
St. Jerome Church 

23 Half Mile Road  Norwalk, CT 06851                                 203-847-5349 



FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT MARCH 22, 2015 

 

 

SABBATH MASSES 

Saturday 4:00 PM E.S.T. & 4:30 PM D.S.T. 

Sunday  8:00 AM 

 9:15 AM  Young Childrenʼs Mass 

 11:00 AM   

 6:00 PM  Teen Mass 

 

DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

Vigil   7:00 PM  

Holy Day  9:00 AM, 7:00 PM 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon-Sat  9:00 AM 

 

HOW TO FIND US…… 

Parish Website:  

www.stjeromenorwalk.org 

 

Parish Email:  

norwalkstjerome@cs.com 

 

REACH email:   

reachstjerome@optonline.net 

 

Facebook: St. Jerome Norwalk 

 

Twitter:  @StJeromeNorwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Facebook:  

REACH St.Jerome 

 

REACH & TOTAL Twitter: 

@REACHstjerome 

PASTORAL STAFF 

203-847-5349 

Rev. David Blanchfield, Pastor 

Rev. Joseph Palacino, Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Michael Hoag, S.J., Sunday Assistant 

Deacon Dean Finch • 203-246-3501 

deacon.dean.finch@gmail.com 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

203-847-5349 

Mrs. Pat Florio, Secretary   

Office Hours, Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (REACH)   

203-846-2111 

Mrs. Kathy Coyne, DRE 

Mrs. Anne Groener 

Mrs. Natalie Raduazzo   

Mrs. Kathy Rohr 

Facebook (REACH St.Jerome)   

Twitter (@REACHstjerome) 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY (TOTAL) 

Joe and Daniela OʼCallaghan   

203-847-0321 

jocallaghan@optonline.net  

danielaoc@optonline.net 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

203-847-5349 

Mr. Donald Nelson   

Mrs. Joan McFarland   

 

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 

Dan Loch  • 203-846-3980 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Jerry Holdridge • 203-966-3658 

 

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

203-847-3881 

139 West Rocks Road 

Norwalk, CT 06851 

Mrs. Linda Dunn, Principal 

 

FAITH DIRECT—ONLINE GIVING 

866-507-8757 

Sign up online at www.faithdirect.net using our 

church code: CT46, or by mailing a paper 

enrollment form available in the parish office. 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. Jerome Parish, a 

Roman Catholic community, proclaim 

our belief in the message and mission of 

Jesus Christ.  As disciples of Jesus we are 

called to proclaim the Kingdom of God 

and to work for its values in the local 

community and beyond.  We are com-

mitted to:  worship, religious education, 

shared faith and service.  We welcome 

all people with respect, acceptance and 

support. 

Parish Staff 



Altar Flowers 

Altar Flowers may be memorialized for a donation 

of $50.  Please call the Parish Office several 

months prior to your desired date. 

 

Adoration & Silent Prayer Every day 

between 4:00PM and 5:00PM.  

 

Contemplative Prayer Wednesday evening 

at 7:00 PM and Friday morning at 7:00 AM.  

Come spend some quiet time with the Lord. 

 

Widows’ Support Group 

Meets at 9:30AM on the first Thursday of the 

month in the Kevin Eidt Youth Room. 

 

Perpetual Novena  Our Lady of the 

Miraculous Medal takes place each Monday 

following morning Mass 

 

Rosary & Divine Mercy Prayers 

Monday through Saturday after daily Mass 

 

Baptisms Every fourth Sunday at 12:15.  

Please call the parish office to schedule.  

 

Required Pre-Baptism Please contact  

Deacon Dean Finch at 203-246-3501 to arrange. 

Class is required for the first child baptized at  

St. Jerome. 

 

Reconciliation  One hour before vigil on 

Saturday.  Also Anytime by appointment. 

During Lent—7:00 PM on Tuesdays. 

 

Marriages  Please contact the Rectory at least 

six months in advance. 

 

Anointing of the Sick  takes place on the first 

Wednesday of each month, immediately following 

the 9:00 AM Mass,  in the sanctuary.  Anyone 

with an ongoing medical condition or who is 

seriously ill, anticipating a medical procedure or 

operation, is welcome to come. 

 

 

3/21 9:00 am Eva Couture 

   (Linda Dunn) 

       

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY  

 4:30 pm Grace Olmstead 

   (the Family)  

 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

3/22 8:00 am Marco Monteiro (5th Anniv) 

             (Tucci & Monteiro Family) 

 9:15 am Elaine & Mark Harris & Family 

   (Lee & Maria Pino) 

 11:00 am Stella Pareja Chavarriaga  

   (Antunes Family) 

           6:00 pm         Gail Strazza (1st Anniv) 

                                 (Helen & Chris Eidt) 

 

3/23 9:00 am Bill Alvarez 

   (Nilda Canevari) 

    

3/24 9:00 am Audrey Newman   

                            

3/25 9:00 am Jay Leek 

                                (Andy & Ann Marie Carney) 

    

3/26 9:00 am Linda DePreta 

   (Virginia Finnie) 

    

3/27 9:00 am William Ainsworth 

   (wife, Marian) 

 

3/28 9:00 am for the People 

    

       

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY  

 4:30 pm Julia & Alfred Celentano 

   (Gerald Moran)  

 

PALM SUNDAY of the  PASSION of the LORD 

3/29 8:00 am Giacomo Florio 

             (Giovanna Veccia) 

 9:30am Marion Pollastro 

   (the family) 

 11:00 am Mark Stramandinoli 

   (the family) 

           6:00 pm         Gene Fitzgerald 

                                 (Anne & Bill Groener) 

MASS INTENTIONS 2015 

****There are many available times for 

Mass intentions.  Please drop by or call the 

Parish Office. 



 Random Thoughts 

     Several weeks ago I made mention of the book “Forming Intentional Disciples” 

by Sherry Weddell. Since then, I have presented her thinking to the Pastoral Coun-

cil, and we are trying to come up with a plan that can implement her ideas in our 

setting. It will not be easy. 

     Her method involves engaging many parishioners in one on one conversations about where the 

Lord is in his or her life. Then once the topic is broached, providing programs and groups to help 

deepen the relationship. The feedback I am getting is that the recommended question might be too 

threatening. The way it is worded now goes like this: “Where are you in your relationship with the 

Lord at this point in your life?”  

     So let me come at this from a different place. As you all know, I love to tell and hear stories. I am 

convinced that stories shape our lives and that when we tell the stories of the significant moments 

in our lives, if you look closely, you will see the hand of God. Our lives are stories and we co- pro-

duce them with the Lord, though usually we don’t see his hand in it. 

     When I pay attention to what happens on Saturday mornings in men’s ministry, I realize that the 

most powerful moments are when we tell parts of our story and try to find the Lord in the midst of it 

all. So, what I am looking to do is to provide a method by which individual parishioners can get to 

tell some of their stories in a safe setting where a parish guide can help to explore those events to 

look for the Lord in the midst of the story. 

     Here at St. Jerome, whenever there is a funeral, I meet with the family to talk about their loved 

one. I am looking for stories that are revelatory - that tell me who the person was at his or her core. 

Often when I hear those stories, I sense the presence of God. Those interviews are a model for me 

of how we might proceed.  

     We held a meeting last Monday of interested people to plan how we are going to bring                  

Ms. Weddell’s ideas to St. Jerome. I will let you how we are going to proceed. I am open to your 

thoughts. 

THIS WEEK AT   

ST. JEROME…. 

 

 

 

 

Sun., 3/22   REACH 1-6 meet after 9:15 Mass 

                   14 Steps rehearsal 2-5 PM; 7-9PM 

         REACH 7-8 meet after 6:00 Mass 

Mon., 3/23  Women’s Scripture & Prayer 9:30 AM 

                   VIRTUS Training 7:00PM 

Tues 3/24 Bible Study 9:30 AM 

                 Reconciliation 7:00 PM 

Wed., 3/25 Contemplative Prayer 7:00 PM 

                  Raising a Modern Day Knight 7:30 PM 

                  Women’s Scripture & Prayer 7:30 PM 

Thurs.,3/26 REACH Singers Rehearsal 7:30 

Fri., 3/27 Contemplative Prayer 7:00 AM 

             Stations of the Cross 12 Noon 

             Bread & Soup 6:00 PM 

   Lent Talk 7:00 PM 

   Evening Prayer 8:15 PM 

Sat., 3/28 Men’s Ministry 7:00 AM 

             

   

SAFE ENVIRONMENTS   

All volunteers 18 and over 

must be in compliance with 

the diocesan mandate. We encourage our young 

families with young children to register for the 

“Protecting God’s Children” class.  It only takes 2.5 

hours and you leave with a wealth of information and 

a plan to protect your children and others.    

P l e a s e  s e e  t h e  V I RTUS  w e b s i t e 

(www.virtusonline.org) click “registration”, click “view 

a list of sessions”, search ‘Bridgeport, CT 

(Diocese)”. 

We have a session this Monday, March 23 at 7:00.  

Please pre-register online.   

 

***For those that have taken the VIRTUS class 

more than 5 years ago, a re-certification is re-

quired via an online module.  In addition, a new 

background check is necessary.  This can be 

completed online as well.  If you have trouble 

logging into your account, please contact the 

REACH office at reachstjerome@optonline.net. 



   

WEEKLY OFFERTORY SUMMARY 

March 15, 2015       $3,848 

Faith Direct for March    $20,194 

March total to date     $37,451 

March offertory budget     $50,250 

                    (includes Palm Sunday) 

Thank you for your continued generous support of 

our parish especially during this Lenten season. 

 

All Saints Catholic School  

Cash Raffle 

Tickets for the cash raffle are on sale 

now ($50 each).  Winning tickets will 

be pulled at the ALL Saints Gala on 

March 28th at 10:30 PM at the Norwalk 

Inn.  (Winner need not be present.)  First prize is 

$12,000; Second Prize is $2,000; Third Prize is 

$1,000.  Tickets may be purchased at the school 

office or contact Kathy Rohr (guilrohr@yahoo.com). 

 

White Mass  

The Diocese of Bridgeport's 22nd

 

annual White 

Mass will be celebrated by Bishop Frank J. Cag-

giano at 8:30 a.m. in Saint Aloysius Church in New 

Canaan on April 12.  A breakfast will follow at Wood-

way Country Club in Darien. The Reverend Kevin 

Fitzgerald S.J., Associate Professor of Bioethics at 

Georgetown University School of Medicine will 

speak on “Genetics in the 21

st

 century from a Catho-

lic perspective” 

For all Catholics who care for the sick, both profes-

sionals and volunteers, the White Mass is a celebra-

tion of their ministry to the sick and an opportunity to 

rededicate themselves to that ministry. 

For more information, contact Debbie Charles at 203

-416-1352 or dcharles@diobpt.org 

 

$25,000 Tuition Raffle for any school 

Fairfield College Preparatory School is proud to 

again present our $25,000 Tuition Raffle. The prize 

is to be paid directly to any K-12 schools, col-

leges or universities or the financial institution 

that holds your school loans. Schools must be 

located and accredited in the U.S.  Only 1,000 

tickets will be available at $100 per ticket.  Pro-

ceeds from the raffle will benefit the Scholarship 

Fund at Fairfield Prep. The drawing will be held at 

the Spring Event on Saturday, May 2, 2015 promptly 

at 10:30 p.m. at Alumni Hall, Fairfield University 

Campus.  Winning ticket holder does not need to 

be present to win.   For more information please 

contact the Development Office at (203) 254-4237 

or development@fairfieldprep.org  

LAST CALL for TICKETS 

PARISH FISH FEAST  

MARCH 27  

Tickets are on sale after all the Masses for our par-

ish Fish Feast in the church hall this Friday evening, 

March 27. Dinner buffet with open seating from 5:30-

7:30 PM. Adults, $10.00; children (12 and younger), 

FREE if accompanied by a paying adult. (Strictly lim-

ited tickets will be available at the door.) The eve-

ning will end with Children’s Stations of the Cross in 

the hall.  

Menu: Tilapia piccata, Mediterranean fish bake, and 

linguine and clam sauce for adults, fish sticks and 

mac & cheese for children, plus clam chowder, 

vegetables, roast potatoes, salad and bread, Fish 

Feast coffee cake, coffee, tea, iced tea, and lemon-

ade. BYOB (Bring your own beer and wine).  

VOLUNTEERS are needed for hall set-up, simple 

food prep, food serving, and clean-up. Please sign 

up on the hallway bulletin board. 

 

SAVE THE DATE  

Evening on St. Joan of Arc.  

FRIDAY, MAY 1

st

 at 7:00 in the parish hall.  

Movie and discussion. 

More information to follow. 

 

 

 

When a woman's CHOICE is LIFE, she finds 

support at MALTA HOUSE.  

Help Malta House provide a nurturing home environ-

ment to young mothers and their babies. Could you:  

• spend some time in our on-site childcare?  

• become a Mother Mentor?  

• spearhead a collection for our babies' needs?  

To volunteer: Joan Howard (ext. 13)  

To tour or donate: Arlene Peterson (ext. 21)  

www.maltahouse.org - 203-857-0088 

 

SPECIAL LENTEN FOOD DRIVE NEXT 

WEEKEND - MARCH 28-29 

Our eleventh annual Special Lenten Food 

Drive, when we invite you to "shop the list" 

of needed food items for one hungry 

neighbor, is taking place on Palm Sunday 

weekend.   Please help to carry on St. 

Jerome's outstanding tradition of giving 

thousands of food items to our local food pantries.  It 

makes a difference!  The lists and flyers explaining 

the project can be found at all exits.  A basket contain-

ing all the food items is on display in the hall-

way.  Your donations can be dropped off to the hall-

way at any time.   Thank you for your generosity.       



PARISH UPDATE 

NAME__________________________________ 

ADDRESS______________________________ 

CITY ___________________________________ 

PHONE _________________________________  

EMAIL__________________________________ 

�

��

� New Registration  

�

��

� Change of Address 

�

��

� Want Envelopes  

�

��

� Moving Out of Parish 

 

TOTAL NEWS 

• Rehearsals are under-

way for The Fourteen 

Steps which will be presented on Good Friday 

night at 8:00 pm. This will be our TOTAL pro-

gram through Good Friday. Food donations 

are still needed for the long rehearsal next 

Sunday and on Good Friday. All parents are 

asked to help in some way with food. Please 

sign up at the Perfect Potluck link sent by 

email. Water and soda are always welcome at 

the other rehearsals. Dads are needed to help 

with putting away the props after all rehears-

als. Please let us know how you would be will-

ing to help. A DVD of the Fourteen Steps will 

be available for $25. Order forms are on the 

bulletin board in the hallway. 

• New pictures are up from The 30 Hour Fam-

ine. Check out the TOTAL bulletin board. 

 

 

REACH NEWS 

 

 

• Today, March 225.. 

     Grades 1-6 meet at the       

      9:15 Mass then class. 

      Grade 7-8 meet after the 6:00 Mass. 

• Next Sunday, March 285.. 

     Grades 1-6 meet at the 9:15 Mass then class. 

     Grades 7-8 meet after the 6:00 Mass 

 

Refunds for the Canceled  

Feb 15 Pancake Breakfast 

If you are one of the nine who paid by check for 

one or more $7.00 tickets to the St. Jerome Pan-

cake Breakfast which was canceled due to snow, 

we are simply tearing up your check and you 

should delete its entry from your checkbook reg-

ister. 

If you paid in cash for one or more $7.00 tickets 

to the canceled St. Jerome Pancake Breakfast, 

you can ask for a refund after Masses this week-

end from the March 27 parish Fish Feast Buffet 

ticket sellers OR you can apply your $7.00 refund 

toward the cost of a $10.00 March 27 Fish Feast 

Buffet ticket. 

 

 

  

TWEET OF THE WEEK @Pontifex  

“Beware of getting too comfortable!  

When we are comfortable, it’s easy to 

forget other people.” 

 

Sponsored by the Men’s 

Ministry of St. Jerome’s   

Wednesday Evenings  

7:30– 9:00 pm 

March  25 – April 29 

Come join us! 

A program intended to provide men with a definition of 

what it means to be a Christian man and to provide an 

achievable process to teach men how to be become 

better strategic fathers for their sons. 

(Fathers only meet together for the first five sessions 

and then sons (age 12+) and fathers join for a final 

session together in celebration.)  The program is 

based upon Robert Lewis’s book and DVDs titled, 

Raising a Modern Day Knight.  www.RMDK.com  

The program will be facilitated by Bob Saraceni and 

Ed Tonnessen.  Cost is $75 to cover text materials 

and supplies.  Contact Claudio Ronzitti - 

claudioronzitti@gmail.com   203-984-9722 

 

ANNUAL  

CATHOLIC  

APPEAL 

 

This is Annual Catholic Appeal Commitment Weekend 

throughout the Diocese of Bridgeport. Our parish goal 

this year is that every family and individual will partici-

pate to the very best of their ability, in recognition and 

in thanksgiving for God’s many blessings. All regis-

tered parishioners should have received a special let-

ter from Bishop Caggiano seeking their personal com-

mitment and a pledge of support. If you are among 

those in our parish family already responded in the 

spirit of stewardship and discipleship or will do so to-

day, fervent thanks and blessings are yours. If you are 

still contemplating your Appeal gift, please give from 

your heart on behalf of those whose lives will be 

changed for the better because you cared. Every 

pledge and gift is vitally important and will bring us 

closer to reaching our goal. God will indeed bless and 

reward your generosity and concern for others, of that 

you can be assured. 

 

 


