
St. Jerome Church 

23 Half Mile Road  Norwalk, CT 06851                                 203-847-5349 



THE MOST HOLY TRINITY  MAY 31, 2015 

 

 

SABBATH MASSES 

Saturday 4:00 PM E.S.T. & 4:30 PM D.S.T. 

Sunday  8:00 AM 

 9:15 AM  Young Childrenʼs Mass  

             11:00 AM   

 6:00 PM  Teen Mass 

 

DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

Vigil   7:00 PM  

Holy Day  9:00 AM, 7:00 PM 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon-Sat  9:00 AM 

 

HOW TO FIND US…… 

Parish Website:  

www.stjeromenorwalk.org 

 

Parish Email:  

norwalkstjerome@cs.com 

 

REACH email:   

reachstjerome@optonline.net 

 

Facebook: St. Jerome Norwalk 

 

Twitter:  @StJeromeNorwalk 

 

REACH & TOTAL Facebook:  

REACH St.Jerome 

 

REACH & TOTAL Twitter: 

@REACHstjerome 

PASTORAL STAFF 

203-847-5349 

Rev. David Blanchfield, Pastor 

Rev. Joseph Palacino, Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Michael Hoag, S.J., Sunday Assistant 

Deacon Dean Finch • 203-246-3501 

deacon.dean.finch@gmail.com 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

203-847-5349 

Mrs. Pat Florio, Secretary   

Office Hours, Mon-Fri 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (REACH)   

203-846-2111 

Mrs. Kathy Coyne, DRE 

Mrs. Anne Groener 

Mrs. Natalie Raduazzo   

Mrs. Kathy Rohr 

Facebook (REACH St.Jerome)   

Twitter (@REACHstjerome) 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY (TOTAL) 

Joe and Daniela OʼCallaghan   

203-847-0321 

jocallaghan@optonline.net  

danielaoc@optonline.net 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

203-847-5349 

Mr. Donald Nelson   

Mrs. Joan McFarland   

 

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 

Dan Loch  • 203-846-3980 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Jerry Holdridge • 203-966-3658 

 

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

203-847-3881 

139 West Rocks Road 

Norwalk, CT 06851 

Mrs. Linda Dunn, Principal 

 

FAITH DIRECT—ONLINE GIVING 

866-507-8757 

Sign up online at www.faithdirect.net using our 

church code: CT46, or by mailing a paper 

enrollment form available in the parish office. 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of St. Jerome Parish, a 

Roman Catholic community, proclaim 

our belief in the message and mission of 

Jesus Christ.  As disciples of Jesus we are 

called to proclaim the Kingdom of God 

and to work for its values in the local 

community and beyond.  We are com-

mitted to:  worship, religious education, 

shared faith and service.  We welcome 

all people with respect, acceptance and 

support. 

Parish Staff 



Altar Flowers 

May 30/31—in memory of Fran Panagiotopoulos 

donated by her friends. 

Altar Flowers may be memorialized for a donation 

of $50.  Please call the Parish Office several 

months prior to your desired date. 

 

Adoration & Silent Prayer Every day 

between 4:00PM and 5:00PM.  

 

Contemplative Prayer Wednesday evening 

at 7:00 PM and Friday morning at 7:00 AM.  

Come spend some quiet time with the Lord. 

 

Widows’ Support Group 

Meets at 9:30AM on the first Thursday of the 

month in the Kevin Eidt Youth Room. 

 

Perpetual Novena  Our Lady of the 

Miraculous Medal takes place each Monday 

following morning Mass 

 

Rosary & Divine Mercy Prayers 

Monday through Saturday after daily Mass 

 

Baptisms Every fourth Sunday at 12:15.  

Please call the parish office to schedule.  

 

Required Pre-Baptism Please contact  

Deacon Dean Finch at 203-246-3501 to arrange. 

Class is required for the first child baptized at  

St. Jerome. 

 

Reconciliation  One hour before vigil on 

Saturday.  Also Anytime by appointment. 

 

Marriages  Please contact the Rectory at least 

six months in advance. 

 

Anointing of the Sick  takes place on the first 

Wednesday of each month, immediately following 

the 9:00 AM Mass,  in the sanctuary.  Anyone 

with an ongoing medical condition or who is 

seriously ill, anticipating a medical procedure or 

operation, is welcome to come. 

 

 

5/30 9:00 am Teena Kordas 

   (son) 

 

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:30 pm Harry Clark 

   (wife, Joanne) 

THE MOST HOLY TRINITY 

5/31 8:00 am Giacomo Brancato - 

              (Healing Mass) 

   (Brancato family)  

 9:15 am Catherine DeFelice(10th Ann.) 

   Michael Chuba, Sr. (6th Ann.) 

   (Chuba family) 

         11:00 am Robert Iannacone 

   (wife, Marguerite) 

           6:00 pm         Fran Panagiotopoulos 

                                 (her friends)   

  

6/1 9:00 am Agnese & Gaetano   

    DelGuidice 

   (the Family)                         

    

6/2 9:00 am Chris Groener  

    & Cory Whidden 

   (Groener Family) 

 

6/3 9:00 am Rose Marie Lepore 

  

6/4 9:00 am Lorraine Vassallo 

   (Theresa Fritz) 

       

6/5 9:00 am Angela Nolan 

   (Allia Zobel-Nolan) 

 

6/6 9:00 am Vincent Mendoza Jr. & 

   Saraha & Teodocio Lopez 

 

VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 

 4:30 pm Carol Messing 

   (Regan Family) 

THE MOST HOLY BODY & BLOOD OF CHRIST 

6/7 8:00 am Antonio Banaddio 

             (Rentas family)  

 9:15 am Wladyslawa Eichler   

   (Susan Miller) 

         11:00 am Richard Bortolot 

   (K of C Council 46) 

           6:00 pm         Sal Clancy 

                                 (Nicole & Jim Tobin) 

MASS INTENTIONS 2015 & 2016 

****There are many available times for 

Mass intentions.  Please drop by or call the 

Parish Office. 



     Last weekend we celebrated Pentecost with ten-foot high white poles festooned with red streamers, flut-

tering red ribbons on the back canopy, and floating red balloons. Pentecost, the 50th day after the Passover, 

was a Jewish festival to give thanks for the first fruits of the harvest, for God’s care and bounty in the harvest. 

The festival took place seven weeks after the Passover, a week of weeks, giving it its Jewish name, the Festival 

of Weeks (Shavuot). It was a major pilgrim festival and devout Jews from every nation were in Jerusalem at this 

time. 

Last Sunday's First Reading from Luke's Acts of the Apostles and two passages from John's Gospel are 

the three classic Pentecost stories: Jesus' promise of the Spirit at the Last Supper (John 15:26-27; 16:12-15), his 

giving of the Spirit by breathing on his disciples after the Resurrection (John 20:19-23), and the spectacular 

tongues of fire on Pentecost (Acts 2:1-11). 

It gets us nowhere to try to figure out which account, breathing on the disciples or tongues of fire, is 

"correct." As Paul says in the Pentecost Epistle: "There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit; 

there are different forms of service, but the same Lord; there are different workings, but the same God who pro-

duces all of them in everyone." 

In the Gospel of John, the more mainstream early tradition, the Spirit is given to the disciples as an 

Easter gift on the same day as the Resurrection: the Spirit as the First Fruit of Easter, the breath of Jesus, and 

the creation of a new people of God, now sent to spread the Good News. The Sabbath was the conclusion of the 

week. Here Jesus arrives on the first day of the week, a look to the future. 

In Acts, Luke plays with the notion of tongues as what's in your mouth, as the languages spoken by your 

tongue, and as "tongues of fire." He foreshadows the reach-out of Christianity to the world beyond Israel. He has 

Pentecost reverse Babel. Language is no longer a barrier to people hearing and responding to Peter's message 

– the message that Jesus of Nazareth had conquered death and that he, Peter, and others were witnesses to 

the Risen Lord. Divine energy was unleashed like a California bushfire fanned by "a mighty wind." That was as 

close as the early church could get to describing the phenomena of the Holy Spirit descending on a fearful group 

and making them bold, audacious, and confident. In Old Testament Biblical tradition the sound of a mighty wind 

and flare-ups of fire signaled God’s presence – think Moses, the "burning bush," and the Israelites at Mount Si-

nai. On Pentecost a central fiery mass appears. Distinct "tongues" separate off and come to rest on individuals. 

The Spirit, which once was solely upon Jesus, is now distributed among and empowering those who are now to 

carry on Christ's mission. 

As we have seen time and again, the disciples didn't "get" (failed to comprehend) much of what Jesus 

revealed to them. The Spirit will now lead the disciples to ever deeper understanding of Jesus’ revelation. A pos-

sible way to reconcile Luke's and John's account is to go to the usual smack-down of the disciples. At the Last 

Supper Jesus promised the disciples the Holy Spirit, then on Easter Jesus breathed on the disciples with the 

Spirit but, as we've seen over and over again, they were r-e-a-l slow to catch on. They needed a jolt to get them 

moving, so on Pentecost 50 days later – Jesus is patient – it took a roaring wind and setting their hair on fire to 

give them the message. 

I keep thinking about the people in the multi-national crowd who understood the disciples in his or her 

own language on that first Pentecost. Maybe it wasn’t so much the gift of tongues the earliest disciples received 

as much as their hearers received the gift of ears, of listening. It makes me ask myself how well I listen. 

THIS WEEK AT  ST. JEROME…. 

Scripture Corner   by Dan Loch 

 

 

 

     

    Sun., 5/31 TOTAL Graduation Dinner 

    Mon., 6/1 Women’s Scripture Group 9:30 AM 

      Catechist Dinner      

    Tues., 6/2  

                    Wed., 6/3 Contemplative Prayer 7:00 PM 

      Women’s Scripture & Prayer 7:30 PM 

    Thurs.,6/4 Widow’s Support Group 9:30 AM 

      REACH singers rehearsal 7:30 PM 

                                              Fri., 6/5  Contemplative Prayer 7:00 AM 

    Sat., 6/6 Men’s Ministry 7:00 AM 

      Parish Raffle & Picnic 5:30 (Drawing at 7:00 PM) 

                  



   

WEEKLY OFFERTORY SUMMARY 

May 24, 2015        $3,641 

May total to date      $40,945 

May offertory budget      $44,750 

As always, thank you for your continued generous 

support of our parish.    

 

Busy making plans for your summer vacation?  

Don’t forget to include St. Jerome in your vacation 

plans.  Sign up today for eGiving through FAITH 

DIRECT !!  Enrolling is easy—just go to 

www.faithdirect.net and use our church code 

CT46 

 

PLASTIC BAGS NEEDED 

If you have been saving your plastic 

bags from shopping, we have a place 

where they can be put to good use 

again:  Person To Person food pantry. 

Bring your usable, clean plastic bags 

to St Jerome and place them in the large card-

board box located behind the red curtained alcove 

near the rear hallway entrance.  We take them to 

Person To Person for our clients to bring home 

their food items. This is an on-going project and 

we are always in need. 

 

The Welcoming Committee has 

planned some June events for new 

and old parishioners to meet one 

another.   

• NAME TAG WEEKEND will 

take place next weekend, June 

6/7.  Parishioners will be invited to wear name 

tags (provided in the pew) and greet their fel-

low parishioners. 

• New Parishioners are invited as special 

guests of the parish to attend the Raffle Pic-

nic following the 4:30 Mass on Saturday, June 

6th.  It is a festive gathering of our parish com-

munity and a wonderful way to meet other pa-

rishioners. 

• We invite all families of children baptized dur-

ing the past year (June 2014– May 2015) to 

the 9:15 children’s Mass on June 14th for a 

special BLESSING OF THE BAPTIZED.  All 

other children at the Mass will receive a bless-

ing as well and ALL children and families are 

invited to a reception in the Parish Hall follow-

ing the Mass to meet and mingle with other 

families of young children in the Parish. 

 

 

TWEET OF THE WEEK @Pontifex 

“Dear parents, have great patience, and 

forgive from the depths of your heart.” 

The Diocesan Office for 

Marriage and Family ad-

ministers programs and 

services designed to enhance and support the 

spiritual formation of the laity at the parish level in 

all areas of married life; children, adolescent and 

support for divorced Catholics. The Respect Life 

Ministry is dedicated to preserving the sanctity of 

all human life, from conception to natural death, 

focusing on prayer, pastoral care, education and 

public policy advocacy. In addition, it sponsors 

the March for Life, provides pastoral support and 

care for post abortive healing through the work of 

Project Rachel and supports a network of parish 

pro-life coordinators and committees to help build 

a culture of life. Your gift to the Annual Catholic 

Appeal will help to sustain this important ministry. 

  

ST. JEROME PARISH 

RAFFLE  & PICNIC  

Our 20th annual raffle will take 

place next Saturday, June 

6th.  Proceeds from the raffle 

are essential to the St. Jerome 

operating budget.   

We greatly appreciate all of your past support, 

but are still far away from our hoped-for goal.  

Please buy your raffle ticket today!! 

Raffle tickets are available for purchase after all 

Masses this weekend and at the parish office dur-

ing office hours.  Tickets are $50.00 each.  The 

first prize is $12,000, second prize is $2,000, and 

third prize is $1,000.     

The raffle picnic begins in the church hall  at 5:30 

with the prize drawings  at 7:00 pm.  All ticket 

holders and guests are welcome!��

 

PICNIC VOLUNTEERS 

are needed for making 

desserts, food prep, serv-

ing food and serving bev-

erages.  Please help by 

signing up on the volunteer sheets posted in the 

church hallway.  Your help is appreciated!! 

 

 

All Saints Catholic School/ 

St. Jerome Scholarship Applica-

tions are now available in the Parish 

Office.  Any current or prospective 

family is invited to apply.  All Applica-

tions are due by June 10

th

.  

 



 

TOTAL NEWS 

 

 

•  The TOTAL team would like to wish all our 

teens a very happy and safe summer. We es-

pecially ask God’s blessing on each of you 

that during this season of prom, exams, 

graduation, and summer vacation, God will 

protect and guide your steps.  We will greatly 

miss our seniors and look forward to seeing 

our returning students and incoming 

9

th

 graders in the fall. 

•  We have scheduled the Confirmation re-

treats for students receiving the Sacrament of 

Confirmation in the fall of 2015 for  Tuesday 

July 7

th

 and Tuesday, August 4

th

 at St. 

Birgitta’s in Darien. Incoming 10th graders 

must attend one retreat in order to fulfill their 

requirements for Confirmation. 

 

 

REACH REGISTRATION  

2015-2016  

• Registration materials have 

been sent home with current 

grade 1-6 students. Please check 

your child’s folder or your mail  for this infor-

mation. (Forms also available at our web-

site—www.stjeromenorwalk.org) Early Bird 

pricing is effective through June 15th. All 

forms should be submitted now (with or with-

out payment) to qualify for that price break.  

• If you know of a new family or a family 

with a child entering kindergarten or 1st 

Grade, please have them contact us at 

reachstjerome@optonline.net  

 

 

FAITH AND YOUR FAMILY:  

The Most Holy Trinity 

The Trinity can be difficult for children to under-

stand – how can God be three persons in one? You 

can illustrate this concept with an egg (the shell, the 

yolk, and the white make up one egg), or a sham-

rock (three leaves, one stem), or even a member of 

the family (“I am mom, wife, daughter – but one 

person”). The best example may be the apple: the 

peel, the flesh, and the seeds make 3 parts to 1 ap-

ple. We have 3 parts to 1 God as well: God the Fa-

ther (like the peel, He protects us), God the Son 

(like the flesh, Jesus is God made flesh and feeds 

us with the Eucharist), and God the Holy Spirit (like 

the seeds, He helps us grow in faith). 

SAFE ENVIRONMENTS   

All volunteers 18 and over 

must be in compliance 

with the diocesan mandate. We encourage our 

young families with young children to register for the 

“Protecting God’s Children” class.  It only takes 2.5 

hours and you leave with a wealth of information 

and a plan to protect your children and others.    

P l e a s e  s e e  t h e  V IRTUS  w e b s i t e 

(www.virtusonline.org) click “registration”, click 

“view a list of sessions”, search ‘Bridgeport, CT 

(Diocese)”. 

***For those that have taken the VIRTUS class 

more than 5 years ago, a re-certification is re-

quired via an online module.  In addition, a new 

background check is necessary.  This can be 

completed online as well.  If you have trouble 

logging into your account, please contact the 

REACH office at reachstjerome@optonline.net. 

 

World Youth Day  

Krakow, Poland      

July 22-Aug1, 2016 

Bishop Frank Caggiano in-

vites the youth and young adults (ages 15 1/2 -

35) of the Diocese of Bridgeport to join him on a 

pilgrimage of a lifetime.  Scholarships available – 

deadline May 31.  For info email Julie Rodgers at: 

youthministry@diobpt.org or call 203.416.1449. 

 

 

Person-to-Person, to whom we 

deliver food items from our St. 

Jerome monthly food drives, is 

currently in need of Volunteers 

to help at its Food Pantry from 

9:00 AM to 12:30 PM on Fridays.  If you are inter-

ested in volunteering for this opening, please con-

tact Callie at  Person To Person, 76 South Main 

Street, Norwalk CT 06854, phone 203 939-

1650  or email  calliejayne@p2phelps.org  

 

 

WOMEN’S DAY OF PRAYER & HEAL-

ING held June 13 - Are you suffering from the 

loss of a child through the wounds of an abortion? 

Begin your journey towards healing with Entering 

Canaan Women's Day of Prayer and Healing. For 

confidential reservation, time and location contact 

P r o j e c t  R a c h e l  a t  2 0 3 - 4 1 6 - 1 6 1 9 

or projectrachel@diobpt.org.  

 

  


