
St. Jerome Church             
23 Half Mile Road  Norwalk, CT 06851    

203-847-5349 



THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT DECEMBER 15, 2019 

SABBATH MASSES 

Saturday 4:00 PM  

Sunday  8:00 AM 

 9:15 AM  Family Mass  

             11:00 AM   

 6:00 PM  (September—June) 
 

DAYS OF OBLIGATION 

Holy Day   9:00 AM, 7:00 PM 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Mon-Fri  9:00 AM 
 

HOW TO FIND US... 

Parish Website: www.stjeromenorwalk.org 

Parish Email:  office@stjeromenorwalk.org 

REACH email:  reach@stjeromenorwalk.org 

TOTAL email: total @stjeromenorwalk.org 

Bulletin/Social Media: 

communications@stjeromenorwalk.org 

Fr. Rojin: frrojin@stjeromenorwalk.org 

Fr. David: frdavid@stjeromenorwalk.org 
 

Parish Facebook: stjeromenorwalk 
REACH & TOTAL Facebook:  
              REACH.TOTAL.stjerome  
 

Parish Twitter:  @StJeromeNorwalk 
REACH & TOTAL Twitter:   
        @REACHstjerome 
 
 

Instagram:  stjeromenorwalk 
 

 

PASTORAL STAFF ~ 203-847-5349 

Rev. Rojin Karickal, Pastor 

Rev. David Blanchfield, In-Residence 

Rev. Michael Hoag, S.J., Weekend Assistant  
 

PARISH OFFICE ~ 203-847-5349 

Office Hours, Mon-Fri 9:00 AM—1 PM 

Summer Hours Mon—Fri 9:00 AM—12 Noon 

office@stjeromenorwalk.org  

Kathy Coyne, Parish Ministries Coordinator 

Natalie Raduazzo, Administrative Assistant  

Kathy Rohr, Administrative Assistant 
 

BULLETIN/SOCIAL MEDIA 

Kathy Rohr 

communications@stjeromenorwalk.org 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

REACH  

reach@stjeromenorwalk.org 

TOTAL Joe and Daniela OʼCallaghan 

Youth Ministers   

203-847-0321 

total@stjeromenorwalk.org 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

Tom Sullivan • 203-847-5349 
 

PASTORAL COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 

Nicole Tobin • 203- 856-6436  
                         ndtobin@yahoo.com  
 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Bill Sweeney • bill@sweeney.net 
 

ALL SAINTS CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

203-847-3881    Pre K—Grade 8 

139 West Rocks Road 

Norwalk, CT 06851 

Linda Dunn, Principal 
 

FAITH DIRECT—ONLINE GIVING 

866-507-8757 www.faithdirect.net 

Sign up using our church code: CT46 or visit  our 

website at www.stjeromenorwalk.org/Faith-Direct-

enrollment.pdf 

MISSION STATEMENT 
We the people of St. Jerome Parish, a Ro-
man Catholic community, proclaim our be-
lief in the message and mission of Jesus 
Christ.  As disciples of Jesus we are called 
to proclaim the Kingdom of God and to 
work for its values in the local community 
and beyond.  We are committed to wor-
ship, religious education, shared faith, and 
service.  We welcome all people with re-
spect, acceptance and support. 

Parish Staff 



Altar Flowers 

Altar Flowers may be memorialized for a donation of 

$50. Please call the Parish Office several months prior 

to your desired date. 
 

Adoration & Silent Prayer  

Every day between 4:00PM and 5:00PM.  
 

Contemplative Prayer  

Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM.  

Come spend some quiet time with the Lord. 
 

Perpetual Novena   

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal takes place each 

Monday following morning Mass 
 

Rosary & Divine Mercy Prayers 

Monday through Friday after daily Mass 
 

Baptisms  

Please call the parish office during regular office hours 

to schedule.  
 

Required Pre-Baptism    

Class at 7PM third Tuesday of the month.  Please 

register ahead of time by calling the office. 
 

Reconciliation   

One hour before vigil on Saturday.  Also any time by 

appointment. 
 

Marriages   

Please contact the parish office at least six months in 

advance. 
 

Anointing of the Sick   

First Wednesday of each month, immediately 

following the 9:00 AM Mass,  in the sanctuary.  

Anyone who has a chronic medical condition,  who is 

seriously ill, or who is anticipating a medical procedure 

or operation, is welcome to come. 
 

Gluten Free Hosts  

If you require a gluten free host, please see the 

officiating priest before Mass.  
 

Bringing up the Gifts at Mass  

If the Mass intention has been requested by you or for 

your loved ones, and you would like to bring up the 

Gifts at the Offertory, please let the ushers know that 

you are present and would like to bring up the gifts.    
 

Widows’ Support Group 

If interested please contact the office. 
 

Sanctuary Candle 

Our sanctuary candle may be memorialized for a 
week. Suggested donation $25.  Please contact the 
office to reserve your date.   
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 
12/14 4:00 pm  James Ferrone 
    
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
12/15 8:00 am Carmela & Gaetano Palumbo 
   Guiseppe Giglio 
   (Anna Marie Giglio) 
  

           9:15 am         Mary Devine 
   (family) 
    

         11:00 am Angela Ferrone 
    

 6:00 pm Antoinette Salas 
   (Chimento family) 
  
12/16  9:00 am John T. Fitton 
  (family) 
                                 

12/17 9:00 am Roy White 
             (family) 

  

12/18 9:00 am for the People  
   

12/19 9:00 am Alina Michalski 
   (family) 
 

12/20 9:00 am Lorraine & Joseph Vassallo 
   (daughter) 
        
VIGIL FOR SUNDAY 
12/21 4:00 pm  Brian Vidal 
   (Bergamasco family) 
    
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
12/22 8:00 am Michael Hefferan 
   (Rosemarie Vaccaro) 
  

           9:15 am         Frank D’Alessandro 
   (Rita & Jonne Daly) 
    

         11:00 am Vincenzo Iannone Jr.  
   (42nd Birthday) 
   (family) 
    

 6:00 pm Tom Beaumonte, Sr. 
   (family) 
    

ALTAR FLOWERS 
We currently have many  

available weekends  
to memorialize the  

altar flowers   
for a loved one.   

Contact the parish office. 



THIS WEEK AT ST. JEROME…… 
 Sunday   12/15 REACH Grades 1-8 - 9:15 Mass & Class 
     First Pageant Rehearsal 11:15 AM (Hall) 
     TOTAL—6:00 PM Mass and after 
   Monday  12/16 Women’s Scripture 9:30 AM 
       Pre-Baptism Class 7:00 PM 
   Tuesday  12/17 
   Wednesday  12/18 Women’s Scripture 7:30 PM 
   Thursday  12/19  
   Friday   12/20  
 Saturday       12/21 Men’s Group 7:00 AM  
 Sunday   12/22 REACH Grades 1-8 - 9:15 Mass & Pot Luck Breakfast 
     Second Pageant Rehearsal 12 noon (Room 5) 

In this Sunday’s Gospel we 
could focus on Jesus’ mira-
cles, or the motivation of John 

the Baptist to ask if Jesus is the One, or the implications of Jesus’ sideways answer, or the least and 
the greatest, or on care for the vulnerable, or on the superb tie-in with the First and Second Readings. 
Whew! So much to ponder. Instead, consider the idea of waiting, of expectancy, of hope. A few Sun-
days ago, Fr. Mike in his Nov. 10 homily defined hope as waiting for something desired and expected 
with confidence.  

This is the Third Sunday of Advent, of waiting for this year’s Christmas, something desired and 
expected with confidence, which – “Rejoice!” our pink Advent wreath candle proclaims – is getting very 
close. Waiting. Hoping. But what about shopping? Today there is absurd Christmas creep driven by 
money: Only 10 more shopping days until Christmas! Get out shopping, get out buying toward Christ-
mas!  

At Costco, Walmart, Target, Kohl’s – you name the store – holiday displays show up almost half 
a year before Christmas. TV ads for cars, toys, and jewelry start earlier and earlier. On the Hallmark 
channel happy-ending Christmas movies run continuously. Once upon a time, stores and TV stuck to a 
post-Thanksgiving schedule. Decades ago, we never saw Christmas displays and TV ads before 
Thanksgiving, let alone before Halloween. It’s now common practice. Businesses depend on holiday 
shopping – over $720 billion in 2018. It goes without saying that the merchants are responsible for the 
Christmas shopping season creeping sooner and sooner. Or is that all there is to it? 

Our society is increasingly secular, yet a major religious holiday continues to tug at people’s 
hearts. We are made acutely aware we live in a world full of bad news by being bombarded day-after-
day by bad news on TV and the media. Could it be that many are eager for the hope of “happily ever 
after”? Hope is the first of our Advent wreath candles. Hope is being able to see that there is light de-
spite all of the darkness. 

What harm is there in seeing more twinkling lights and hearing Christmas music earlier and ear-
lier – especially if it makes people happier? Do people need their “Christmas fix” earlier and earlier? Do 
many want to draw from the “good tidings” of Christmas sooner rather than later? 

Is it because all of us are, deep down, spiritual beings, hungering to understand who we are, 
why we’re here, and what we’re supposed to do with the time we’re given? Do people really think life is 
an accidental, cosmic, lucky happening? That everything we see, hear, feel, smell, and touch sprang 
by chance from some primordial, bacterial ooze? 

Advent is exactly the right time to grapple with these questions. That’s because I believe God 
sent His only Son to earth in the form of a helpless baby on Christmas to help you and me make sense 
of the seemingly senseless – and show me the way to everlasting life. We give gifts at Christmas be-
cause God gave us the gift of Jesus. 

Truth be told, we’re all creeping along in some form or fashion. By embracing the true spirit of 
Christmas, my creep, my limp shall one day become a leap. Only 10 more praying and hoping days 
until Christmas. Advent is when I remember what it was like before Jesus came and how much I need 
Him to keep coming again and again in my daily life. Christmas tugs at my heart! I hope for my 
“Christmas fix.” 

https://www.foxnews.com/category/special/occasions/christmas


 WEEKLY OFFERTORY SUMMARY 

December 8, 2019                              $4,604 

Retirement Fund for Religious          $948 

Total December to date   $9,764.50 

December Budget (including Christmas)    $72,000 

Thank you for your support of our parish.  
 

FOOD DRIVE  
THIS WEEKEND  

 Thank you for brightening 
the holidays for our Norwalk 
families who struggle to put 

food on their tables.   
Milk Fund Collection boxes will be located at Church 
exits.  After each Mass, volunteers will be accepting 
cash donations to purchase the most needed items. 
Most needed items:   

Canned fruit 
Spaghetti 

Cereals/Oatmeal 
Hearty Soups  

Tuna fish 

. ALL VOLUNTEERS MUST COMPLETE  
VIRTUS TRAINING!!   

SAFE ENVIRONMENTS 
All volunteers 18 years and over must be in com-
pliance with the diocesan mandate.     
Please see the VIRTUS website 
(www.virtusonline.org) click “First-time registrant”, click 
“view a list of sessions”, search ‘Bridgeport, CT 
(Diocese)”. The website has a complete listing of train-
ing. 
Some upcoming training dates: 
Catholic Center (Bridgeport) 12/16  at 1:00 PM 

We pray for those 
who bravely serve 
our country. God 
bless them and their 
families. Our service 
people include: 

LT Jeffrey Bari, USN  
PFC Devon Barker, United States Army 

Sgt. Andrew Chimento, United States Army  
SSgt. Jason Kulik, United States Army 

SSgt. Cameron Prescott, USAF 
Pvt. Patrick Ruther, CTARNG 

SSG Hendrik P. Sorensen, ARNG 
ABH3 Lauren A. Sorensen, USN 
LCpl. Jack H. Whitney,  USMC 

CHRISTMAS  
PAGEANT 2019 

Save the Date—The St. Je-
rome Christmas Pageant 
takes place at 6:00PM Mass 

on Christmas Eve. All children age 4 and up are 
invited to be angels and shepherds. Rehearsals 
will be held as follows 
• Dec. 15, today, at 11:15 in the Hall.   
• Dec 22 at noon start Room 5 and move to  
   Church—this is our ONLY Full Rehearsal & 
is mandatory 

TWEETS OF THE WEEK 
@Pontifex “The true worship of God is 
always expressed in love of one’s neigh-
bour” 
 

@JimSichko “Listen with ears of toler-
ance. See through eyes of compassion. Speak with 
the language of love.” 
 
@JamesMartin,SJ “Gospel: In the face of despair, 
#Advent brings hope. Trust in the bud blossoming, 
as Isaiah says; be encouraged, as Paul says; and 
listen o John the Baptist’s message, and prepare the 
way, in your heart, for hope to take root, in Jesus 
Christ. 

NEW PAGEANT 
LEADERS  
NEEDED!! 

We are looking for 
some new volunteers  
to work on our Chil-

dren’s Nativity Pageant.   We currently hold two 
short rehearsals on 12/15 and 12/22 after the 
morning mass.  Our pageant takes place as a 
Gospel reenactment at the 6:00 PM Mass.   If 
you would like to join us and use your talents 
with our youngsters—please contact Kathy Rohr 
the office.   

ST. JEROME  
GIVING TREE 

PROJECT  
INFORMATION 

GIFT RETURN INSTRUC-
TIONS: 

All gifts should be returned unwrapped with tags 
attached. 
Please place Julie’s kids gifts under the tree. 
Please place Al’s Angels gifts in the box in the 
hallway. 
Thank you for your generosity!! 

If the Norwalk Public Schools are closed, we will not 
have Mass that morning.  If the schools are delayed, 
we ask you to use your best judgement.  We are in 
winter weather season!! 

http://www.virtusonline.org


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TOTAL meets tonight with a Christmas party.  
TOTAL will meet again on January 5. 
 

 We would also like to thank Gina Giglio, Laura and 
Lizzie Arduino, Kim Pulczinski, Madison Lawton, Su-
sanne and Stefano Orlando, Matthew Scarpelli and 
Hunter Jacobson for setting up for the reception after 
Confirmation.  Thanks, too, to Jack O’Melia, for being 
our photographer of the day! 
 

Emmaus 42 will be on January 17, 18, and 19. If you 
are a high school sophomore, junior, or senior and 
would like to attend the retreat, please contact Dan-
iela or Joe O’Callaghan for an application. It is al-
ways a weekend filled with faith, friendship and fun. 

Today, Sunday,  December 15 
Grades K-8 meet at 9:15 followed by class 
 

Next Sunday—December 22 
Grades K-8 meet at 9:15 followed by a REACH 
Christmas Breakfast Celebration.   
 
 
 

CONFIRMATION 2019 
Last Sunday, 31 teens received the sacrament of Confirmation with The Most Reverend Frank Cag-
giano as the presider. The Bishop told our teens that as they receive the sacrament, we are confirming 
their baptism, the moment their parents brought them to church and made promises for them. On Con-
firmation day we remember that God loves each of them in a way that is beyond understanding. He 
loves them just as they are. We would like to congratulate all our teens and their families and hope the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit will always help them in their lives. Our Confirmandi are: 

Michael CHRISTOPHER Arbisi 
Stone SEBASTIAN Bidlack 
Matthew PETER Boguski 
Ava ANASTASIA Breisler 
Alexandra HOPE Butler 
Ella KATHLEEN Corry 

Kristian ANTHONY Courville 
Paige CLARE DeNardo 
Aiden JOHN Donohue 

Alexis MARIANNA Fazzino 
Alex JOSEPH Feighery 
Spencer JOHN Flaherty 

Kaitlyn CECELIA Giancaspro 
Olivia HOPE Guaglione 

Caleb DOMINIC Jacobson 
Elizabeth ELENA Keegan 

 

Sadie JOAN Kress 
DAVID Kruczkowski 

Christi KAREN Malaterra 
Charles PATRICK Meyer 

Alex JAMES Monteiro 
Naomi ALENA Ogiba 
Mia GRACE Piacenza 

SALVATORE LUIGI Quattrocchi 
Aidan ANGELO Riina 

Julia VERONICA Roginski 
MATTEO Ruffo 

Zofia VERONICA Slowik 
Jeremy MICHAEL Taylor 
Vincent DOMINIC Velez 

Morgan MARY ANN White 


