
Live-stream on our Facebook page
(@stjeromenorwalk) Recordings on our YouTube
channel (St. Jerome Norwalk). Our schedule is as
follows:
Monday - Friday: (live-streamed)
9:00 AM Daily Mass  (No reservations)
Saturday: (Reservations Required)
4:00 PM Indoor Mass
Sunday: (Reservations Required)
9:00 AM  Indoor Mass
11:00 AM Indoor Mass (live-streamed)  
Our Church is open Daily 9-5 for private prayer! 

"Come, Lord Jesus,
make our distracted

hearts watchful.
Awaken within us the
desire to pray and the

need to love."

UNDER THE SCOPE

ST.  JEROME   SCHEDULE THIS WEEK

S T .  J E ROME  NOW

"Hatred corrodes the
container it’s

contained in ........"

Congratulations!!!!

December 6, 2020



Our dear Fr. Joe Palacino died on Tuesday, December 1st . His vigil was held on Friday,

December 4th , which was also the 39 anniversary of his ordination to the priesthood.

Originally his funeral was scheduled for Saturday, the 5th, but due to a family

emergency the funeral Mass will be held on Monday, December 7th, with Bishop

Caggiano celebrating the Mass.

My column is devoted to Fr. Joe, so let me tell you some stories about him. I really

think that all his life God planned for him to be a priest. As I will say in my homily, a

turning point in his life was when drafted for the second of two wars. After already

serving as a sailor during the last days of World War II, he was again drafted as a

soldier in the Korean conflict. As part of God’s plan, and because he was a practicing

Catholic, he was assigned to guard the Catholic chaplain when he was giving what

we then called “the last rites” to soldiers on the battlefield. In those moments, he got

to see both the power of the Sacraments as well as the difference a priest can make

in people’s lives.

Later at age 49, when he went to ask him Pastor for a recommendation to become a

permanent deacon, Msgr. Deprofio suggested that he become a priest, and so Joe

did and at age 55 was ordained by Bishop Curtis. He became a great, kind,

compassionate, tireless worker each day of his priesthood.

Fr. Joe came to St. Jerome during the times of “the troubles.” The parish was deeply

divided, and I had just been made Pastor. Joe was asked to come as my assistant and

even though other priests warned him to say no because the parish was so troubled,

he said yes because that was what God wanted him to do. The rest, as they say, is

history. The two of us worked as a team and within two years the people responded

in an overwhelming way and the parish was again unified as it had been in its’

earliest days when the people and the priests worked together.

Fr. Joe gave his life to the parish in every way possible. People loved to go to him for

the Sacrament of Reconciliation. He loved doing the children’s Mass and his

communion call list was enormous. Everyone he met with a kindness that channeled

God’s love for that person.

Although when he came to us he was already 67, he stayed working as a full time

priest for another 21 years. Our retirement age is 75, but Fr. Joe loved the people of St.

Jerome so much that he stayed on until health issues at age 88 forced him to retire.

During those years he organized many a parish work crew to help repair the homes

of older parishioners. Fr. Joe was so handy he could fix anything and loved helping.

Each year he also went on a week-long mission trip to Appalachia with the students

of Notre Dame High School, a trip he made for more than 25 years. The teenagers

were so impressed by his goodness, hard work, and ability to spend a week sleeping

in a gym.            ** continued  on next page **



Most Monday nights he and I would go out to dinner and after our other evening

dinners in the rectory (What do you want to eat tonight? No Father, what do you

want to eat?”) we would walk the parish grounds and decide what tree project he

would work on next. We still have the fig tree Fr. Joe planted in the rectory backyard.

He loved nature and gardening.So let me conclude with two stories. One day I got a

call from someone who said their house was haunted. They wanted me to come and

do something. I said to myself if this is real, I am sure not going alone. So I asked Fr.

Joe if he would come along. He, of course, said yes and we blessed the house and

never heard another complaint.

Finally, it was not unusual in those days for us to get a phone call in the middle of the

night saying someone was dying and could we come. I would usually answer the

phone first, but Joe would quickly get up and we would go together. One night the

call came in to anoint the brother of a parishioner who was in a remote nursing

home in Bridgeport. In those pre-GPS days, I could never have found it. Fr. Joe drove

and the place was forbidding. How comforted I was to have a brother priest with me

on that dark night in Bridgeport. That was Fr. Joe Palacino, accompanying everyone,

ready for what ever came, willing to give his all in the name of Jesus. May he rest in

peace.



Our December budget of $73,700  includes $15,000 for the Capital Improvement
Campaign which we are not having this year since we ran the Fall raffle instead. Final
raffle numbers will be reported next week.
One-time credit card donations can be made on Faith Direct by using this link
https://membership.faithdirect.net/CT46 or call 1-866-507-8757. 
 If envelopes are your thing, you can drop (slide under the office door)/mail those to the
church office at any time!!

WEEKEND Masses are RESERVATION ONLY!!

**temperatures will be taken before entry.

Many thanks to our helpers 'behind the scenes' this week!!

~ Parish Partners for their continued outreach.
~ the Social Concerns Committee for hanging all of the Giving Tree tags.
~ Boy Scout Troop 14 Norwalk for putting up our new United States flag and properly
   disposing of the old one.
~ John Kuczo for helping with our outdoor decorations and environment.
~ Joe Licek for helping to change out all of the timers on the outdoor lighting.
~The Knights of Columbus for the Honor Guard for Fr. Joe.
~ Kathy Coyne, Daniela O'Callaghan, and Kathy Rohr for helping with Fr. Joe's Vigil.

November 2020 Budget - $45,370
November final - $43,080

December Budget - $73,700

Thank you for your loving support.  It is very much appreciated!

How are we doing?



Please keep in  mind that we will be keeping
our doors open during Masses throughout
the winter to increase air flow in the church. 
 We are doing this for our health and safety. 
 Please dress warmly and sit away from the
doors if you feel chilled.  

The Church is open 9-5 for private prayer
- that is a good time to come in to grab a
tag without anyone around you. 
For those not leaving home but wanting
a tag, please contact the office. 

Our Giving Tree tags will be available this
weekend!

All gifts should be returned UNWRAPPED to the tree by Sunday,
December 20th or at the drive-thru on12/20. 

St. Jerome GIVING TREE

Why are our doors are OPEN?

Thanks to an anonymous donor,
our tree is a beacon of hope this
season!  The St. Jerome family  is 
 very grateful! 



Since we have been entering our front
doors during COVID Masses, we are
asking that all parishioners please

leave the front row of parking spaces
open for the handicapped.  It will

shorten the walk around the building
and make a world of difference. 

 Thanks!! 

Handicapped Parking

CHRISTMAS

MASS SIGN-UP 

This Christmas we will offer five Masses. 
 Each Mass will have music.  
The schedule is as follows:

Christmas Eve, 12/24 - 2 PM, 4 PM, and 6 PM
Christmas Day, 12/25 - 9 AM and 11 AM  

We will be  live-streaming the 4 PM and 6 PM Christmas Eve Masses 
and the 11 AM Mass on Christmas Day.

Attendance is still by RESERVATION ONLY.
The sign up can be found here:

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0545ada729a2fc1-christmas3



CONFIRMATION PREP
TOTAL CHECK-IN AND PRAYER  is this Sunday at 7:00pm. Please follow the link

below to join us. This week we’d love to meet your pets!! Have them join you

on your screen.

Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone. 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/821321821 

You can also dial in using your phone. 

United States: +1 (224) 501-3412 

Access Code: 821-321-821 

New to GoToMeeting? Get the app now and be ready when your first meeting

starts: https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/821321821

REACHINFO

This Sunday, 12/6, our guest speaker will be Juri Garone  from
Person-to-Person.  A Zoom invite was sent from the office.  This kicks
off our second Service Project of the year.  Please refer to 
Mr. Bonasera's email for details.
A red bin is in the church hallway for REACH donations to Person to
Person.  



Mass Cards
Mass cards are available for purchase.  

Please call or email the office
 (203-847-5349 or office@stjeromenorwalk.org)   
Please leave the name of the person the Mass
would be for as well as what days of the week you
would like.  We will get back to you with your
options and make arrangements for  pickup.

Advent Materials
There are several options for Advent materials available
on the table in the hallway.  Please feel free to take them.

For our online users - 
The link to Sacred Space daily prayers is:
https://www.sacredspace.ie/

There is also an online daily reflection from Dynamic
Catholic that can be found here:  
https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/daily-reflections.html



Mass Intentions
Weekend, December 5/6 - Ron Secchi, Sr.;
             Paul Kennedy; Ileane Glica;

Vincenzo Iannone, Jr.; Ann & Paul Kuczo
Monday, December 7 - Fr. Joe Palacino
Tuesday, December 8 - 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

9 AM - Patrick Halpin
7 PM - Deceased Mothers 

Wednesday, December 9 - Front Line Workers
Thursday, December 10 - Deceased Fathers
Friday, December 11 - Sean Sullivan
Weekend, December 12/13 - Dennis Fabian;      

        Ron Secchi, Sr.; Carmela & Gaetano Palumbo;
 Angela & James Ferrone; Sean Sullivan 



 A cantor will sing the main songs - we ask that you do
not sing.
 Masks must be worn by everyone.
 Restrooms will NOT be open.
 Enter front door only and follow all instruction given by
ushers.
 Please arrive early to find your seat (proper spacing).
 Rules for Communion:

 Please use center row, as usual, maintaining 6 ft.
spacing -the floor will be marked.
 Masks must be worn
 Everyone must use hand sanitizer (either in pew or
from our dispenser).
 Receive in hand only.
 Once host is received please step aside, remove  
 mask for immediate consumption, and replace mask.
 Return to pew via side aisle.

 Offertory donations may be placed in the marked boxes
at the rear of the church.

1.

2.
3.
4.

5.
6.

a.

b.
c.

d.
e.

f.
7.

What you need to know about 
INDOOR MASS!!!

Reservation Only
Please use the link in the email to read the
Diocesan Rules.  Your sign-up constitutes
your agreement.
Use the sign-up link in this email or on our
website  for    Saturday 4:00 PM & Sunday
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM Indoor Masses. 

Indoor Mass Requirements



Please support those that support us!!!




