
St. Jerome Church 

23 Half Mile Road  Norwalk, CT 06851                   203-847-5349 



FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME JULY 5, 2015 

 

 

SABBATH MASSES 

Saturday 4:00 PM E.S.T. & 4:30 PM D.S.T. 

Sunday  8:00 AM 

 9:15 AM  Young Childrenʼs Mass  

             11:00 AM   

 6:00 PM  Teen Mass 

 

DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

Vigil   7:00 PM  

Holy Day  9:00 AM, 7:00 PM 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon-Sat  9:00 AM 

 

HOW TO FIND US…… 

Parish Website:  

www.stjeromenorwalk.org 

 

Parish Email:  

norwalkstjerome@cs.com 

 

REACH email:   

reachstjerome@optonline.net 

 

Facebook: St. Jerome Norwalk 

 

Twitter:  @StJeromeNorwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Facebook:  

REACH St.Jerome 

 

REACH & TOTAL Twitter: 

@REACHstjerome 

PASTORAL STAFF 

203-847-5349 

Rev. David Blanchfield, Pastor 

Rev. Joseph Palacino, Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Michael Hoag, S.J., Sunday Assistant 

Deacon Dean Finch • 203-246-3501 

deacon.dean.finch@gmail.com 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

203-847-5349 

Mrs. Pat Florio, Secretary   

Office Hours, Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (REACH)   

203-846-2111 

Mrs. Kathy Coyne, DRE 

Mrs. Anne Groener 

Mrs. Natalie Raduazzo   

Mrs. Kathy Rohr 

Facebook (REACH St.Jerome)   

Twitter (@REACHstjerome) 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY (TOTAL) 

Joe and Daniela OʼCallaghan   

203-847-0321 

jocallaghan@optonline.net  

danielaoc@optonline.net 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

203-847-5349 

Mr. Donald Nelson   

Mrs. Joan McFarland   

 

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 

Dan Loch  • 203-846-3980 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Jerry Holdridge • 203-966-3658 

 

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

203-847-3881 

139 West Rocks Road 

Norwalk, CT 06851 

Mrs. Linda Dunn, Principal 

 

FAITH DIRECT—ONLINE GIVING 

866-507-8757 

Sign up online at www.faithdirect.net using our 

church code: CT46, or by mailing a paper 

enrollment form available in the parish office. 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. Jerome Parish, a 

Roman Catholic community, proclaim 

our belief in the message and mission of 

Jesus Christ.  As disciples of Jesus we are 

called to proclaim the Kingdom of God 

and to work for its values in the local 

community and beyond.  We are com-

mitted to:  worship, religious education, 

shared faith and service.  We welcome 

all people with respect, acceptance and 

support. 

Parish Staff 



Altar Flowers 

Altar Flowers may be memorialized for a donation 

of $50.  Please call the Parish Office several 

months prior to your desired date. 

 

Adoration & Silent Prayer Every day 

between 4:00PM and 5:00PM.  

 

Contemplative Prayer Wednesday evening 

at 7:00 PM and Friday morning at 7:00 AM.  

Come spend some quiet time with the Lord. 

 

Widows’ Support Group 

Meets at 9:30AM on the first Thursday of the 

month in the Kevin Eidt Youth Room. 

 

Perpetual Novena  Our Lady of the 

Miraculous Medal takes place each Monday 

following morning Mass 

 

Rosary & Divine Mercy Prayers 

Monday through Saturday after daily Mass 

 

Baptisms Every fourth Sunday at 12:15.  

Please call the parish office to schedule.  

 

Required Pre-Baptism Please contact  

Deacon Dean Finch at 203-246-3501 to arrange. 

Class is required for the first child baptized at  

St. Jerome. 

 

Reconciliation  One hour before vigil on 

Saturday.  Also Anytime by appointment. 

 

Marriages  Please contact the Rectory at least 

six months in advance. 

 

Anointing of the Sick  takes place on the first 

Wednesday of each month, immediately following 

the 9:00 AM Mass,  in the sanctuary.  Anyone 

with an ongoing medical condition or who is 

seriously ill, anticipating a medical procedure or 

operation, is welcome to come. 

 

7/4 9:00 am for our Nation 

    

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:30 pm Vincent Mendoza Jr. 

   Saraha & Teodocio Lopez 

 

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

7/5 8:00 am Anthony DiSantis 

   (family)  

 9:15 am Dana Walsh 

   (Guaglione family) 

         11:00 am Vincenzo Iannone, Jr 

   (family) 

           6:00 pm         Rose Kirouac 

                                 (Anne & Bill Groener) 

   

7/6 9:00 am Rose Kirouac 

   (Women’s Guild) 

                            

7/7 9:00 am 60thJubilee Celebration of the  

   Class of 1955 of SSND 

 

7/8 9:00 am Gloria Jabara 

   (Peter & Madorie O’Hara)  

       

7/9 9:00 am Susan Marie & Samuel Testa 

   (family) 

       

7/10 9:00 am Paul Robinson 

   (LaRusso family) 

 

7/11 9:00 am for the People 

    

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:30 pm Patrick Byrne 

   (Conover family) 

 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

7/12 8:00 am Anita Paterno 

   (Fr. David, Fr. Joe & staff)  

 9:15 am Rose Kirouac 

   (Fabian family) 

         11:00 am Richard Bartolot 

   (Robert Kramer, Sr.) 

           6:00 pm         Richard Sutton 

                                 (Hugh & Lois Gartland) 

 

  

                                   

MASS INTENTIONS 2015 & 2016 

****There are many available times for 

Mass intentions.  Please drop by or call the 

Parish Office. 



   The First Reading from Ezekiel sets up a sort of "rejected prophet" theme to this Sunday's readings. 

The Lord instructs the prophet Ezekiel that he is to stand by his message even though it will be rejected by a re-

bellious people. In the second reading Paul reveals he has a "thorn in the flesh" that remained despite all his 

prayers to God to take it away. It must have been something well-known, since he expected his Corinthian audi-

ence to know what he was talking about, maybe a physical deformity or a speech impediment. Whatever it was, 

the important thing is that the “thorn” that God would not take away became key to Paul's spirituality. Faced with 

a seemingly permanent "thorn in the flesh," we learn that "When I am weak, then I am strong." Paul sucked it up 

and kept on going, as Ezekiel did. 

Then when we get to the Gospel Jesus is rejected by his hometown. First, let's get the "brothers and sis-

ters of Jesus" shocker out of the way. The reference to the brothers and sisters of Jesus has caused a lot of fast-

and-furious arguments. Were these brothers and sisters the younger children of Mary and Joseph? Joseph’s 

children by an earlier marriage? Adopted children of Mary and Joseph? Foster children? Whoa! Relax. They 

were actually cousins of Jesus. The problematic "brother" and "sister" words came about because of translating 

the Gospel from one language to another. The original Aramaic words were translated into the Greek word for 

brothers and sisters, or "brethren." 

You ever have one of those days when nothing goes right? That's what Jesus is going through in this 

Gospel. We usually think Jesus was super successful, able to leap tall building in a single bound, do everything 

he was supposed to do. Heck, in the previous chapter of Mark, Jesus had just cured a demon-possessed man, 

healed a woman afflicted with bleeding for twelve years, and raised a little girl from the dead. Not too shabby a 

day's work. Then we get this story to start the very next chapter. 

Jesus returned to Nazareth, "his native place," a phrase that often is translated as "hometown." Some 

say the phrase even means "his father's house." Nazareth's importance is reinforced several times in the New 

Testament: "What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth?" say the demons cast out by Jesus (Mark 1:24, Luke 

4:34); Jesus asked the guards who came to arrest him, "Who is it you want?" "Jesus of Nazareth," they said. 

(John 18:7); Peter in his preaching refers to Jesus as "Jesus of Nazareth" three times (Acts 2:22, 3:6, and 4:10); 

and, after he is knocked off his horse and before he became Paul, Saul asks "Who are you, Lord?" "I am Jesus 

of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting." 

So what happens when "Jesus of Nazareth" comes back to Nazareth, his boyhood home? The home-

town crowd does not give him a ticker-tape welcome. No “Local Boy Makes Good” signs. Instead, the very fact 

that he is a local is a stumbling-block: "He can’t be that special, I was better than him in Hebrew class!" They 

knew what school he went to, what his first job was. They know his type. They have him stereotyped. So no 

miracles in Nazareth.  

No miracles there!? Why not? Well, this is important. Mark doesn’t say Jesus would not work any miracle 

there – like maybe because he was peeved at his lukewarm reception – but that he could not. "Hey! We know 

this guy. His cousins are still here. He's not so special." Their lack of faith somehow frustrated God’s power in 

Jesus. They didn’t want a prophet showing up in this guy Jesus they grew up with, the son of a mere carpenter. 

They wanted something extraordinary, with Greek columns, and dramatic declarations that the oceans would 

stop rising, the planet begin to heal, and the nation be remade. Jesus was just too ordinary, too familiar to them 

to be taken seriously. 

That Jesus spoke in the synagogue was not extraordinary. In Jesus' time adult men took their turns ex-

plaining the Scriptures. What upset the crowd was that they saw Jesus as an upstart and their skepticism devel-

oped into outright rejection. Their questions were resentful: "Just who does he think he is?" 

A word about "performing mighty deeds." In Mark, being healed really means being freed from any num-

ber of spiritual, psychological and physical afflictions which the mindset of the time firmly believed were caused 

by demonic possession. We see Jesus tackling all that controls and dehumanizes people, separating them from 

God and from other people. What is remarkable here is the way Mark so bluntly and clearly reports Jesus’ inabil-

ity to do any "deeds of power" for his hometown folks precisely because of their lack of faith. "He was amazed at 

their lack of faith." 

So if lack of faith jammed Jesus' power to help, if we put it the other way around, faith allows God’s 

power to be effective in our lives. Growth in the Spirit, progress in the spiritual life, shows itself to the degree we 

recognize God more and more in the ordinary, everyday events of life. After all, the Son of God grew up human 

and was raised to adulthood in a town as ordinary, insignificant, and out of the way as Nazareth. Born human in 

backwater "Bethlehem, in the land of Judah E by no means least among the rulers of Judah," raised in Naz-

areth. Sort of like born in Wallingford, raised in Norwalk, breaking out of the presumptions and expectations of 

the home crowd. 

Scripture Corner   by Dan Loch 

 



   

WEEKLY OFFERTORY SUMMARY 

June 28, 2015        $4,105 

June total to date      $39,671 

June offertory budget      $38,250 

 

As always, thank you for your generous support of 

our parish.  Not only did we make the June offer-

tory budget goal, but also the goal for the fiscal 

year as well!!  Thank you!! 

 

What is the best way to ensure our parish re-

ceives the support needed for our operating ex-

penses and ministries during the busy summer 

months? Sign up today for eGiving through 

FAITH DIRECT !!  Enrolling is easy—just go to 

www.faithdirect.net and use our church code 

CT46. 

 

Person-to-Person, to whom we 

deliver food items from our St. 

Jerome monthly food drives, is 

currently in need of Volunteers to 

help at its Food Pantry from 9:00 

AM to 12:30 PM on Fridays.  If you are interested 

in volunteering for this opening, please contact 

Callie at  Person To Person, 76 South Main 

Street, Norwalk CT 06854, phone 203 939-

1650  or email  calliejayne@p2phelps.org  

 

 

World Youth Day  

Krakow, Poland      

July 22-Aug1, 2016 

Bishop Frank Caggiano in-

vites the youth and young adults (ages 15 1/2 -35) 

of the Diocese of Bridgeport to join him on a pil-

grimage of a lifetime.  For info email Julie Rodgers 

at: youthministry@diobpt.org or call 203.416.1449. 

 

 

 

SPECIAL COLLECTION FOR 

OPEN DOOR SHELTER  

Norwalk's Open Door Shelter, located at 4 

Merritt St., has 95 beds to give shelter to 

homeless people. Individuals and families 

are welcomed residents. One chronic need is a supply of 

new underwear, in all sizes ranging from children's to 

adults'. Also in great need is a supply of infant/toddler dia-

pers, as well as adult diaper products (e.g., "Depends" 

products), to help those with the challenge of incontinence. 

New underwear, infant diapers and adult Depends prod-

ucts, which we take for granted, are not purchasable with 

food stamps. For the month of July, the Social Concerns 

Committee is asking for donations of any of these items, in 

any sizes, to help out a neighbor. All donations will be deliv-

ered to Open Door, and greatly appreciated. Please drop 

off your donations to the hallway at any time. 

THIS WEEK AT  ST. JEROME…. 

 

 

 

 

Celebration Mass of SYNOD 2014  

Saturday, September 19, 2015 • 11:00 a.m.  

Webster Bank Arena at Harbor Yard 

Celebrate the SYNOD and the beginning of a 

new era in the Diocese of Bridgeport!  

Join 9,000 faithful throughout the diocese 

for Mass, Music, and Thanksgiving!! 

9:00am Praise and worship before Mass with 

the Procession beginning at 10:15am 

Multi-Cultural Celebration  

Debut of Diocesan Youth Choir 

Help Wanted:  Part-time cook for St. 

Jerome Rectory.  Thursdays and Fridays 

– shop for and prepare three dinners (one 

to be refrigerated overnight).  Limited 

menu only.  For more information, please 

contact the parish office 203-847-5349. 

    

   Sunday 7/5  

   Monday 7/6 Women’s Scripture & Prayer 9:30 AM 

   Tuesday 7/7 Confirmation Retreat #1 

                   Wednesday 7/8 Contemplative Prayer 7:00 PM 

      Women’s Scripture & Prayer 7:30 PM 

   Thursday 7/9  

                                 Friday  7/10  Contemplative Prayer 7:00 AM 

   Saturday 7/11 Men’s Ministry 7:00 AM 



 

TOTAL NEWS 

 

 

• On Tuesday, July 7th, 16 Confirmandi will at-

tend a Confirmation retreat at the Convent 

of St. Birgitta in Darien. The retreat will be a 

day of reflection and prayer to help the teens 

more fully develop their relationship with God, 

themselves and their church. Please pray for 

these teens as they prepare for Confirmation. 

• Please send in your TOTAL registration (for 

incoming grade 10, 11 and 12) and Confirma-

tion Registration (incoming 9th grade) forms 

to the REACH office as soon as possible. 

Completed forms with payment may be 

dropped off in the rack outside the REACH 

office. Extra forms are also available there. 

• Check out the bulletin board for new pictures 

from TOTAL graduation. Thank you to Beth 

Olson for the pictures. 

 

 FOOD DRIVE - THANK YOU 

The June Food Drive brought in 838 food 

items, including 410 items sold in the "most 

needed items" sale in the hallway after 

Masses. In addition, 38 pounds of fresh 

produce (potatoes, onions, apples, and 

carrots) were collected.  The Milk Fund total was 

$81.00.  Once again, our parishioners rise to the oc-

casion of helping to stock the shelves of the food pan-

tries operated by Person-2-Person, Open Door, and 

Mid-Fairfield AIDS Project.  Thank you for your faithful 

donations, which go directly to the tables of our food-

deprived Norwalk families.  

 

TWEET OF THE WEEK @Pontifex 

“God’s love is free.   

He asks for nothing in return;  

all he wants is for his love to be accepted” 

 

 

Our Sales Rep for 

the bulletin is Joe 

Trovarelli.   His di-

rect number is – 1-

800-888-4574 ext. 

3392 or email jtrovarelli@4lpi.com.  Please call for ad 

rates & space availability.  

We thank you in advance for your consideration and 

continued support of St. Jerome’s weekly bulletin.  

We ask that you also continue to support our current 

sponsor advertisers, many of whom have supported 

us for years, and let them know you saw their ad in 

the bulletin. 

 

REACH REGISTRATION  

2015-2016  

• Registration materials have 

been sent home with current grade 

1-6 students. Please check your 

child’s folder or your mail  for this information. 

(Forms also available at our website—

www.stjeromenorwalk.org) All forms should be 

submitted now (with or without payment) to qual-

ify for that price break.  

• If you know of a new family or a family with a 

child entering kindergarten or 1st Grade, 

please have them contact us at 

reachstjerome@optonline.net  

 

SAFE ENVIRONMENTS   

All volunteers 18 and over 

must be in compliance 

with the diocesan man-

date. We encourage our young families with young 

children to register for the “Protecting God’s Chil-

dren” class.  It only takes 2.5 hours and you leave 

with a wealth of information and a plan to protect 

your children and others.    

P l e a s e  s e e  t h e  V IRTUS  w e b s i t e 

(www.virtusonline.org) click “registration”, click 

“view a list of sessions”, search ‘Bridgeport, CT 

(Diocese)”. 

***For those that have taken the VIRTUS class 

more than 5 years ago, a re-certification is re-

quired via an online module.  In addition, a new 

background check is necessary.  This can be 

completed online as well.  If you have trouble 

logging into your account, please contact the 

REACH office at reachstjerome@optonline.net. 

 

The School Sisters of 

Notre Dame are 

sponsoring a Nine 

Day Pilgrimage to 

Italy—September 11-

19, 2015.  Stops in-

clude Milan, Turin, Oropa, Florence, Assisi and Rome 

(including a papal audience and visit to the Vatican 

museum).  For information please call 1-800-993-7763 

or email Leslie Lopez at llopez@amssnd.org. 

 

 

***PLEASE NOTE***   

Starting in January 2016, we will no 

longer be taking Mass intentions for 

the 9:00 AM Mass on Saturday. 


