open to all high school jun-

iors and seniors. If you are interested in at-

tending, please contact Daniela or Joe. 

• TOTAL meets this Sunday, January 3, with 

auditions for Fourteen Steps.� 

• The REACH team would like to wish everyone 

many blessings for 2016.  

• REACH—January 3—no class 

• Volunteers needed each week for REACH 

to  funct i on— si gn u p at :  h t tp: / /

stjerome.ivolunteer.com/ 

• Up next—January 10—Grades K-6 meet in 

the morning & Grades 7—8 in the evening. 

 

SAFE ENVIRONMENTS 

******IMPORTANT ******  

All volunteers 18 and over must be in compliance 

with the diocesan mandate.     

P l e a s e  s e e  t h e  V I R T U S  w e b s i t e 

(www.virtusonline.org) click “registration”, click “view a 

list of sessions”, search ‘Bridgeport, CT (Diocese)”. 

Some local training dates: 

St. Catherine of Siena (Riverside) - 1/11—7:00 PM 

 

“All Saints Catholic School: A Community of 

Faith, Knowledge and Service.” 

 Did you know we have a pre-

school? Your child can begin their 

Catholic education at age 3. Come 

and take a look at our excellent fa-

cilities and warm inviting preschool 

classrooms!  

“We love All Saints. All three of our 

children began their All Saints experience with the 

preschool program at 3 years old. From our first day 

there, we have been welcomed in to the ASCS fam-

ily. The teachers truly care for each of their students 

and are passionate about their role as educators. 

The best part of the All Saints experience for us, 

however, is the friendships that we have developed 

with other families.”  

Melissa and Jim Maroney,  

parishioners at St.Thomas the Apostle, Norwalk 

Come see what makes All Saints Catholic School 

exceptional at one of our open houses: Sunday 

January 31

th

 12-2pm, Monday and Tues. Feb. 1 and 

2 from 8:30am-10am. 139 West Rocks Road, Nor-

wa lk.   For more informat ion,  v is i t 

www.allsaintsnorwalk.com.   

THIS WEEK AT  ST. JEROME…. 

 

 

   Sunday  1/3 REACH—no classes 

      TOTAL—auditions for the Fourteen Steps 

   Monday 1/4 Women’s Scripture & Prayer 9:30 AM 

   Tuesday 1/5  

                   Wednesday 1/6 Contemplative Prayer 7:00 PM 

      Women’s Scripture & Prayer 7:30 Pm 

   Thursday 1/7 Widow’s Support 9:30 AM 

      REACH Singers Rehearsal 7:30 PM 

   Friday  1/8 Contemplative Prayer 7:00 AM 

   Saturday      1/9 Men’s Ministry 7:00 AM 

      TWEETS OF THE WEEK 

   @Pontifex “When Christ is your friend, you have joy, serenity, happiness.”. 

@BishopCaggiano “The greatest gift we can give someone is to love them, no matter 

what they do, just as God loves us.  That is the lesson of Christmas.” 


